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PRESIDENT’S REPORT PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

2012-13 has been a year of great change 
in the College. As I began commuting 
across from Oxford in the spring of 
2013, Professor Ruth Lynden-Bell was 
Acting President and Joanna Womack 
was Acting Bursar. Both of them gave 
an enormous amount to the College at a 
difficult time and it was lovely to thank 
them at a special dinner this October. 
In typical fashion, Ruth asked for her 
leaving present to be a bench in the 
College gardens, so giving back yet 
again. Neither, of course, has ‘retired’; 
Ruth has been able to get back to the 
laboratory and Joanna promises, as ever, 
to help out when we need her and sits on 
our Finance Committee. The loyalty this 
College produces is quite something to 
see in practice. 

President’s Report

What all this change meant was that 
my first months, even before Admission 
in July, were spent in the appointment 
process. We are hugely fortunate to 
have recruited Dr Juliet Foster as Senior 
Tutor coming to us from Corpus Christi, 
an academic psychologist and with great 
experience in tutorial work. She replaces 
Dr David Jarvis, who has returned to 
his passion for History and is with us for 
this year as Director of Studies. Robert 
Gardiner joined us as Bursar in October, 
having spent most of his career at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, and Fiona Duffy 
started as Director of Development in 
November, coming to us from University 
College London where she was Head 
of Principal Gifts. She takes over from 

Dame Barbara Stocking
President, Murray Edwards College

Kate Love who has moved to the Royal 
Agricultural University in Cirencester. 

It feels that with this new senior 
management team, and also more 
settled teams in areas like Catering and 
Events, the College can be a thriving 
community again. 

I need to say something about our 
Fellows and their commitment too. 
During this period of upheaval, there 
has been no evidence whatsoever of our 
Fellows taking their eyes off the ball and 
not giving their very best to our students. 
We can see this in what was achieved by 
our graduating students, 93% of whom 
got a First or 2:1 in their degrees. 

In two subjects we had students who 
were top of class in the University, one in 
Modern Languages, for the second year 
in a row, the other in Theology. Rebecca 
Sugden, now in her final year, was one 
of six Cambridge students to be Highly 
Commended at The Undergraduate 
Awards 2013, competing against students 
from 26 countries around the world. 

Our Fellows are also being recognised 
internationally. Professor Wendy Bennett 
was awarded the 2013 Prix Georges 
Dumézil by the French Academy, for her 
book Remarques et observations sur la 
langue française: Histoire et évolution 
d’un genre (Classiques Garnier, 2011), 
and she was also elected President of 
the Philological Society. Dr Peter Forster 
was elected a member of the German 
National Academy of Sciences. Dr Owen 
Saxton was honoured with a special 
edition of the journal Ultramicroscopy, 
which was dedicated to him and two 
colleagues to mark their 65th birthdays, 
and also a colloquium at the PICO 2013 
conference. Meanwhile a paper by Dr 
Rebecca Simmons, one of our younger 
Fellows, investigating the impact of 

diabetes screening on mortality was 
named Research Paper of the Year at 
the 2013 British Medical Journal Awards. 
The comings and goings of our academic 
Fellows are noted on page 28 with five 
leaving over the summer and seven 
joining us at the start of the 2013-14 
academic year. 

Turning to finance, our situation is stable 
thanks to the endowment from Ros 
Smith and Steve Edwards. However, to 
maintain our buildings, grow our hard-
pressed Fellowship and take forward new 
ideas we do need funds. The most urgent 
need is for the refurbishment of the two 
ends of Orchard Court, which were not 
part of the previous project, and Fountain 
Court and that has to come top of our 
fundraising priorities.  

The start of the academic year has been 
busy with a wide range of events, all 
delightful in their own way. I greatly 
enjoyed meeting fellow alumnae at the 
College’s annual Alumnae Weekend 
in September. Freshers’ Week, in early 
October, was a great success and our JCR 
were absolutely brilliant. They met each 
and every new student as she arrived, 
showed her to her room and helped her 
get settled. By the time I met parents 
for afternoon tea in the Dome, their 
appreciation for such a welcoming and 
well-organised day was overwhelming. 

The College Choir gave a wonderful 
concert during Freshers’ Week, including 
foot-tapping razzmatazz from Chicago 
and then an aria from Mozart’s Idomeneo. 
I also had the chance to see two Murray 
Edwards women perform in the 
Cambridge Greek Play, which takes place 
every three years and is performed in 
Ancient Greek. The gardeners organised 
their annual Apple Day, with help from 
the JCR and MCR, and we had a lot of 
fun pressing apples and roasting
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marshmallows. I have really enjoyed 
meeting our students and have hosted 
many of them for drinks at the President’s 
Lodge – something I look forward to 
continuing in the coming months. 

Since I joined the College in July I have 
been working closely with the Fellowship 
to define our strategic intent for the 
coming years. In short, our main aims 
are to attract the most talented young 
women to study at Murray Edwards and 
ensure that they are able to achieve their 
full academic potential, and to develop 
the skills and confidence to become 
the women leaders of the future. We 
want to maintain the College’s ethos 
as inclusive, friendly and modern, and 
secure the College’s financial ability to 
deliver these objectives. As we discuss 
and agree these aims, I look forward to 
sharing more details with you and hope 
that our alumnae community will help us 
to achieve them.  

Looking ahead, 2014 will be a year of 
celebration as we mark the College’s 
60th anniversary. Our theme for the 
year will be ‘Women Today, Women 
Tomorrow’. We want to celebrate 
women’s success, particularly of our 
own alumnae, but also to look at the 
challenges women still face and how they 
overcome them. We want to look to the 
future and at what needs to be done so 
that we can be successful in whatever 
way each of us defines. 

I hope you have had the opportunity to 
complete our recent survey about 
women’s lives, which all alumnae were 
invited to take part in. The results were 
revealed as part of our 60th anniversary 
launch event on 6 March and make very 
interesting reading. A summary was sent 
to all alumnae by email and a full analysis 
is available from the Development Office. 

We look forward to continuing our 
celebrations at Alumnae Weekend, 26 – 
28 September 2014, which will include 
a symposium on ‘Women in Science’, a 
panel discussion featuring women who 
have achieved against the odds, and a 
gala dinner and dance. Full details of our 
programme for the year can be found 
on page 68 and I hope that you will be 
able to join us for one or more of these 
events, including during my visits to the 
USA and East Asia. 

First and foremost it will be a year of 
celebration, but it is also a fantastic 
opportunity for the College to build for 
the future and it is likely that we will 
launch a fundraising campaign towards 
the end of 2014. 

Introduction
I am pleased to present my first report since 
taking office on 1 October 2013. Last year 
Paola Morris stepped down as Bursar and 
Joanna Womack acted from 1 January to 
30 September 2013. I am very grateful to 
Joanna, in particular, for her briefing and 
her skill and care in steering the College 
financially in the period of change the 
President refers to. I report on a period 
for which I was not responsible and its 
successes are due to my predecessors.

The strategic priorities established with 
Dame Barbara’s presidency provide a 
focussed framework for our financial and 
operational plans. New personnel have 
joined in senior roles in finance, catering 
and HR. They further contribute to a 
committed and capable operations team 
supporting the overall strategy.

The financial overview of the College
Specifically, 2012-13 recorded a deficit of 
£61,000. A modest deficit is disappointing 
against the surplus the previous year of 
£84,000 but not surprising given the 
changes that took place.

Generally, the College is in a good position 
relative to its past. In 2003 it realised it could 

not continue with an unchanged financial 
model. The Edwards donation resolved what 
would otherwise have become a very 
serious financial position and it has built up 
an endowment to support the College’s 
operations – but not exalt them. The daily 
task is to ensure that the College lives 
within its means each year so the 
endowment’s income serves the present and 
the endowment’s capital secures the future, 
in perpetuity. We express deep gratitude 
to the Edwards family and it is our duty to 
steward their generosity most carefully.

The financial proposition of a college 
is curious. The provision of learning, 
education and research à la Cambridge is 
fundamentally loss-making: to the tune of 
£2,400 per annum for every student, every 
year. The endowment funds this gap and 
is the difference between making available 
– or denying – to 348 young women one 
of the finest undergraduate educations 
available. It pays for the small-group 
supervision by our own tutors and subject 
specialists from other Cambridge colleges, 
and it helps provide for the academic needs 
of our Fellows. It is the financial life-blood 
of academic excellence. 

The buildings of the College
The material background in which the 
College operates is the generous and 
lovely site atop Cambridge’s “hill” which 
you all know. Please visit. You can enjoy 
the beautiful gardens, tended by our 
four gardeners. You will see the Dome, 
Fountain Court and the Library, carefully 
maintained by our operations team, 
looking a million dollars all lit up at night 
with fountains playing. You will also 
notice buildings which – in part – are just 
as they were when you were a student 
here. While we conduct maintenance 
carefully to preserve our buildings, a 
significant part of the College fabric still 
needs fundamental refurbishment. We 

Bursar’s Report
Robert Gardiner M.A., F.C.A.

Bursar
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work hard to keep up to date the fantastic 
newer facilities generously donated by the 
Kaetsu Foundation – Pearl House and the 
Porter’s Lodge – and the nicest graduate 
accommodation in Cambridge, donated by 
Canning and Eliza Fok. We have repaired 
the Dome and Library with debt and with 
generous donations from richer colleges 
and individuals. But the original (Nuffield 
and Spooner) wings of Orchard Court need 
£7m spent on them to bring them properly 
to standard and yet more to provide 
comfortable and energy efficient new 
windows. We do not have this money and 
we must appeal for donations.

College commercial activities
When buildings are not otherwise used 
by the intensity of a Cambridge term, 
we provide for conferences, in particular 
at Buckingham House, which besides 
providing high quality rooms for our 
undergraduates has a separate conference 
facility, and also in conjunction with the 
Kaetsu Centre. We cater for a wide variety 
of customers, including corporate, university 
and public sector clients and summer 
educational opportunities for younger 
people. In 2012-13 it generated gross 
income of £714,000 and provided a healthy 
contribution to supplement the endowment 
income to support the College’s objects.

People
I would like to pay tribute to the staff 
running the day-to-day operations of 
College. They are dedicated and hard-
working and a pleasure to work with. I 
have been made to feel warmly welcome 
by them, as well as by the Fellows. It is a 
stimulating environment to work in and 
I invite to you visit and continue to be 
involved in your College.

Figures
The charts opposite summarise the 
College’s recent fortunes. More information 
is available in the accounts which are 
posted on the College website.

Fig. 1 (above)
The endomwent income of £1.7m, together 
with donations, allows the College to break 
even. Most income is fairly fixed but we work 
to increase the contribution from conferences.

Fig. 2 (above)
The education costs far exceed academic 
income and are supported by the endowment. 
The expenditure on residences includes £0.7m 
interest on loans to repair buildings.

Fig. 3 (above)
The deficit has now been practically eliminated 
after a cost-cutting exercise in 2010-11.

INCOME £000s EXPENDITURE £000s

NET SURPLUS OR DEFICIT - £000s

INVESTMENTS AND BORROWINGS - 
£000s

Fig. 4 (above)
Our endowment grows with the Edwards 
donation and market returns have been 
positive in most recent years but the 
borrowings are a long-term and heavy 
commitment.
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Senior Tutor’s Report

Having been appointed as Murray 
Edwards’ new Senior Tutor over the 
summer, and only having arrived in 
September, I am in an odd position as I 
comment on an academic year in which 
I played no part. However, the first few 
months of my new role have involved 
a substantial amount of consideration 
of academic performance and teaching 
strengths and needs, and some very 
detailed discussions with our Directors of 
Studies, and so I base these reflections on 
the views of an outsider who is rapidly 
becoming an insider. 

As you will have seen from the 
President’s report, the College has much 
to celebrate in terms of its academic 
achievements this year, and 93% of our 
Finalists left us with a First or a 2:1. We 
have had some particularly impressive 
results: half our History Finalists achieved 
a First, as did a third of our English 
Finalists, two of our three Physicists and 

four of our seven Engineers. Several of 
our students were awarded University 
prizes. Our first and second years also 
achieved some very good results and 
I was delighted at our recent Scholars’ 
dinner to see students represented from 
such a wide range of subjects. However, 
there is still room for improvement in 
many places: some of you will be familiar 
with the various league tables which 
rank colleges’ performance in Tripos, 
and will be aware that Murray Edwards 
does not fare particularly well in many 
of these rankings. There is, of course, 
much discussion about the problems 
within these calculations: Firsts are over-
weighted compared with other classes 
of degree; the tables hide disparities in 
some subjects where female students 
are still under-represented in First class 
degrees, and so on. There are also others 
who question the utility of league tables 
in any situation, let alone one in which 
the variations between colleges are 
so small as to be largely meaningless. 
However, I am keen to examine the 
reasons why we may not be faring as 
well as we could in some of these areas 
as I begin my Senior Tutorship, while not 
losing sight of the ultimate importance of 
results in Finals. 

I have been extremely lucky in 
beginning my new position here to find 
such a dedicated group of Fellows. In 
last year’s Senior Tutor’s Report, David 
Jarvis commented in detail on the 
current pressures on University 
Lecturers within their Faculties and 
Departments as the Research Excellence 
Framework approached. 

Dr Juliet Foster
Senior Tutor

Each of the Colleges, and indeed 
Cambridge University itself, thrives 
because of our unique approach to 
teaching and supporting students. 
Supplementing lectures, seminars and 
practicals at the level of the University 
with in-depth and focused supervision 
teaching at the level of the College 
remains integral to what we do. 

This is only sustainable through the 
engagement of our College Fellows, and 
this is before we consider the additional 
responsibilities that many of them take 
on within the College as Directors of 
Studies, Tutors, Dean, Fellows’ Steward 
and so on. However, many of my 
colleagues are very stretched: we have 
teaching needs in Engineering, Law, 
Mathematics and Biological Natural 
Sciences, to name but a few, and much 
of my time over the past few months 
has been taken up in discussion with 
Faculties and Departments about how 
we might fill some of these gaps. I am 
hopeful that over the coming year we 
might be able to begin to do just this. 

A large number of Fellows joined the 
College at the start of this academic 
year, including Dr Rachel Leow, who is 
a Lecturer in World History and comes 
to us through the Trinity Scheme for 
Joint Lectureships; we hope to be able 
to engage another Fellow in a different 
subject through this scheme later this 
year. Similarly, Dr Marcus Morgan and 
Dr Zoe Wilson join us under a scheme 
which enables Colleges and post-doctoral 

researchers to form greater links. This is 
an area of real concern for the University, 
and we hope to be able to develop 
additional opportunities in the future. 

In my discussions with potential Fellows 
at the moment, I am able to use my 
own experience as a new Fellow here at 
Murray Edwards, and to reflect on my 
own perceptions of the College. Having 
been in Cambridge as an undergraduate, 
postgraduate and Fellow for many years, 
albeit at another College, I did not feel 
as if there would be many surprises in 
becoming Senior Tutor here at Murray 
Edwards: I was wrong. In addition to the 
exponential learning curve of these first 
few months as I encounter the minutiae 
of University administration that are 
(thankfully) hidden from most people, I 
have also got to know my new college, 
and have been struck by its warmth, 
informality and sense of purpose. It is a 
very exciting time to be a part of Murray 
Edwards as we define and act on what 
it means to be a College for women 60 
years since our foundation. For me, the 
answer to this is simple: the University is 
a fully co-educational environment, but 
within this, we maintain and develop a 
community which aims to promote and 
prioritise women’s achievement and 
attainment in all ways. Our Gateway 
programme is an excellent example 
of this, but this is also evident in the 
commitment of our Fellows and the 
engagement of our students. I look 
forward to developing my own role 
within this.  
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Director of  
Development’s Report

It has been 
a very busy 
year for the 
Development 
Office team. 
Our biannual 
Dolphin 
magazine 

now reaches over 5,800 alumnae, 
Fellows, currents students, staff and 
parents, with increasing numbers electing 
to receive it by email. Our Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn profiles continue to 
grow in popularity and we have added 
to our social media programme with a 
new You Tube channel. We also 
continue to work with the New Hall 
Society Committee to produce their 
annual Review. 

Our events programme in 2013 saw 
over 270 alumnae and guests return to 
College for one of our events. The first 
was International New Hall Society on 
Friday 8 March 2013, which included 
a dinner in College, drinks reception in 
London and 9 other events elsewhere 
in the UK and around the world – our 
thanks go to the alumnae organisers. 
July’s Family Day was, as ever, an 
extremely enjoyable event with activities 
for all the family and the superb weather 
enabled guests to make full use of the 
College gardens and tennis courts. 
Alumnae Weekend in September was 
also very successful. 

The Murray Edwards Law Network 
held their second event – a dinner at 
the National Portrait Gallery in London. 
Our thanks go to Hazel Wright (NH 
1975) and Chantal-Aimée Doerries (NH 
1987) for their continued support of this 
initiative. We are hoping to launch a 
network for our Medical alumnae in 
2014 and would also welcome 
suggestions for other networks that 
alumnae would find beneficial. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
all alumnae who have supported us, 
financially or with their precious time, 
over the last year. We received gifts of 
£540,000 in total including two large 
legacy gifts of £193,500 and £63,500. 
Of this, £183,000 was for the Rosemary 
Murray Fund, which supports student 
needs in so many ways – providing 
bursaries and hardship support, 
rewarding academic and sporting 
success and allowing exploration of life 
beyond Cambridge through travel and 
internship grants.

Over 12% of alumnae made a gift – 
which is a firm expression of your support 
for our mission to provide an excellent 
education to women from all sorts of 
backgrounds. The two large legacy gifts 
demonstrate the importance of such 
personal pledges within the overall level 
of philanthropic support we receive. 
Legacy gifts are sometimes the largest 

gifts to College our alumnae are able to 
make. If you would like more information 
on legacy giving, please do contact me.

In this 60th Anniversary year, we 
especially encourage you to come back 
to College and visit. We’d be so pleased 
to see you at lunch or a Formal Hall 
– perhaps you might like to use your 
annual entitlement to a free meal here! 
The schedule of events for this year is on 
page 68, we hope to see many of you 
in your year groups. We also encourage 
you to continue in your roles as our 

best ambassadors – talking to potential 
applicants, their families and their schools 
– promoting the College as the best place 
for women in Cambridge. Our fantastic 
academic results last year give us even 
more to celebrate in this special year. If 
you would like more information, such as 
a prospectus, please drop me a line. 

Finally, thank you so much for your 
very warm welcome to the College 
community. I do look forward to 
meeting as many of you as possible at 
events this year.

Fiona Duffy
Director of Development

Development Office Contact Details

General Enquiries
E: alumnae@murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk  T: +44 (0)1223 762288

Fiona Duffy, Director of Development and Fellow
E: fjd22@cam.ac.uk  T: +44 (0)1223 763161

Rosie Ince, Development Officer (Communications & Alumnae Relations)
E: ri246@cam.ac.uk  T: +44 (0)1223 762215
 
Gemma Hayden, Development Officer (Operations)
E: gh321@cam.ac.uk  T: +44 (0)1223 763162
 
www.murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk

 Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/newhallalumnae

 Follow us on Twitter: @MECCambridge

 Network on LinkedIn: New Hall, Cambridge Alumnae Group

 Follow our 60th Anniversary Blog: 
 murrayedwardscollegegoingplaces.wordpress.com
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Admissions 
Tutor’s Report

I have been Admissions Tutor for the 
College for 8 years now. Throughout this 
time I have been privileged to work with 
many gifted senior colleagues and to 
learn from their experience and insight. 
We are fortunate that as some of these 
individuals leave we are able to welcome 
other warm, accomplished and inspiring 
colleagues to fill their place.

Admissions and recruitment remains a 
challenging issue as we compete for the 
best students with other universities and 
indeed with other colleges. However, 
through the eyes of current students 
we learn what makes us different and 
what they value about Murray Edwards. 
Increasingly we are learning how to 
build on this with further development 
of our unique Gateway Programme and 
Internship Initiative. These provide an 
integrated suite of activities designed to 
help our students to make the very most 

of all that Cambridge has to offer, both 
academically and in career. They help to 
show how the provision of opportunities 
for young women remains real and 
relevant.

Within the Gateway Programme students 
are encouraged not only to develop their 
knowledge but also to complement this 
with relevant experience, supported 
through Gateway Challenges Funding. 
This summer, 29 students secured 
funding to undertake a range of 
enriching activities and internships. These 
varied from volunteering in Borneo to a 
research project in Australia and a work 
placement with an MP in London.

The Gateway Programme continues to 
benefit from the help and commitment 
of a growing number of College Fellows 
and alumnae. I remain very grateful 
to them all. Barbara Stocking is also 
providing enthusiastic support and has 
initiated discussion about further ideas 
for its evolution, including provision for 
graduates and mentoring for alumnae 
young professionals. No doubt we will 
have much more to say about new 
strands of activity next year. 

Alumnae quite often express their 
interest in our outreach activities and 
in the support we are able to offer to 
outstanding young women from less 
advantaged backgrounds. Quite clearly 
Gateway and Internships have an 
important role to play here but so to do 
some of our pre-entry activities. These 

include our highly successful Pathways 
to Success Conference which we ran for 
the third time in July. A variety of schools 
(20-24 in total) are invited to bring 
four of their most able young women 
(from the Lower Sixth) to engage in 
discussions about success, values and the 
opportunities open to them (academically 
and more widely). 

Feedback is always excellent, not least 
because the format deliberately mixes 
students from the least advantaged 
schools with those from high profile 
independent schools, and allows all 
students to experience an environment 
grounded in academic merit not 
background. The word cloud (pictured 
below) shows how these students 
themselves encapsulated the event they 
had attended. We thank Lisa Burke 
(NH 1995) and Eve Williams (NH 2001) 
who contributed as our very thought 
provoking and entertaining speakers.

I see our approach to recruitment and 
the opportunities we offer through 
Gateway as very much a continuum. 
We are encouraging young women to 
aim high and we are offering them some 
pioneering and imaginative opportunities 
to enable them to make their choices and 
to succeed in the ways that matter to 
them. As Georgina wrote on graduating 
with a 1st in Land Economy this summer:

‘I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here and 
at MEC and I feel that being part of  this 
university and especially MEC, with the 
range of  opportunities and support that has 
been available, has not only helped me grow 
academically, but also as a person. Whilst 
I am extremely sad about leaving, I feel that 
I am leaving as a much stronger and more 
confident person in all aspects of  my life and 
I am very excited about the future.’

Dr Hilary Bateman
Admissions Tutor
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Librarian’s Report
Kirstie Preest
Librarian 

in order to redesign the new circulation 
and acquisition rules and overall system 
settings. Some changes to the parameters 
were to be expected as some circulation 
rules and regulations could not be carried 
over to the new system. In some cases 
the decision was taken to fall in as much 
as possible with existing settings that 
had been established by other libraries 
in Cambridge and other options were 
standardised across all borrower types. 
That being said, however, we were able 
to keep most of our existing practices. 
The main changes to Cataloguing were 
to the number of locations and item types 
used within the library. The numbers of 
locations were reduced to five: Main, 
Rawson, Gabe, Store and Duse, and item 
types were reduced to four: borrowable, 
short loan, DVD and reference. 

Previously, whilst library holdings had 
been catalogued on Voyager, item records 
had not been created. Therefore library 
staff, library volunteers, a temporary 
project worker and two casual staff took 
each individual book off the shelves and 
manually created an item record. The 
item creation project was a mammoth 
task and resulted in the addition of 
49,300 item records onto the Voyager 
Cataloguing module before the start 
of the new academic year. Changes 
to the acquisitions system used for the 
purchasing of books and other materials 
involved a redesign of the subject fund 
structure used for purchasing items on 
Voyager. In circulation, all borrower 
records for existing students, staff and 
Fellows were transferred and new records 
created for those joining the college in 
October. Rigorous testing of the new 
system was undertaken in early September 
before going live in late September. 

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT

The implementation of Voyager has 
provided many benefits for both students 
and library staff. The Rosemary Murray 
Library Catalogue is now integrated 
with other departmental, college and 
University Library holdings via the 
Cambridge Libraries Gateway, meaning 
students can see all the holdings for 
a particular item, in all libraries at one 
glance, including the electronic resources 
and their availability. The Libraries 
Gateway enables student access to 
resources within the library, via University 
PC, or online via students’ laptop, ipad, 
tablet or smart phone within the whole 
University when using eduroam and from 
home during vacation. Search times using 
the new system are quicker and there 
have been fewer dropouts providing the 
students with a reliable, fully functioning 
resource. The new system also enables 
staff to send out automated notifications 
to students advising them when books 
are due back, when reserved books are 
ready to collect and assists library staff 
with fines management. 

The Librarian and Archivist were both 
members of the Archives Working Party 
during the year which met to make 
recommendations to Council concerning 
the future management of the College 
archive. As ever, concerns about space 
constraints in relation to the archive and 
records management, and a range of 
possible solutions to the problem, have 
been discussed at various committees. 
One of the recommendations from the 
Working Party has seen the Law Reading 
Room space being reallocated 
to provide temporary semi-current 
records storage, for the foreseeable 
future until a permanent solution to 
the records management issue and the 
archive space constraints are found. Law 
books and journals were interfiled into the 
Main Collection.

The library has been the backdrop for 
two television interviews over the year 
with ITV evening news filming part of 
an interview with Zoah Hedges-Stocks 
(MEC 2009), who became the first person 
from a travelling fairground family to 
graduate from Cambridge University with 
a First, and an Irish film company filming 
an interview with Catherine Morris (NH 
1992), about her book on “Alice Milligan 
and the Irish Cultural Revival”.

Dr Anna Sica’s book on “The Murray 
Edwards Duse Collection” was published 
by Mimesis in January 2013. The book 
contains a hand list of the items held 
within the Murray Edwards Library, 
alongside a chapter written by Alison 
Wilson, the previous Librarian, on the 
Curation of the Bullough Bequest.  

Looking forward, the library will continue 
with its addition of item records on the 
Voyager system for books in closed storage 
and will review policies and procedures 
which now require updating after the 
implementation of the new Library 
Management System. Other policies, 
such as the library’s admissions policy and 
collection development policy, will also be 
reviewed over the coming year.

Next summer, the library will continue 
with its withdrawal programme, in 
conjunction with Fellows, in order to 
create valuably needed open shelf space 
within the library. The process will take 
into account procedures set out in the 
newly created Collection Development 
Policy and will ensure that current library 
holdings are suitable for the current 
Tripos papers.

The Librarian will also be working closely 
with other library colleagues creating 
a teaching skills programme for other 
Cambridge Library staff as part of the 
Librarian in Training Programme.

The library’s main focus over the 2012-
13 academic year was improving services 
to our users and enabling students to 
achieve excellence in their research 
activities within the library, and to provide 
them with a high quality of service. 

As such, reviewing stock and policies and 
procedures were a priority. In order to 
aid student retrieval of items from the 
collection, book stock was reorganised 
on the first floor gallery. Short loan and 
reference books were interfiled in the 
main book sequence and shelves in the 
Art and Architecture sequence were 
resized so that larger Art and Architecture 
books could be accommodated.

A bid for funding to replace the Heritage 
Library Management System was 
successful in June 2013 and work began 
implementing the Voyager system (used 
by most of the University of Cambridge 
Libraries) over summer 2013. 

Once the go ahead for the new system 
was given, Library staff spent time 
rationalising the previous system settings 
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This year was marked by a major rehang 
of the Collection in the main areas of the 
College. Ann Jones, Curator of the Arts 
Council Collection, and Sara Holdsworth, 
Former Head of Programmes at 
Manchester Art Gallery (and also the 
daughter of our second President, 
Dr Valerie Pearl) have devised a new 
thematic hang which takes into account 
the use made of the various spaces. For 
example, our Fellows’ Drawing Room – a 

New Hall Art Collection
October 2012 - October 2013

formal reception room – now displays the 
portraiture of our Presidents as well as 
pieces linked directly with the College’s 
history, such as our small collection of 
works by Gwen Raverat.

Ann Jones joined us again in March to 
celebrate our Art Biennale, speaking with 
Welsh sculptor, Laura Ford. Laura has an 
international reputation for her narrative 
sculptures which, through allusion to fairy 
tales and childhood, hint at the bleakness 
and blackness that exists on the margins 

Sarah Greaves
College Administrator

of a Beatrix Potter world. Her observation 
of children is precise while the use of 
anthropomorphism and everyday textiles 
gives an edgy familiarity to her tales.

In May, Dame Paola Rego was admitted 
as an Honorary Fellow of the College 
(pictured above). Rego’s work is 
influenced by literature, myths, fairy 
tales, cartoons and religious texts – many 
from her native Portugal - and has 
covered many female issues, including 
‘honour’ killings, sex-trafficking and 
clitoridectomy. Her Abortion Pastels 
series arose from her frustration at 
the result of the Portuguese 1998 
referendum to liberalise its abortion law 
and she wanted her art to ‘speak up’. 

Our exhibition programme continued 
to be an eclectic mix of styles - from 
Susan Moxley’s celebration of the female 
form, in which she hung 100 separate 
portraits side by side to form a large 
painting, asking the viewer to look past 
the group and seek the individual with 
her own space and story – through to 
Suzanne Middlemass’ Roses and Castles, 
a group of photographs documenting the 
Camboaters, the houseboat community 
residing on the River Cam. The Nadja 
Artists, a collective of multi-disciplinary 

artists engaged with themes relating 
to contemporary feminist, cultural and 
environmental issues, exhibited (Im)
perfection – a response to the pressure to 
conform to societal norms; whilst Helen 
Wilks’ puppets and paintings marked the 
350th Anniversary of Punch and Judy.

The Collection continues to grow, with 
donations from Catalina Montesinos, 
Helen Melland, Anne Durham and Gol-
e-Ros, to name a few. We also have 
received, on loan from the Collection of 
Dr William and Mrs Charmian Pollok, 
Nude on Paper by Jenny Saville, a 
contemporary British painter, associated 
with the Young British Artists. Jenny 
Saville is best known for her large-scale 
painted depictions of naked women, 
as well as several album covers for the 
Manic Street Preachers.

Once again, I would like to thank 
everyone who supported the Collection 
during the last year, including members 
of the Art Committee and the Advisory 
Board - notably Ms Ann Jones, Ms Sara 
Holdsworth, Ms Gill Hedley, Professor 
Wendy Bennett and Dr Oliver Wort. 
Thank you also to the Maintenance 
Team for the patience they showed 
during the rehang!Newly rehung artwork in the College Bar.
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MUSIC IN COLLEGE

Music in College
Sophie Horrocks
Music Society President

Dr Chloe Valenti
Director of Studies in Music 

This year has been a challenging but 
invigorating one for the Murray Edwards 
College Music Society. Several third 
and fourth year students who had been 
very active in the Music Society since 
it was re-founded in 2010 graduated 
this year, so the 2013-14 academic 
year started with a smaller than usual 
Society, but this has ensured greater 
cohesion, co-ordination, communication 
and individual leadership in committee 
roles. In February, the Society hosted a 
particularly successful Murray Edwards 
Music Scholarship Competition, with 
entrants from across four year groups. 
Two finalists won this year: cellist Diana 
Statham, a fourth year MML student, 
and third year Music student and double 
bass player Marianne Schofield won 
the competition for a second time. 
Marianne is now applying for graduate 
performance training.

College singers received an extra boost 
this year. The Murray Edwards Choral 
Awards are going from strength to 
strength and this year four scholarships 
were given to Murray Edwards students 
committed to singing in chapel choirs. 
Our college choir also continues to 
grow; Lent term saw a change in choir 
leadership as re-founding Director Tory 
Sawyer left the choir to concentrate on 
her exams. The new direction of multi-
talented Maths student Sophie Ip has 
brought renewed zeal to the group and 
the choir repertoire in the Lent and Easter 
concerts expanded greatly to include ever 

more ambitious programmes. The choir’s 
involvement in hill college music has also 
been at an all-time high, as Sophie and 
the choir were heavily involved in the 
Orchestra on the Hill performance of 
Part 1 of Handel’s Messiah at Churchill 
College in November. The coming year 
promises even more exciting choir events, 
including a staged extravaganza Women 
in Song, performed jointly with Lucy 
Cavendish Student Choir, as part of the 
60th anniversary celebrations. The Lucy 
Cavendish Student Choir is directed by 
Amy Johnson, the first MMus in Choral 
Studies student at Murray Edwards and 
an inspiring contributor to college music. 
Murray Edwards students continue to be 
active players and committee members 
of the Orchestra on the Hill, and another 
highlight of the hill college programme 
this year was the percussion workshop, 
where students had the opportunity to 
play the tabla, try Korean Drumming and 
have a go on a drum kit. Percussion was 
also the theme for a new venture for the 
Society - a samba workshop run by a first 
year student Rowanne Willett. Organised 
as a stress-busting event in exam term, 
this was much enjoyed by all who 
attended and we are keen to run more of 
these interactive events. 

Michaelmas term began with the 
annual Freshers’ Concert and this year 
we had a variety of styles and genres 
which showed a new breadth of music 
supported by the Society. We also put 
on the first of hopefully many more film 
screenings as Singing in the Rain drew 
a larger and more diverse crowd than 
usual. The term was rounded off with 
the choir’s Christmas concert. We look 
forward to next year!

JCR & MCR Reports
Graduate Report 
Catherine Taylor
MCR President 2013

Murray Edwards MCR has been working to provide a welcoming 
environment in College and to maintain the success of past years’ 
social activities. In 2013, we hosted a Graduate Symposium that 
showcased the diversity and quality of research in our graduate 
community; a summer barbeque, and our third Graduate Summer 
Formal. Freshers’ fortnight was a busy event with a wide range 
of activities despite a small committee. Freshers’ week saw many 

current students taking part in events and reconnecting with College alongside the 
new graduate students. 

The Summer Formal, as well as joint events with neighbouring colleges during 
Freshers’ fortnight, has seen us further strengthen ties with graduate communities 
across colleges. We have arranged a large number of formal swaps with colleges and 
hosted many in return. We have also been promoting smaller gatherings in the MCR 
for summer BBQs and film nights. 

The allotment and green initiatives have been continued this year, with strong support 
from our graduate body. We have also been working to improve the MCR common 
room by purchasing a new coffee maker, e-piano, and board games to make the 
space more versatile and to encourage students to use the MCR as an extension to 
their living space. 

We have been liaising with College about accommodation issues for graduate 
students to ensure that more accommodation will be available to graduates in the 
future, with a greater range of options and prices. MCR travel grants were in demand 
this year and we intend to continue our support of graduate research and academic 
needs. 

We look forward to this year being full of academic and social activities and hope 
a new informal symposium series will aid in this. The MCR will continue to work 
alongside college and the university to make sure the graduate students make the 
most of their time at Cambridge and Murray Edwards. 
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Murray Edwards College Student Union 
Francesca Ward
JCR President 2013-2014

As with every elected body, this year’s JCR wanted to ‘make 
a difference’. As President, it was always encouraging to see 
the dedication in the JCR team – especially the Green and Ents 
Officers and the Secretary – and such dedication made it possible 
for the JCR to make their imprint. This imprint, however, is mainly 
invisible. Why? As a JCR the main difference we wanted to 
implement was an ideology shift. As students, we acknowledged 
that Murray Edwards suffered from an identity crisis. We wanted 
to help change this. Our approach can be categorised as follows: 
1) Freshers Week, 2) Community and 3) Pragmatism

First of all, the JCR felt strongly about a change in the Freshers’ Week pattern. We 
wanted an exciting but welcoming week to maximise the happiness of the Freshers. 
If anything, we have learnt that first impressions count, so we made the arrival day as 
welcoming as possible. Music, banners, balloons, refreshments, free t-shirts, student 
helpers – all of this created a vibrant and happy atmosphere. From the first day, 
an element of pride was associated with the College. The first evening included ice 
breakers and then an organised pub crawl, where the Freshers’ were split into five 
different teams led by second and third years. Each team had challenge cards and 
disposable cameras to capture memorable moments of the night. The Freshers’ wore 
their free Murray Edwards ‘Dome Life’ t-shirts. Interestingly, ‘Dome Life’ is not 
only a catchphrase but now recognised as a ‘way of being’ (recently quoted in 
Presidential hustings). 

We also dedicated ourselves to the Living Wage Campaign. The JCR, Nina Jones (the 
Vice President) and I in particular, have worked with the Bursar to implement the 
Living Wage within Murray Edwards. It has proved a complicated and conceptual 
process. However, the JCR is happy to know that Council supports its work. 

Second, we wanted to work on the College’s community. Murray Edwards does not 
have a strong inter-year community. To try and solve this problem, we wanted to 
increase College socials. First, we introduced a termly Murray Edwards Bop: Dome 
Life. We feel it is important to have one social per term of high quality. Dome Life 
was a sold-out event – with students from all colleges attending. We also introduced 
‘Saturday Take Away Nights’. Twice a term, the Ents Officers have organised a take 
away night for the times when work load is heavy and students simply want to eat, 
read and sleep. This has been a great alternative social, which is not based on dancing, 
music and alcohol. Ents have also continued their work with ‘Band in the Bar’ – which 
has always been a great success. 

Third, pragmatism is essentially about making life easier for students. For instance, it 
is notoriously difficult for Murray Edwards students to access cash as there is no cash 
point near the hill – this has caused difficulties at dinner and lunch times. To help 
alleviate this problem, the JCR worked alongside the Finance and IT Departments to 

introduce an online payment system. This was successful and is both very active and 
appreciated. The JCR and Welfare Officer have continued their hard work with Tea@3 
in Exam Term and Skive@5 in Michaelmas and Lent Terms. 

Our final term in office has been focussed on Environmental issues. We held a sold-
out ‘Local Foods Formal’ as well as a ‘Clothes Swap’ which raised a considerable 
amount for our designated charity, CamFed. One of our final events will be a 
Marriage Formal. College marriages are a Cambridge tradition and we want to 
celebrate these partnerships. This will also help with our ‘community’ objective. 

I am very happy with the JCR’s overall work this year. The JCR is also thankful to the 
President, Senior Tutor, Bursar, Events, Catering, and Access/Welfare Tutors (and all 
the rest!) who have helped us achieve all of the above. Here is to a new year and a 
new JCR!
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December 2012

The College welcomed prospective 
students for their interviews. 

January 2013

Professor Brigitte Askonas FRS, one of 
the College’s first Honorary Fellows, 
sadly passed away.

A new book, The 
Murray Edwards Duse 
Collection, (pictured 
left) was launched 
exploring the library 
of Italian actress 
Eleonora Duse, which 
was thought to have 
been lost but was 
discovered in the   

   College Library. 

Alumna Hattie Morahan (English, 1997) 
was named Best Actress at the Critics’ 
Circle Theatre Award.

February 2013

Three of our Honorary Fellows appeared 
in the Woman’s Hour list of the 100 most 
powerful women in the UK: Professor 
Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell (NH 1965), 
Professor Dame Nancy Rothwell and 
Dame Stephanie ‘Steve’ Shirley. 

Dr Poul Christoffersen, Fellow and 
Director of Studies in Geography, 
appeared BBC World Service programme 
The Forum.

October 2012

Dr Peter Forster, 
(pictured left) Fellow 
in Population Genetics 
and the College’s 
Praelector, was elected 
to the German National 
Academy of Sciences

Murray Edwards College 
Boat Club announced that Barclays had 
very generously agreed to sponsor them 
for the coming year.

Two of our newly graduated Veterinary 
students won prestigious national prizes.

November 2012

Alumna Hattie Morahan (English, 1997) 
won the Natasha Richardson Award for 
Best Actress at the Evening Standard 
Theatre Awards.

Evelyn Williams, one of the first artists 
to donate her work to the New Hall Art 
Collection, sadly passed away. 

College Highlights 
2012-13

BOAT CLUB REPORT

Murray Edwards College Boat Club
Henrike Schulte to Buehne
MECBC Publicity Officer 2013-14

The Club was very happy to welcome 
48 novices to MECBC at the start of 
Michaelmas term 2012. The first boat 
(W1) won their division in Autumn Head 
and placed 5th in Fairbairns whilst the 
second boat (W2) won their division.

Early in Lent term, W2 won their division 
in Robinson Head. W1 and W2 both 
earned their blades in the Lent Bumps, 
with W1 deservedly returning to the top 
division of Lents. W3 were also one of 
only two third boats to Get On to the 

bumps. Over Easter, a group of MECBC rowers went on a training camp in France, 
experiencing a new river and taking the chance to try out sculling.

W1 started off Easter term by placing 2nd in their division in Spring Head to Head and 
both W1 and W2 won their respective divisions in Champs Head. For the first time in 
9 years, MECBC fielded four crews in the May Bumps. During four days of racing, W4 
went up one station, W3 went up two and W2 only just missed winning their blades. 
W1 retained 3rd station in the second division with four row overs.

We have been in touch 
with many alumnae this 
year, with a group of 
NHBC rowers coming 
for an afternoon row on 
the Cam, and a meet-
up in London before 
WEHoRR, a race on the 
Thames. We continue to 
fundraise for the club, 
and have recently begun 
a new fundraising 
initiative which has had 
success already, for 
which the Boat Club is 
immensely grateful.

All Night Through, Evelyn Williams, 1984
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Dame Barbara Stocking (pictured below) 
was officially admitted as the College’s 
fifth President. 

March 2013

The College announced the election 
of Dame Barbara Stocking as its fifth 
President.

Nearly eighty students from four state 
school schools in Manchester joined 
us for an overnight stay as part of the 
University of Cambridge HE+ initiative 
(pictured below).

Two Murray Edwards alumnae were 
nominated for Olivier Awards: Hattie 
Morahan (NH 1997) and Nicola Walker 
(NH 1989).

April 2013

Celebrated artist Dame Paula Rego was 
elected as an Honorary Fellow of Murray 
Edwards College.

Nicola Walker (NH 1989) was named 
Best Actress in a Supporting role at the 
2013 Olivier Awards.

Alumnae Lizzy Hawker (NH 1995), who 
is an ultrarunner, was featured in the 
New York Times.

May 2013
A paper authored by 
Dr Rebecca Simmons, 
(pictured left) Fellow 
in Epidemiology, was 
named Research Paper 
of the Year at the 
2013 British Medical 
Journal Awards. 

June 2013

College benefactor Steve Edwards was 
awarded an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List for services to education.

Professor Wendy Bennett, Fellow in 
Linguistics, was awarded the 2013 Prix 
Georges Dumézil by the French Academy 
and was also elected as President of the 
Philological Society.

Dr Jennifer Bavidge, (pictured 
left) Fellow in English, was 
awarded a 2013 Pilkington 
Prize for Excellence in 
Teaching by the University of 
Cambridge.

Graduating student Zoah Hedges-Stocks 
hit the headlines after becoming the first 
person from a travelling fairground family 
to graduate from Cambridge with a First.

July 2013

Our final year students celebrated a 
fantastic set of academic results, with 93% 
of them achieving either a First or 2:1.

Alumna Redell Olsen (pictured left), (NH 
1990) was awarded 
a Judith E Wilson 
Fellowship in Poetry 
for 2013-2014 by the 
Faculty of English. 

Seventy-four young 
women, specially 

invited from schools across the UK, 
attended the Pathways to Success event 
for high-achieving young women in 
College (pictured below). 

August 2013

Professor Sarah Coakley (NH 1970), 
Fellow in Divinity, was featured in Times 
Higher Education.

The Machine, a play directed by alumnae 
Josie Rourke (NH 1995) was featured in 
the New York Times. 

September 2013

Alumna Maggie O’Farrell’s (NH 1990) 
book Instructions For A Heatwave was 
one of the Autumn 2013 picks for the 
Richard and Judy Book Club.

Over 100 alumnae and guests joined us 
in College for Alumnae Weekend. 
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FELLOWS

1979 Professor Christopher Huang MA PhD MD ScD 

1981 Dr Robin Hiley MA PhD 

1983  Dr Owen Saxton MA PhD 

1984 Dr John Guthrie PhD 

1988 Mrs Elsa Strietman MA 

1992 Dr Paola Filippucci MPhil PhD 
 Dr Sara Horrell PhD 

1994 Dr Ruchira Sinnatamby MA MB BChir 

1995 Dr Frances Henson MA PhD VetMB 

1998 Dr Raphael Lyne MPhil PhD 

1999 Dr Elizabeth Drayson MA PhD 

2001 Mr David Scrase MA 
  Professor Wendy Bennett MA PhD 

2002 Dr Peter Forster MA PhD 

  Dr Martin Welch PhD 

2004  Dr Sophie Turenne MA PhD 

2005 Dr Caroline Jolley MA MBBS 

2006 Dr Leo Mellor MA PhD 
  Dr Hilarie Bateman MA PhD 
  Mrs Nicola Cavaleri MPhil 
  Dr Elizabeth Callery MA PhD 
  Dr Sandeep Hothi MA MB BChir
  Ms Michelle Spear MSc 

2007 Dr Juliet Usher-Smith MA PhD MB BChir
  Dr Poul Christoffersen PhD 
  Dr Alexander Piotrowski PhD 
  Dr Kumar Aniket PhD 
  Professor Sarah Coakley MA ThM PhD 
  Dr Oliver Hadeler PhD 
  Dr Mikhail Pivnenko PhD 
  Dr Evaleila Pesaran MSc PhD 

2008  Dr Gregory Davis PhD 
  Dr Joanne Carr MA PhD 

2009  Dr David Jarvis MA PhD 
  Dr Nicholas Mundy MA VetMB PhD 
  Dr Erica Bithell MA PhD 
  Dr Kate Peters MAA PhD 

The Fellowship 
(As at 1 October 2013)

Visitor
Lord Watson of Richmond 
High Steward of Cambridge University 

President
Dame Barbara Stocking MA CBE DBE 

Vice-President
Mrs Elsa Strietman MA

Senior Tutor
Dr Juliet Foster MA MSc PhD

Bursar
Mr Robert Gardiner MA FCA
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2002  Dame Stephanie Shirley DBE 

2003  Miss Maggi Hambling CBE 
  Professor Dame Julia King DBE MA FREng 

2007  Professor Dame Jean Thomas DBE MA PhD ScD FRS FMEDSCI 

2008  Mrs Anne Lonsdale CBE MA 
  Professor Joanna MacGregor OBE FTCL FRAM FRSA 

2010  Professor Dame Nancy Rothwell DBE FRS 

2013  Dame Paula Rego DBE 

EMERITUS FELLOWS

1983  Mr George Levack OBE MA  

1992  Dr Janet Moore MA PhD 

1995  Professor Ruth Lynden-Bell MA PhD ScD FRS 
  Dr Valerie Pearl PhD 
  Dr Kate Pretty MA PhD 
  Mrs Joanna Womack MA 

1997  Dr Zara Steiner MA PhD FBA 
  Mrs Jenny Teichman BPhil MA 
  Professor Kiernan Ryan MA PhD FRSA FEA

1999  Dr Esther Goody PhD ScD 

2005  Dr Philip Hardie MA MPhil PhD FBA
  Dr Penny Wilson MA DPhil 

2006  Dr Joan Hinde MA PhD ScD
  Professor Rosemary Lloyd MA PhD LittD 
  Professor Jill Rubery MA PhD 

2007  Professor Ashok Venkitaraman MA MB BS PhD DPhil 

2009  Dr Houshang Ardavan BsC PhD 
  Dr Hatty Harris MA PhD 

2010  Professor Bernie Bulkin PhD 
  Mr Nicholas Wright MA 

2012  Professor Heather Glen MA PhD 

FOUNDATION FELLOWS

Mr Steve Edwards MA

Mr Canning Fok

Mrs Eliza Fok

Mr Alec Monk

Dr Rosalind Smith MA PhD 

2010  Mrs Paola Morris MBA FCCA 
  Ms Kirstie Preest DipILM MCLIP 
  Dr Daniel Weiss PhD 
  Dr Vicky Neale MA PhD 

2011  Dr Oliver Wort MA PhD 
  Dr Rebecca Simmons MSc PhD 
  Dr Emanuela Davey PhD 
  Dr Rachel Polonsky MA DPhil
  Dr Charles Roddie PhD 

2012  Dr Charlotte Lee MPhil 
  Dr Jennifer Murray MA PhD 
  Dr Jennifer Bavidge MA PhD 

2013  Dr Margaret Hartley MA MSci PhD 
  Dr Rachel Leow PhD 
  Dr Andrew Klein MBBS 
  Dr Marcus Morgan MA MSc PhD 
  Ms Fiona Duffy BA Hons
 Mr Robert Gardiner MA FCA 
  Dr Juliet Foster MA MSc PhD 
  Dr Zoe Wilson PhD 
  Dr Andrew Merrifield DPhil 
  Professor Martin Roland MA BM BCh DM FRCGP FRCP FMedSci CBE

BYE FELLOWS

Dr Angelina Turner PhD 

Dr Julia Turner MA PhD 

Dr Claire Martin MA MB BChir 

Mr Gareth Matthews BA 

Mr Alexander Steel BA 

Dr Chloe Valenti PhD 

Dr Lyndsay Coo MPhil PhD 

Dr Marina Evangelou MA PhD 

Dr Catherine Aiken MB BChir MA PhD MRCP 

Dr Alice Cicirello BEng MSc PhD 

HONORARY FELLOWS

1973  Miss Thea Musgrave CBE MusD

1991  Dr Christopher Johnson MA PhD 

1996  Professor Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell DBE PhD (Hon)ScD FRAS FRS

1997  Professor Dame Jessica Rawson DBE LittD FBA 

  Miss Jennifer Bacon CB MA (Hon)DSc 

2000  Miss Haruko Fukuda OBE MA (Hon)DSc 

FELLOWS WHO LEFT IN 2012-13

Dr James Dawson MA PhD

Dr Joseph Crawford MSt DPhil

Dr Jessica Irving MA MSci PhD

Dr Jörn Dunkel Dr.rer.nat

Ms Kate Love MA

Dr Jennifer Barnes MA MMus PhD FRSA 
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Dr Rachel Leow - Fellow in Asian History
Rachel Leow is a University Lecturer in the Faculty of History, 
as well as a member of the Centre for History and Economics. 
She is currently writing a book on language and nationalism 
in Southeast Asia, based on her doctoral research, as well as 
conducting research on the May Fourth movement in interwar 
China. She is also heading up a collaborative project on the 
modern history of political encyclopaedias and dictionaries in Asia.

Dr Andrew Merrifield - Fellow in Human Geography
Andrew Merrifield is a writer, social theorist, and urban 
geographer. He has taught human geography and been a visiting 
scholar at universities around the world, and for a number of 
years was a freelance writer living in France, where he wrote 
biographies of Guy Debord and Henri Lefebvre, as well as a 
bestselling “existential” travelogue, The Wisdom of Donkeys. 
He is currently working on a detailed theoretical study of global 
urbanization and its attendant links to progressive politics.

Dr Marcus Morgan - Fellow in Sociology
Marcus Morgan is a Research Associate in the Sociology 
Department, and is currently working on a collaborative EC-funded 
project investigating the development and institutionalisation of 
the social sciences and humanities in Europe from 1945 to the 
present day. After completing his PhD, Marcus was a Postdoctoral 
Teaching Fellow at Goldsmiths, University of London, taught social 
research methods at UCL, and also helped research a Guardian/
BBC Arabic documentary investigating the Pentagon’s links to 
police commando units implicated in torture in Iraq. 

Professor Martin Roland - Fellow in Public Health 
Martin Roland became Professor of Health Services Research at 
the University of Cambridge in 2009. He trained at the University 
of Oxford, where he obtained his doctorate. He has been a 
practising GP for 30 years and his main areas of research interest 
are developing methods of measuring quality of care, and 
evaluating interventions to improve care in the NHS. His previous 
areas of research include back pain, hospital referrals, out of 
hours care, and nurse practitioners in general practice.

Dr Zoe Wilson - Fellow in Chemistry
Zoe Wilson completed her PhD at the University of Auckland 
and was then awarded a Newton International Fellowship from 
the Royal Society to move to Cambridge and join the research 
group of Professor Steven Ley in the Department of Chemistry. 
Upon completion of the two year Newton Fellowship, she was 
appointed as a Postdoctoral Research Associate to continue 
working in the Ley group. While in Cambridge, she has been 
working on the total synthesis of the complex natural products 
azadirachtin and plantazolicins A and B.

Ms Fiona Duffy - Director of Development
Prior to joining Murray Edwards College, Fiona Duffy worked 
at University College London where she was Head of Principal 
Gifts. She is very familiar with Cambridge, from being both a 
former member of the University fundraising team and a former 
Assistant Development Director at Girton College. She was also 
Head of Development for four years at The Women’s Library 
in London. Fiona will be working closely with the President 
to develop a fundraising programme to support the College’s 
ambitions for the future.

Dr Juliet Foster - Senior Tutor 
Juliet Foster joined Murray Edwards College as Senior Tutor in 
September 2013, having previously been a Fellow at Corpus 
Christi. She has particular interests in student welfare, widening 
participation and women’s academic achievement. She is also 
a University Lecturer in social psychology in the Department 
of Psychology, a role that she fulfils on a part-time basis. 
Academically, she is interested in the genesis and development 
of shared knowledge and for many years has worked on 
understandings of health and illness, especially mental health.

Mr Robert Gardiner - Bursar 
Robert Gardiner joined Murray Edwards College as Bursar 
in October 2013. He received his MA from the University of 
Cambridge and went on to become a chartered accountant 
and a Partner at PwC. He has been a trustee of a children’s 
health charity and is currently a governor at The Perse School, 
Cambridge. 

Dr Margaret Hartley - Fellow in Earth Sciences
Margaret Hartley is an igneous petrologist and is based at 
the Department of Earth Sciences. Her current research focus 
is Icelandic volcanism, using geological observations and 
geochemical microanalysis in order to understand the plumbing 
system of large and active volcanoes in Iceland. She completed 
her PhD at the University of Edinburgh in 2011. 

Dr Andrew Klein - Fellow in Medical Science
Andrew Klein is a Consultant Anaesthetist at Papworth Hospital 
and his special interests are transoesophageal echocardiography 
and blood conservation. He is currently researching the pre-
operative treatment of iron deficiency or iron restriction anaemia, 
and the role of the inflammatory protein Hepcidin, as well as 
new methods of processing blood in the operating theatre. 

New Fellows
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Dr Elizabeth Drayson – Spanish – Official Fellow
Publications:

• The Lead Books of Granada, Early Modern History: Society and Culture Series 
(Palgrave MacMillan, 2013)

• ‘Possible sources for the Introduction to Berceo’s Milagros de nuestra Señora’, 
repr. in Classical and Medieval Literary Criticism, Vol. ‘Berceo’, (Columbia, South 
Carolina: Layman Poupard Publishing)

Papers:

• ‘From text to image and film: visual recreations of the Corpes episode from the 
Poema de mio Çid’, conference of the Association of Hispanists of Great Britain 
and Ireland, University of Oxford, March 2013

• ‘The Lead Books of Granada: Enduring Enigmas’, invited paper at the Oxford 
Hispanic Research Seminar, Taylor Institution, University of Oxford, November, 
2013

Dr Juliet Foster – Senior Tutor – Official Fellow
News:

• Juliet has continued as co-investigator on the inter-disciplinary AHRC project 
‘Isolated Acts’ examining performance and psychiatry. A conference on this 
topic was held in Cambridge, and an edited volume will be published in 2014. 
Juliet gave a seminar on her own work on a social psychological perspective on 
performances in the old psychiatric hospitals at the Social and Developmental 
Psychology seminar series in Cambridge in February. 

• She has also continued her research into social representations theory, especially 
in relation to issues of health and illness. 

Paper:

• Rubinstein, H. and Foster, J.L.H. (2013). “I don’t know whether it is to do with 
age or hormones or whether it is do with a stage in your life”: Making sense of 
menopause and the body. Journal of Health Psychology 18(2) 292-307

Dr John Guthrie – German Official Fellow
Publications:

• ‘J.M. R. Lenz, Der Hofmeister and Die Soldaten’. (Reprinted from 1984) In: 
Eighteenth-Century Literature Criticism, ed. James Hardin (Cengage/Gale, in 
press)

Fellows’ News 
& Publications

• ‘Lenz’s Style of Comedy’. (Reprinted from 1992) In: Eighteenth-Century 
Literature Criticism, ed. James Hardin (Cengage/Gale, in press)

• ‘Eighteenth-Century German Translations of Pope’s Poetry’. In: Publications of 
the English Goethe Society 82 (2013): 67-84.

• ‘Music, text and stage. Peter Stein’s production of Goethe’s Faust.’ In: Music 
in Goethe’s Faust. Goethe’s Faust in Music, ed. Lorraine Byrne Bodley, Florain 
Krobb and Wolfgang Marx, forthcoming

• ‘Schubarts Ästhetik des Dramas. Ein Beirag zur Shakespeare-Rezeption im 
Deutschland des 18. Jahrhunderts’. In: C. F. D. Schubart. Das Werk. Ed. Barbara 
Potthast and Stefan Knödler, Winter Verlag Heidelberg, forthcoming 2013

• Hilary Brown, Luise Gottsched The Translator (Rochester NY: Camden House, 
2012) Journal of European Studies 43 (2013): 81-82

• Inventions of the Imagination. Romanticism and Beyond, ed. Richard T. Gray et 
al. Seattle: University of Washington Press 2011. Modern Language Review 108 
(2013): 275-276

News:

• I spent some of my sabbatical year (2012-13) in Cambridge and some of it in 
libraries and archives in Germany. A grant from the Herzog-August-Biblithek 
in Wolfenbüttel enabled me to work there for three months on Anglo-German 
literary relations in the eighteenth century, particularly as reflected in the literary 
journals of the time. I edited a hitherto unpublished manuscript by the writer 
J. M. R. Lenz, a translation into German of a poem by Alexander Pope, and 
published a survey article on the reception of Pope’s poetry in Germany.

Professor Chris Huang – Cell Physiology Professorial Fellow
News:

• January 2014-2016: President, Cambridge Philosophical Society

Edited volumes:

• Sabir I.N, Matthews G.D.K. & Huang C.L.-H. (2013) (Eds), Invited theme volume 
on: Sudden arrhythmic death: from basic science to clinical practice, Frontiers in 
Physiology

Scientific articles:

• Zhang, Y., Wu, J., Jeevaratnam, K., King, J., Guzadhur, L., Ren, X., Grace, A.A., 
Lei, M., Huang, C. L.-H. & Fraser, J. A. (2013). Conduction slowing contributes 
to spontaneous ventricular arrhythmias in intrinsically active murine RyR2-P2328S 
hearts. Journal of Cardiovascular Electrophysiology. 24(2):210-218. [PMID: 
23131176]

• King, J. H., Zhang, Y., Lei, M., Grace, A. A., Huang, C. L-H. & Fraser, J. A. (2013). 
Atrial arrhythmia, triggering events and conduction abnormalities in isolated murine 
RyR2-P2328S hearts. Acta Physiologica. 207(2):308-23. [PMID: 22958452] 

• Martin, C. A., Huang, C. L-H. & Matthews, G. A. (2013). The role of ion 
channelopathies in sudden cardiac death: implications for clinical practice. Annals 
of Medicine. 45(4):364-374.[PMID: 23651009]
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• Sabir I.N, Matthews G.D.K. & Huang C.L.-H. (2013). Antithrombotic therapy in 
atrial fibrillation: aspirin is rarely the right choice. Postgraduate Medical Journal. 
89(1052):346-51. [PMID: 23404744]

• King, J. H., Wickramarachchi, C., Kua, K., Du, Y., Jeevaratnam, K., Matthews, H. 
R., Grace, A. A., Huang, C. L.-H. & Fraser, J. A. (2013). Loss of Nav1.5 expression 
and function in murine atria containing the RyR2-P2328S gain-of-function 
mutation. Cardiovascular Research 99, 751-759. [PMID: 23723061]

• Zhang, Y., Matthews, G. D. K., Lei, M. & Huang, C. L.-H. (2013). Abnormal 
Ca2+ homeostasis, atrial arrhythmogenesis and sinus node dysfunction in murine 
hearts modelling RyR2 modification. Frontiers in Physiology 4:150. doi: 10.3389/
fphys.2013.00150 [PMID: 23805105]

• King, J. H., Huang, C. L-H. & Fraser, J. A. (2013). Determinants of myocardial 
conduction velocity: implications for arrhythmogenesis. Frontiers in Cardiac 
Electrophysiology. 4:154. doi: 10.3389/fphys. [PMID: 23825462] 

• Huang, C. L-H. (2013). SERCA2a stimulation by istaroxime: a novel mechanism 
of action with translational implications. British Journal of Pharmacology 
170:486-488. [PMID: 23822610]

• Lei, M., Zhang, H & Huang, C. L-H. (2013). New insights into the molecular basis 
of cardiac arrhythmias: from animal models to computations. Invited Report: 
Cardiac & Respiratory Physiology Themed Meeting. 4-6 September 2012, 
Manchester, UK. Physiology News

• Sabir I.N, Matthews G.D.K. & Huang C.L.-H. (2013). Sudden arrhythmic death: 
from basic science to clinical practice. Frontiers in Physiology. doi: 10.3389/
fphys.2013.00339.

• Huang, C. L-H. (2013). The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine: fifty years 
of ion channels. Ion Channels in Health and Disease. Celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the award of the Nobel Prize to Alan Hodgkin and Andrew Huxley 
(Sept 16-17. 2013). pp4-7. Cambridge Neuroscience. University of Cambridge.

Abstracts:

• King J. H., Kua, K., Du Y., Jeevaratnam K., Matthews H. R., Grace A. A., Huang, 
C. L-H, Fraser J. A. (2013). Loss of Nav1.5 function contributes to conduction 
abnormalities and atrial arrhythmia in murine atria containing the RyR2-P2328S 
gain-of-function mutation. Cardiac Arrhythmia Mechanisms, GRC, Ventura, USA

Dr Charlotte Lee – German Research Fellow
Articles:

• ‘Mignon and the Idea of the Secret’, in The Present Word: Culture, Society and 
the Site of Literature. Essays in Honour of Nicholas Boyle (Oxford: Legenda, 2013) 

• ‘Im flüßgen Element hin und wieder schweifen: Development and Return in 
Goethe’s poetry and Hegel’s Philosophy’, in Goethe Yearbook 20 (2013).

Professor Ruth Lynden-Bell Emeritus Fellow
Publication:

• Carrete, J., Mendez-Morales, T., Cabeza, O., Lynden-Bell, R. M., Gallego, L. J. 
and Varela, L. M. (2013) ‘Investigation of the local structure of mixtures of an 
ionic liquid with polar solvents through molecular dynamics: cluster formation and 
angular distributions.’, J Phys Chem B, 116, pp. 5941-5950

Dr Raphael Lyne – English Official Fellow
News:

• Dr Lyne has been promoted to a Readership. 

Professor Joanna MacGregor – Honorary Fellow
News:

• I have played concerts in China, Hong Kong, Spain, Germany, and the 
Netherlands, and in April performed the Goldberg Variations at John Eliot 
Gardner’s Bach celebration at the Royal Albert Hall. After a nasty accident with 
falling glass (which necessitated an operation on my left hand and three months 
physiotherapy) I’m glad to have got back to performing, celebrating Britten’s 
centenary in Leipzig with a performance of Britten’s piano concerto at the 
Gewandhaus. In November I was appointed Professor at University of London.

Dr Leo Mellor – English Official Fellow
News:

• My book, Reading the Ruins: Modernism, Bombsites and British Culture (CUP, 
2011), has been widely, and generally favourably, reviewed in a number of 
journals. I’ve also been asked to give papers at a variety of places here and in 
the US, and will be giving a plenary lecture at the Dylan Thomas Centenary 
conference in Swansea. 

• One of my doctoral students, working on ‘The Queer Cultures of 1930s prose’, 
has successfully passed her PhD viva and has now been awarded a three-year 
Leverhulme Fellowship in the English faculty, where she will look at sexuality in 
British interwar genre fiction. I also have a new doctoral student, Claire Wilkinson, 
an MEC alumna, who is now working with me on ‘Literature and financial crisis: 
1720-present’ on a Winton Studentship, generously given by Winton Capital 
Management. 

Articles and Chapters:

• ‘Narcissus and a trust fund: George Barker and T.S. Eliot’, in The Journal of the 
T.S. Eliot Society (2013), pp.27-37 

• ‘The unburied past & walking with ghosts’, in The Oxford Handbook of 
Contemporary British and Irish Poetry, ed. Peter Robinson (Oxford University 
Press, 2013) 



38 39

FELLOWS’ NEWS & PUBLICATIONS FELLOWS’ NEWS & PUBLICATIONS

• ‘The lure of the wild’, in The Cambridge Companion to Literature and the 
Environment, ed. Louise Westling (Cambridge University Press, 2013) 

Reviews:

• Julia Hell & Andreas Schole (eds), ‘Ruins of Modernity’, in Forum for Modern 
Language Studies, 48.1 (2012)

• ‘Writing Britain’ (British Library Exhibition), in Times Higher Education 
Supplement 10.5.2012

• Lara Feigel, ‘Literature, Cinema and Politics: Reading between the Frames’, in 
Modernism and Modernity, 19.1. (2012)

Dr Andrew Merrifield – Human Geography Supernumerary Fellow
Book:

• Merrifield, A, The Politics of the Encounter: Urban Theory and Protest under 
Planetary Urbanization (University of Georgia Press, 2013)

Dr Jennifer Murray – Psychology  Official Fellow
Articles:

• Murray, J.E., Dilleen, R. M., Pelloux, Y., Economidou, D., Dalley, J. W., Belin, 
D. and Everitt, B. J. (In Press) Increased impulsivity retards the transition to 
dorsolateral striatal dopamine control of cocaine seeking. Biological Psychiatry

• Fernando, A. B. P., Murray, J. E. and Milton, A. L. (In Press) The amygdala: 
Securing pleasure and avoiding pain. Frontiers in Neuroscience

• Belin, D., Belin-Rauscent, A., Murray, J. E. and Everitt, B. J. (2013) Addictions: 
failure in control over maladaptive incentive habits. Current Opinion in 
Neurobiology, 23:564-572

• Pelloux, Y., Murray, J. E. and Everitt, B. J. (2013) Differential roles of the 
prefrontal cortical subregions and basolateral amygdala in compulsive cocaine 
seeking and relapse after voluntary abstinence in rats. European Journal of 
Neuroscience, 38:3018-3026

Dr Alex Piotrowski – Earth Sciences  Official Fellow
Publications:

• Elderfield, H., Ferretti P., Greaves, M., Crowhurst, S., McCave, I.N., Hodell, D. 
and Piotrowski, A.M. (2012) Evolution of ocean temperature and ice volume 
from the Mid Pleistocene Climate Transition, Science, 337, 704, doi:10.1126/
science.1221294

• Wilson, D.J., Piotrowski A.M., Galy, A. and Clegg, J.A. (2013) Reactivity of 
neodymium carriers in deep sea sediments: implications for boundary exchange 
and paleoceanography, Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, Vol:109, ISSN:0016-
7037, Pages:197-221

• Noble T.L., Piotrowski, A.M. and McCave I.N. (2013) Nd isotopic composition 
of intermediate and deep-waters in the glacial southwest Pacific, Earth and 
Planetary Science Letters, 384. pp. 27-36. ISSN 0012-821X

• Shorttle, O., MacLennan J. and Piotrowski A.M. (2013) Geochemical 
provincialism in the Iceland plume: Implications for isotopic double chains on 
ocean islands, Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, 123. pp. 363-397. ISSN 0016-
7037

Funded Grant:

• Primary investigator A.M. Piotrowski, Co-Investigator Professor Harry Elderfield. 
“Deep Ocean Circulation and Carbon Cycle Links During the Quaternary” 
01/07/2013-01/01/2016, NERC NE/K005235/1 £562,500. We will be 
reconstructing the link between deep ocean circulation and global carbon cycle by 
using neodymium and carbon isotopes. We will be focusing on a period of time 
approximately 1 million years ago called the Mid-Pleistocene Transition when 
the global climate system changed dramatically and large ice sheets grew in the 
northern hemisphere for the first time.

Professor Kiernan Ryan Emeritus Fellow
Publications:

• ‘“Nothing that is so, is so”: Twelfth Night’ in Shakespearean Criticism 144, ed. 
Michelle Lee (Detroit: Gale, 2012), pp. 277-95

• ‘“A kind of history”: The Taming of the Shrew’, in Shakespearean Criticism 145, 
ed. Michelle Lee (Detroit: Gale, 2012), pp. 287-97

• ‘“Here’s fine revolution”: Shakespeare’s Philosophy of the Future’, Essays in 
Criticism, 63:2 (2013), pp. 105-27

• ‘Shakespeare’s Inhumanity’, Shakespeare Survey 66 (2013), pp. 220-31

News:

• Professor Ryan delivered the annual F.W. Bateson Memorial Lecture on 
Shakespeare at Corpus Christi College, Oxford; the Annual Public Shakespeare 
Lecture at the University of Hull; the keynote lecture on Shakespeare at the 
annual conference of the Romanian Society for English & American Studies, and a 
guest lecture at the Shakespeare Institute, Stratford-upon-Avon.

Dr Ruchi Sinnatamby – Medical Science Supernumerary Fellow
Award:

• Health Education East of England, Educator of the Year award September 2013

Publication:

• Maxwell, A. J., Beattie, C., Lavelle, J., Lyburn, I., Sinnatamby, R., Garnett, S. 
and Herbert, A., ‘The effect of false positive breast screening examinations on 
subsequent attendance: retrospective cohort study’, J Med Screen, 2013:1–8 
DOI: 10.1177/0969141313499147
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Invited lectures:

• British Society of Breast Radiology Annual Scientific Meeting, Leeds, Nov 2012 

• Royal College of Radiologists Breast Imaging Study Day, The IET, London,  
June 2013

Dr Juliet Usher-Smith – Pre-Clinical Medicine Supernumerary Fellow
Publications:

• Usher-Smith J. A., Thompson M., Ercole A. and Walter F. M. Variation between 
countries in the frequency of diabetic ketoacidosis at first presentation of type 1 
diabetes in children: a systematic review. Diabetologia. 2012 Nov;55(11):2878-
94. doi: 10.1007/s00125-012-2690-2 

• Luca P., Hamilton J., Mahmud F. H. and Usher-Smith J. Ask the Experts: Pediatric 
Type 1 diabetes: adjunctive therapies, celiac disease and the role of the primary 
care physician. Diabetes Management, 2012;2,6,489-495

We offer our sincere thanks to everyone who has supported us over the past year, 
those whose names are listed on the following pages and those who have chosen to 
give anonymously. If you would like to make a gift, and appear on next year’s list, a 
donation form is available at the end of the Roll of Benefactors. Every gift the College 
receives, no matter the size, makes a real difference. 

In the 2012-2013 financial year, the College received £540,000 in new donations, and 
fulfilment of previous pledges and legacies. 

We received £183,000 in new gifts and pledges towards the Rosemary Murray Fund 
for Student Support, which makes it possible for the College to continue to support, to 
challenge and to influence our young women. Some of our highlights included:

• We were able to respond quickly to cases of unexpected financial hardship

• We contributed to the Cambridge Bursary Scheme upon which 24% of our 
students rely

• We awarded 41 student travel exhibitions for travel within the UK, Europe and 
further afield

• We supported 30 students who took up volunteering and internship placements   
in association with the Gateway Programme

• We subsidised vacation accommodation for those doing elective projects   
in Cambridge

• We were able to offer financial assistance to a number     
of graduate students

• We were able to provide funding for women competing 
at University level in sports including basketball, hockey, 
netball, rowing, rugby, ski-racing and water polo

We also received several legacy gifts this year,  
with the majority being allocated to Fellowships; 
£193,000 was allocated to a Fellowship in 
Maths and a further £63,500 towards the 
Roma Gill Fellowship in English. If you 
would like more information about leaving 
a gift to the College in your Will, or giving 
more generally, please contact the 
Development Office: 

development@murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk or 
01223 762288. 

GIVING TO COLLEGE

Giving to College
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Murray Edwards College is most grateful for the generous support of the following 
alumnae who made a gift to the College during the 2013 calendar year. The College 
also acknowledges with gratitude benefactors who have requested anonymity for their 
gifts and those who have left a legacy to the College in their Will.

1954
Eve Allderidge (née Collyer) 
The Estate of Roma Gill (née Gill) 
Annabel Rathbone (née Balfour) 
Gwen Ward (née Dawkins)
Janet Webber 
The Estate of Anne Williams (née Evans) 

1955
Ariane Batterberry (née Ruskin)
Elizabeth Budd (née Kenrick) 
Valerie Hess (née Watkin) 
Pat Houghton (née Slawson) 
Janet Lailey (née Ellis) 
Elizabeth Waldram (née Collins) 
Katharine Welbourne (née Peers) 

1956
Wendy Annan (née Pollard) 
Ann Elliot (née Brimacombe) 
Alisoun Gardner-Medwin (née Shire) 
Susan Gomme (née Koechlin) 
Cynthia Johnston (née Puttock) 
Alison Richards (née Souper) 

1957
Rosemary Holderness (née Smith) 
Anne Holmes (née Church) 
Janet Laming (née Ruskell) 
Felicity Phelps (née Crozier) 
Isabel Raphael (née Lawson) 

1958
Alison Farrow (née Brown) 
Stefania Grant 
Alden Jackson (née Glanville) 

1959
Angela Cheeseman (née Dunham) 
Sheila Coates 
Janice JHebditch (née Aitken) 
Elizabeth Hurst (née Dunstan) 

Judith Langley 
Ruth Neal (née Candy) 

1960
Dusha Bateson (née Matthews) 
Susan Binnie (née Strickland)
Jennifer Calder (née Daiches) 
Susan Joyner (née Rotheram) 
Marion Longstaff (née Miles) 
Elizabeth Pearson (née Angus) 
Hilary Steedman (née Pervinkler) 

1961
Rose Ashby (née Watson)
Carola Gordon (née Brotherton)
Jean Tunnicliffe-Wilson (née Anscombe) 
Ruth Whitehouse (née Ainger) 
Ann Zammit (née Johnson) 

1962
Caroline Barker Bennett 
Margaret Harrop (née Elliott-Binns) 
Nancy Iacobucci (née Eastham) 
Jessica Rawson (née Quirk) 
Sue Vaughan 
Katherine Vine 

1963
Maureen O’Rourke 
Lucy Summers 
Ania Viesel (née Wybraniec) 
Merryn Williams 

1964
Jane Allen (née Pollard)
Jennifer Bacon 
Jane Heal (née Kneale)
Beth Hinds 
Clare Passingham (née Darlington) 
Jennifer Sweeney (née Digby) 

Roll of  Benefactors 2013 1965
Katharine Allan (née Tait) 
Frine Asprer-Zaballero (née Asprer)
Frances Balfour 
Rosemary Beer 
Jennifer Blackburn (née Trudgian) 
Elizabeth Blunt (née Harden) 
Helen Cooper (née Kent) 
Sheena Evans (née Milne) 
Nadya Gawadi 
Celia Kerslake 
Gillian Martin (née Sanderson)
Emma Moffatt (née Newton) 
Rosemary Rees (née Dawson) 
Priscilla Truss (née Grasby) 
Valerie Wadsworth (née Jones) 
Dorothy Walgate (née Taylor) 
Susan Whitfield (née Bottomley) 

1966
Ann Altman (née Körner) 
Alison Appleby 
Elizabeth Barker Bennett 
Katherine Bradnock (née Ryder)
Sheila Brown (née Robinson) 
Angela Green (née Cullingford) 
Maria Hearl (née Coxhead) 
Kathryn Louhichi (née Thomas)
Margaret Price (née Shore) 
Lesley Saunders 
Beatrice Shire (née Scorer) 
Deborah Swallow 
Rachel Travers (née Stone) 
Benedikte Uttenthal 
Christina Walkley (née Hawkins) 
Hilary Watkins (née Merchant) 
Joanna Womack (née Hodges) 

1967
Anne Fendley (née de Rousset-Hall) 
Ann Goldman 
Elizabeth Howes 
Ann Hudson (née Maloney) 
Margaret Rice-Oxley (née Fleming) 
Joy Richardson (née James) 
Denise Riley 
Catharine Robertson (née Brown) 
Imogen Waterson (née Richards) 

1968
Sarah Ash (née Rydill) 
Tirzah Ben-David (née Thorn) 
Paula Bolton-Maggs (née Blundell Jones) 
Ann Campbell (née Beeching) 
Hilary Douglas (née Black) 
Jane Edwards 
Alison Macdonald (née Coote) 
Hannah Northridge (née Rumpus) 
Evelyn Silber 
Fiona Stiedl (née Langham) 
Dinah Townsend (née Holderness) 
Diana Westmoreland 
Judith White (née Sanders) 
Jane Ziar (née Butler) 

1969
Elizabeth Atkinson (née Gardiner)
Iris Barry 
Elizabeth Buckmaster (née Mark) 
Margaret Budden 
Jennifer Chinner (née McKay)
Susan Davies (née Lake) 
Cornelia Gilder (née Brooke) 
Ann-Louise Kinmonth 
Betty Kirkwood (née Bartlett)
Jane Lamb (née Wright) 
Jennifer Mant (née Price) 
Frances Matthews 
Jennie Metcalfe 
Jacqueline Mitton (née Pardoe)
Robin Raphel (née Johnson)
Helen Sadler (née Freeman)
Louise Sanders (née Elliott) 
Patricia Sims (née Maynard) 
Hilary Sommerlad 
Barbara Stocking 
Cecilia Twinch (née Merrison)
Catherine Wardroper (née Bolitho)
Margaret Whitehead (née Knight)

1970
Janet Clarke (née Hall) 
Rosemary Crafts 
Alison Evans (née Mansfield) 
Catherine Gilbert 
Clare Gilmour 
Marian Greenwood (née Jaques) 
Heather Hall (née Anscombe) 
Maggie Hattersley (née Pearlstine)
Susan Jackson (née Elliott) 
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Heather Kirk (née Nicolle) 
Julia Lane (née Murray)
Olivia Loewendahl (née Maude)
Anne Monroe (née Grierson) 
Niobe Wells (née Hopkins)
Jane Williams (née Little) 

1971
Virginia Beardshaw 
Maryla Carter (née Ignatowicz) 
Siân Crisp (née Jenkins) 
Jacqueline Gooding 
Diane James 
Wendy Joseph 
Harriet Lupton 
Anne Muir (née Borrett) 
Alison Newbery (née Cleghorn)
Louise Ramsay (née Gibbon) 
Miriam Roston 
Rosemary Temple 
Sarah Watson (née Henley) 
Pauline Whitney (née Micklam)
Felicity Willows (née Barnard)
Alison Wray (née O’Brien) 

1972
Elizabeth Allen (née Peschek) 
Julie Bell (née Radley) 
Catherine Bradley 
Serena Cockayne Jones (née Cockayne)
Clare Corbett (née de Trafford)
Evie Dovaston 
Glynis Drummond (née Fell)
Patricia Dunlop (née Williams) 
Carol Fear 
Ruth Howard (née Clague) 
Eileen Joyce 
Julia King 
Susan Kirrage 
Deborah Lazarus (née Howard)
Janine Lettau 
Judith Nicholson 
Lucy Robinson 
Anne-Marie Styles 
Christine Tadd (née White)
Joanna Teverson (née Gore-Booth) 
Camilla Toulmin 
Alexandra Trouton 
Evelyn Williams 
Barbara Wilson (née Lewis)

1973
Anne Banks (née Sheldon) 
Sarah Canby (née Masters)
Susan Corbett 
Judith Gilbert (née Andrews) 
Gillian Hale (née Hutson) 
Dawn Hunter-Ellis 
Lynne Jones (née Daly) 
Victoria Karney 
Rosemary Leeke 
Louise Morse (née Miller) 
Sarah Owen (née Bull)
Daniela Roher (née Rodda) 
Ingrid Strawson (née Davidge) 
Philippa Wheeler (née Davis) 

1974
Francesca Ashburner (née Ryan)
Susan Bayly (née Kaufmann) 
Caroline Bird 
Julie Broadbent (née Bowes) 
Bridget Eickhoff 
Lesley Evans (née Stockdale) 
Rosalind Evans (née Ramsay)
Jane Hastings (née Carter) 
Judith Heap (née Bennett) 
Sarah Hyde 
Lynwen Jones 
Judith Lancaster (née Lawrence)
Alison Lewis 
Anne Lowes (née Stringer)
Patricia Pemberton (née Campbell) 
Priscilla Ross (née Williams)
Kathryn Souter (née Grady)
Katharine Syfret (née Allinson) 
Elizabeth Thorne (née Fisher) 
Laura Warren (née Rham)
Susan Wilyman (née Marsh) 

1975
Clare Adam (née Wilson) 
Lesley Clough 
Elaine Corps (née Bailyes) 
Jane Dunlop (née Grisdale) 
Elizabeth Horne 
Charlotte Huskisson 
Lynn Jeffreys (née Coward) 
Charlotte Johanson (née Howell) 
Miranda Menzies (née Brooks) 
Abigail Mozley (née Cooper) 
Anne Nicholson 

Jane Pither (née Hannon) 
Sheila Richardson 
Katherine Rimell 
Margo Scott (née McLaren) 
Kate Smith (née Smart)
Irene Woods (née Steniulis) 
Hazel Wright 

1976
Susannah Burn (née Humphreys)
Jill Burnett (née Dorsett) 
Christine Dobbs (née Proby) 
Sonja Ekberg 
Carol Foster (née MacLean) 
Anne Jessett (née Millington) 
Caroline Lloyd (née Lane) 
Elizabeth Loudon 
Jill MacMahon 
Bethan Myers (née Howells) 
Helen Rees Jones (née Dixon) 
Mary Shaw 
Linda West (née Pearson)

1977
Ann Bartlett 
Vivienne Cassley 
Sarah Daniell (née Hunter-Jones) 
Deborah Ellinger (née Chopping) 
Helen Hurst 
Jane Lambert 
Charlotte Metcalf 
Jessica Nettleton 
Janice Parry (née Auton) 
Elizabeth Wellesley Wesley (née 
Romanes) 
Julie Young 

1978
Carolyn Angwin-Thomson (née Angwin)
Kate Charlton-Jones (née Gorman) 
Alison Dean 
Sophy Fisher 
Patricia Goldsmith 
Rachel Howgego (née Burbridge) 
Christine Lattek 
Janet Legget-Jones (née Legget) 
Jane Littlejohn 
Edna Murphy 
Susan Pinfold 
Jane Silcock (née Folwell) 
Hilary Thomas 

Jillian Tovey 
Sarah Vermont (née Webster) 
Anne von Guionneau (née McLaughlin)
Susan Weekes (née Ormond) 

1979
Lilani Arambepola (née Nimalsuriya) 
Rachel Bowers (née Freer-Green) 
Rachel Drysdale 
Beverley Forsythe (née Thorne) 
Elspeth Gourd (née Boardley)
Frances Jacomb-Hood (née Mitchell) 
Deborah Macklin (née Schofield)
Denise Morrey 
Anne Oliver (née Parr) 
Emily Patrick 
Kate Payne (née Wilson) 
Tessa Porter 
Ruth Ruggles 
Miranda Weston-Smith 
Kay Wilkinson (née MacLarnon) 

1980
Hazel Aucken (née Brodley) 
Katayun Barmak (née Barmak-Vaziri) 
Deborah Bartlett 
Claire Blesing (née Hobbs) 
Jane Butler (née Dixon) 
Tracey Campbell 
Alison Care (née Fellows)
Lucianne Eastwood (née Farrar)
Jane Edge 
Caroline Gilchrist (née Walker) 
Katy Hinchliffe 
Serena Hodgson (née Cantrell)
Helen Jackson (née Chillingworth) 
Miranda Kendall (née Page Wood) 
Katherine Lowe 
Karen Maund 
Julia Millhouse 
Robin Morgan 
Stephanie Rudgard-Redsell (née Redsell)
Hilary Tuppen (née Bowman)
Jill Williams (née Norman)
Denise Yates 

1981
Helen Beare 
Clare Briegal (née Munford)
Jacqueline Burrage (née Eagle)
Mary Champion 
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Madhvi Chanrai 
Sally Clayson (née Wheatley) 
Helen Cocksedge 
Natasha Crowcroft 
Susan Grayling (née Dillistone)
Alison Hands Cooke (née Cooke) 
Kirsten Hesketh (née Dougal-Biggs) 
Philippa Jackson (née Owens) 
Anna Kaposi 
Vivienne McVey (née Jinks) 
Clare Sheikh (née Salmon) 
Ros Smith 
Helen Stevenson 
Anna Thomas (née Taberner) 
Sarah Walter (née Dudley-Smith)
Madeleine Westrop (née Becker) 
Sofka Zinovieff 

1982
Elizabeth Boothroyd (née Hand)
Jo Busvine 
Gabrielle Chiappe 
Sally Daboo (née Griffiths) 
Jacqueline Hall (née Campbell) 
Fiona Johansen (née Rawlinson)
Helen Pauli 
Marcia Van-Loo (née Smith) 

1983
Melissa Allfrey (née Tomlinson) 
Matilde Bagnoli 
Romayne Campbell 
Catherine Elwood (née Wait)
Pauline Mills (née Nescalfe) 
Moni Mohsin 
Christine Roberts 
Caroline Sweetman 
Catherine Troupp 

1984
Karen Addington 
Fiona Anderson (née Sandell) 
Susan Brench 
Helen Chamberlain (née Maynard)
Sarah Hill Wheeler (née Wheeler) 
Carol Hills (née Grossman)
Anna-Louise Lawrence 
Jennifer Mathers 
Philippa Webster (née Clifford) 
Victoria Wood 

1985
Catherine Beale (née Owens)
Kathleen Dixon (née Miles) 
Paola Filippucci 
Jennifer Gilbert 
Amanda Leigh (née Tuthill) 
Catherine Matthews (née Dingle) 
Lucy Pavesi (née Harrison) 
Nicola Rees (née Wild) 
Sara Russell 
Harriet Stewart 
Tanya Watt (née Gerry)

1986
Judith Bainbridge Hamilton (née 
Bainbridge)
Claire Baum (née Walker)
Prudence Benatar 
Sarah Evans (née Oglesby) 
Kate Eves 
Diana Ferrar (née Williamson) 
Paola Filippucci 
Melanie Nicoll (née Crowther) 
Kasia Reed (née Zabnienska) 
Catherine Relyea 
Jo-Ann Rew (née McArdle) 

1987
Catherine Bailey (née Worboys) 
Mary Batuure (née Kulah) 
Lucy Bryden (née Stewart) 
Carolyn Charman (née Venn) 
Alison Clayton (née Hayes) 
Catherine Coley (née Daley) 
Penthea Crozier 
Catharine Goddard (née Martin) 
Sarah Hinds 
Catherine Lawson (née Gatenby) 
Catriona Lloyd (née Roxburgh)
Janet Miller 
Francisca Oboh-Ikuenobe (née Oboh)
Helen Sanders 
Sarah Tebbutt 

1988
Alison Arthur (née Collins) 
Helen Baker (née Smith) 
Alison Clare-Dalgleish (née Clare) 
Emma Dewhurst 
Susan Evans (née Mead) 
Susan Fitton 

Evelyn Gardiner (née Gleeson) 
Janet Gomez 
Helen Heslop (née Heslop)
Katherine Isaak 
Susanna Keusch (née Fay) 
Jasja Kotterman (née de Smedt) 
Melanie Marsh (née Plenderleith)
Mary McStay 
Alexandra Robson (née Morris) 
Else Thomson (née Duncan) 
Marianne Wanstall (née Spall) 

1989
Kate Beaton (née Jones) 
Abbe Brown (née Lockhart) 
Jennifer Clementson 
Lucinda Edge (née Papworth) 
Amy Frizell 
Sharon Fuller (née Malkin)
Rhian Granleese (née Evans) 
Rachel Halliburton 
Louise Hobbs (née Christie)
Kate Kardooni (née Burnham)  
Vanessa King 
Machiko Kudo 
Susan Luke 
Melissa Nash 
Emma Norman 
Sarah Phelps 
Sara Reed (née Marani) 
Nina Roscoe (née Tilston) 
Kara Theiding (née Olsen) 
Christina Wade (née Williamson) 

1990
Tamara Cohen 
Lucy Crunden (née Griffith-Jones) 
Kay Davies (née MacDonald) 
Miranda Griffin 
Lynne Guyton 
Louise Haddo (née Mobey)
Warsha Kalé (née Prabhu) 
Vanessa Lane (née Reid) 
Elizabeth Melcher Luckett (née Melcher)
Grace Oliver 
Louise Tolman 

1991
Juliet Biddle 
Margaret Blake (née Newby) 
Sara da Gama Howells 

Sarah Green (née Heard) 
Elanor Kortland (née Hunt) 
Olga Kouri 
Polly Mohs-Thomas (née Mohs) 
Paula Noble (née Yearsley) 
Cathrin Cathrin Petty (née ) 1991
Laura Sitwell (née McCorquodale) 
Samantha Wright 

1992
Diana Battrick (née Hillier) 
Wendy Hall 
Madeleine Lowry (née Chester) 
Teena Madhvani 
Catherine Rafi (née Lord) 
Heather Smith 

1993
Hannah Absolom (née Brown) 
Caroline Bayly (née Kinnear) 
Claudia Bray (née Freeman) 
Victoria Cooper (née Jeffries) 
Aqsa Dar 
Lucy Fraser (née Meewezen) 
Elanor Gill 
Kate Hewitt (née Richmond) 
Rachel Spinks 
Zoë van den Bosch 
Lucy Wakeford (née Carr) 
Katherine Ward 

1994
Joanna Ahlkvist (née Tattersfield) 
Pia Gupta 
Jayne Harris (née Nielsen)
Aline Koné Bavister (née Koné) 
Susan May (née Mallia) 
Natalie Richards (née Weller-Cliff)

1995
Kathryn Batchelor (née Woodham)
Debbie Bowen (née Matthews) 
Abby Bradley 
Lisa Burke 
Anne Hudd 
Elizabeth Liddiard (née Davies) 
Paula Mackenzie (née Cox) 
Serena Nik-Zainal 
Josie Rourke 
Sonika Sidhu (née Nirwal)
Alison Stoddart 
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Christa Wall (née Corderoy) 
Georgina Woods (née Turcan) 

1996
Susanna Blustin (née Wycherley)
Helen Brimmer 
Katerina Carvounis 
Tamsin Collins (née Collins) 
Yvonne Deng 
Natasha Fernz 
Katherine Forsdyke (née Bradbury)
Charlotte Gardner (née Chambers) 
Emma Greenwood (née Lucas) 
Victoria Keevil 
Irenka Lennon (née Suto) 
Victoria Lesley 
Chaya Nursinghdass 
Rohani Omar 
Yvonne Rigby 
Rosalind Shaw 
Sally Stares 
Gunhild von der Bank (née Wiggenhorn)

1997
Louise Brass (née Robinson) 
Arabel Liddell 
Rhiannon McKinnon (née Evans) 
Philippa Peto (née Peto) 
Victoria Spratt 
Jane Turner (née Walker) 

1998
Elisabetta Cova 
Sarah Dow (née Glover) 
Kate Downer 
Ze-yi Lim 
Jeanne Lu 
Amanda Lucas 
Sylvia Ninkovic (née Lowe) 
Julia Pearson (née Kirk) 
Anna Reynolds (née Hemsley) 
Helen Richards 
Stacie Strong 
Wai San Wong 
Siao Teng Yap 

1999
Rio Daniel 
Kirstie Davidson 
Sophie Keay 
Nicola McKie 

Caroline Milner-Brown (née McIntee)
Sarah Quilliam-Mayne (née Quilliam) 
Anna Ritchie 
Lara Shah 
Satchi Shah (née Malde)

2000 
Christina Blunt 
Emma Daniel (née Charlton)
Jillian Galloway 
Sally-Ann Gannon 
Joy Haughton 
Sophie Hennessey (née Buckingham)
Elizabeth James 
Joanne Linforth 
Sarah Morgan 
Eizabeth Patton 
Lydia Simpson (née Ash) 
Emma Townsend (née Rouse) 
Rebecca Treharne (née Robinson) 

2001
Alexandra Auden 
Katharine Gardiner 
Mary Green (née Griffith) 
Helen James (née Curry) 
Alison Mansfield (née Clayworth) 
Bernadette Mingaye (née Symons) 
Sarah Mitchell (née Kendall) 
Rebecca Spencer (née Handbury) 
Lucy Whitehead (née Richardson)
Eve Williams 

2002
Ruth Ahnert (née Roberts) 
Cinar Altun 
Sarah Aves 
Jane Carmichael 
Elizabeth Ellis 
Emily Graham (née Boys) 
Fiona Green 
Christina Hicks (née Elliot) 
Jennifer King 
Kirsty Matthews 
Naomi Millner 
Vanessa Nash (née Bull)
Louise Slater 
Lydia Vella (née Luke) 
Yun Ye 

2003
Laura Fisk 
Hannah Forkan 
Catherine Harris 
Kathryn Hodges 
Har Ye Kan 
Rachel Nichols 
Lotte Rouquet (née Phillips)

2004
Josephine Anrep 
Sarah Blaney 
Felicity Boyce 
Wing Ying Chow 
Cindy Chungong 
Donna Etiebet 
Claire Fishpool 
Katherine Grimditch 
Katherine Hedley 
Sarah Howes 
Victoria Page (née Evans) 
Despina Pampaka 
Joanna Rossiter 
Catriona Sellick (née Smith) 
Helen Smith 
Chet Wei Tan 
Victoria Weinberg (née Alexander) 

2005
Lucy Greenwood 
Sophie Horner 
Lyeanne Jones 
Deborah McKinlay 
Sarah Rothwell 
Sophie Sellick 
Kathleen Swanson 
Katherine Ward 

2006
Jacinth Drakulic 

2007
Netta Chachamu 
Loretta Cheung 
Jemima Ferguson 
Caroline Phillips 
Anastasia Vishnivetskaya 

2008
Corina Logan 

The College would also like to 
acknowledge the following Fellows, 
former Fellows, staff, organisations, 
friends and parents who have supported 
us in 2013. 

Cyril Acton
Mrs E Acton
Peter Agar
Horace Barlow
The Estate of Nora Barlow
Christopher Bayly
Ian Beaton
T C Bennett
Bernie Bulkin
Jon Burrell
Quentin Campbell
Christine Carpenter 
John Charlton-Jones
Andrew Clarke 
Douglas Colvin
Anne Crowther 
Jem Davies
Robert Douglas
Fiona Duffy
Steve Edwards 
Clive Elwood 
Jonathan Gardner 
Heather Glen
Martin Gordon
Omar Haddo
Hatty Harris
Gemma Hayden
Mike Heap
Caspar Hobbs
Ian Hodgson 
Michael Holderness
Alison Holroyd
David Howarth
Jeff Huntington 
Roger Lemon
George Levack
Kate Love
Ruth Lynden-Bell 
Jean Meiring 
Richard Menzies
Janet Moore
Robert Morris
Ginny Morrow
Jennifer Murray 
Vicky Neale 
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Geoff Parks 
K Peden 
Catherine Rowett 
Jeremy Sanders
Owen Saxton
Jean Smith
Paul Smith
Elsa Strietman 
Alistair Sutcliffe 
Tom Weaver
Alan Weeds 
Penny Wilson
Michael Womack
Lancaster-Taylor Charitable Trust
The Browne Family Trust
The Panton Trust

The College would also like to thank all 
those who have given us invaluable help 
and advice in the past year, including 
the New Hall Society Committee, all of 
our year and regional reps, members of 
Newhall.net, and those who have 
offered internships. 

Donation Form
Your details

Name   Matric Year

Address 

  Postcode

Email

Home Phone Mobile 

Gift Aid (UK taxpayers only)
If you are a UK taxpayer, every £1 you give with Gift Aid is worth £1.25 to 
the College, at no extra cost to you. All you need to do is sign the declaration 
below. If you are a higher rate taxpayer, you can also claim tax relief in your Self 
Assessment tax return. 

I am a UK taxpayer and would like Murray Edwards College to treat as Gift Aid 
donations all qualifying gifts of money made today, in the past 4 years and in the 
future. I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount 
of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I 
donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 
25p of tax for every £1 that I donate. 

Signature

Date


Your Gift

I would like my gift to support:

 The Rosemary Murray Fund for Student Support

 The area of greatest need

 Other (please specify) 
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I wish to make a regular gift of: 

£             per month/quarter/year (delete as appropriate), 

starting on the 1st/10th/16th/20th of   (month)                        (year). 

Please complete the Direct Debit instruction opposite and return this with your 

donation form.

I would like my gift to remain anonymous.

Please send me information on making a gift in my will.

Please return your completed form to: 
Development Office 

Murray Edwards College
New Hall

FREEPOST
Cambridge
CB3 0YE 

United Kingdom

Murray Edwards College is a Registered Charity (No. 1137530)

I wish to make a single gift of:

 £20 £50 £100  £250 £500         Other £

Every gift makes a real difference, regardless of  its size. 

I enclose a cheque/CAF cheque made payable to ‘Murray Edwards College’. 

You can also donate by credit/debit card using our secure online facility at: 
http://www.murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk/giving/makeagift

Method of  Payment
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INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION

 The Role and Work of  the 
New Hall Society Committee
The Committee meets three times a year, with additional sub-committee meetings 
in support of publications. Our meetings are preceded by dinner in College, and 
members at a distance, such as Abbe Brown in Aberdeen, are able to join us via 
Skype. Our intention is to serve the College as well as the alumnae network, so we 
often have brief presentations from College staff to keep us informed about current 
challenges and developments 

Several longstanding members of the Committee retired this year. Janet Moore has 
provided a valuable link with the College and the Fellowship over many years. Held in 
great affection by those whom she taught, she has continued to take a keen interest 
in all alumnae, frequently editing the alumnae news pages in the Review for us with 
keen-eyed interest. Eleanor O’Gorman has shown great loyalty and commitment 
to the Society, and has helped to steer its direction, not least through her thought-
provoking survey of what alumnae were looking for from the Society. Her research 
in the archives has been invaluable in setting the context for the new volume of New 
Hall Lives. Misbah Arif has been an energetic generator of ideas during her nine years 
on the Committee, and we have valued her enthusiasm and readiness to get stuck in. 
We have also appreciated the contribution of Evaleila Pesaran, a current Fellow of the 
College, who has strengthened our links with the Fellowship. 

We are grateful to the continuing members of the Committee. Jane Evans has nobly 
continued as editor of this Review, and Tessa Kilvington-Shaw is taking the lead in 
bringing the second volume of New Hall Lives to fruition. Claudia Bray helped to 
mastermind another successful Family Day, while Irenka Lennon and Camilla Cheung 
supported the International Day which is now well established in the annual calendar. 
Other Committee members have helped with the organisation of Cambridge and 
regional events and the new professional networks that are beginning to develop.

We have welcomed Jane Ziar (née Butler, 1968) and Hazel Wright (1975) to the 
Committee. We are delighted that they have volunteered their services and they will 
bring much to our work. Do let us know if you would be interested in joining us or 
finding out more about the work of the Committee. 

From the Chair
In 2014, the College celebrates its 60th anniversary. There 
will be celebrations throughout the year supported by the 
New Hall Society. We hope that all alumnae will plan to 
participate on at least one occasion, taking the opportunity 
to reconnect with the College and celebrate its contribution 
to our lives, in the company of friends old and new. We 
also look forward to the results of the 60th anniversary 
survey, to which many alumnae have contributed, and to 

the publication of the second volume of New Hall Lives, written by alumnae from the 
College’s second decade 1965 - 1974.  

There has been great delight amongst alumnae about Dame Barbara Stocking’s 
arrival as President, and we wish her well as she leads the College forward. Her 
article ‘Dilemmas in Doing Good’ draws on her experience of leading Oxfam, and 
her wisdom about global citizenship will resonate with many alumnae. Rebecca 
Stanley’s article about life with the Kalahari meerkats shows another alumna following 
a passionate interest, driven by curiosity, and Steff Gaulter’s piece on the science of 
meteorology is equally fascinating. Ann Altman and Joanna Womack come closer to 
home, revealing the fascinating story of Emma Darwin’s greenhouse. Make sure you 
visit it when next in College. 

The Darwin connection with the College serves as a reminder of that lifelong zest 
for learning that continues to drive so many alumnae. This approach to life is vividly 
reflected in the news pages of the Review. This year, instead of diving in to check up 
on my contemporaries, I have simply read all the contributions from start to finish: 
a very rewarding activity. As ever, it is the twists and turns that fascinate. While 
some alumnae have followed a straight professional line to prizes, promotions and 
preferments, many have also headed down side roads, finding new interests and 
unexpected pleasures along the way (from farming to foster care, e-publishing to play 
writing). I suggest that you scan the pages too, and if something sparks your interest, 
professionally or otherwise, make contact with the contributor via the Development 
Office. Who knows where it might lead…  

I would like to thank the members of the Committee, and our enterprising Year and 
Regional Representatives, for their commitment in supporting the Society and its 
activities, including events recorded in the pages that follow. We are also grateful 
to the staff of the Development Office for all their help and their ready response to 
requests from alumnae.  

It has been good to meet so many alumnae of all vintages over the past year, and we 
hope to meet even more during the course of the 2014 celebrations.

Joy Richardson (née James, 1967)
Chair, New Hall Society Committee
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Dr Abbe Brown (née Lockhart, 1989)  Abbe read Law at New Hall 
from 1989-1992. She worked as a solicitor, specialising in Commercial, 
Intellectual Property and Competition litigation in London, Australia 
and Edinburgh. She then made the big jump back to academia 
and gained a PhD at the University of Edinburgh, investigating the 
relationship between intellectual property, competition and human 

rights. Abbe married Robbie (Pembroke, 1989) in 1993, and has two sons, Hamish 
(born 2002) and Ross (born 2004), and now lives in Aberdeen. In 2012, she was 
appointed Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of Aberdeen, and in 2013 became 
Deputy Head of the Law School. Abbe has very happy memories of her time at New 
Hall, has been sustained by the friendships she made there, and welcomes the chance 
to give something back.

Dr Camilla Cheung (née Bhakri, 2001) Camilla studied Medicine at New Hall, 
matriculating in 2001. Since qualifying in 2006 she has been based in the Cambridge 
area, currently living near Ely. She has now completed her GP training and is enjoying 
being free of the interminable exams! Camilla had a great time at New Hall, making 
many lifelong friends as well as being superbly educated. She joined the committee 
in an effort to try to stay in touch with the college and hopefully to be able to give 
something back.

Dr Tessa Kilvington-Shaw (née Kilvington, 1970)  Tessa read Natural 
Sciences (Part II Materials Science) and stayed on in Cambridge to do 
research for a PhD in Metallurgy. She decided after two years that 
it wasn’t for her and went as a VSO to teach Maths and Physics in 
Nigeria. From there she resumed academic research and completed a 
multidisciplinary study for a PhD at Edinburgh University on Hydro-
electric Power Development in Brazil. A career as a technical journalist 

and PR executive followed. These days she is very busy as an adult and youth 
magistrate in Cambridge, on numerous committees, and also presenting to schools. 
She has recently joined a hospital manager panel undertaking reviews of patients 
detained under the mental health act. The birth of two children curtailed her more 
adventurous travel but she can claim to have hitch-hiked across the Sahara Desert and 
travelled up the Amazon River on a local boat sleeping in a hammock! Her current 
hobbies include singing, gardening, tennis and amateur dramatics. 

Dr Irenka Lennon (née Suto, 1996) Irenka was a NatSci at New Hall, 
reading Part II Psychology in her final year. As a student she enjoyed 
playing the violin in College concerts and had a go at hockey from time 
to time. After doing a PhD and post-doc research in the Department 
of Psychiatry, she continued her research in decision-making processes, 
moving into the field of educational assessment where she now has 

a small but enthusiastic research group. Married to an engineer with an addiction to 
books, Irenka is yet to uproot herself from Cambridge and still enjoys cycling around 
the city on a rickety bicycle. 

Mrs Claudia Bray (née Freeman, 1993) Mrs Claudia Bray (née 
Freeman, 1993) Claudia read German and French at New Hall and 
was involved with the New Hall Music Society. She went on to King’s 
College London to do her PGCE and has been teaching languages at 
secondary school level every since. Initially she stayed on in London, 
however once the opportunity to return to Cambridge came up, she 

jumped at the chance. No longer at the mercy of London transport, she enjoys  
cycling everywhere. Now she is Head of Modern Foreign Languages at the Stephen 
Perse Foundation. Married to an outdoor expedition leader, much time is spent 
travelling and trekking. Recently travels have been closer to home since the arrivals 
of Leo and Sebastian. However, there is a continued interest and involvement with 
musical activities.

Chair: 
Mrs Joy Richardson (née James, 1967)  Joy 
read History and has since followed a career in 
primary teaching, teacher training and educational 
consultancy, and also as a writer of books for 
children. She returned to Cambridge in 1994 when 
her husband Nigel (Trinity Hall 1967) became Head 
of the Perse School. This led her to reconnect with 
the College, and to take an interest in how the 
New Hall Society could best support the College 
and the alumnae network. She has two sons who, 

at St John’s and Pembroke, have kept her in touch with university life from 
the student perspective. She is beginning to dip her toe into retirement, but 
continues to travel widely in working with schools at home and abroad. 

Hon. Secretary: 
Ms Fiona Duffy (Director of Development)

Hon. Treasurer: 
Mr Robert Gardiner (Bursar)

Administrator: 
Ms Rosie Ince (Development Officer)

Committee Members 
2013-14
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Dr Rosemary Temple (1971) Rosemary read Medical Sciences for 
her first two years followed by a Part 2 in History of Art for her third 
year. She completed her medical studies at University College Hospital 
in London (which allowed the opportunity to attend art lectures at 
University College between lectures on anatomy and pathology). 
She completed her higher medical training while working in Oxford 

and several London teaching hospitals, including Guys, Hammersmith, and the 
Royal London hospitals. Following a period of research back in Cambridge in the 
Department of Clinical Biochemistry, where she developed insulin assays, she was 
appointed as consultant endocrinologist at the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital in 1989. 
She was later appointed as a senior lecturer at the University of East Anglia, where 
she is now very involved in teaching medical students. Her research work has been on 
diabetes in pregnancy and this has led to her recent appointment as clinical lead for 
the National Diabetes in Pregnancy Network. Her four children, James, Alice, Jonathan 
and Edward, are all now grown up and Alice has followed her in to a medical career, 
the boys having all opted for arts subjects. She continues to live in Cambridge which 
allows her to continue playing lots of music, on both clarinet and cello.

Miss Philippa Walters (2006) Philippa did a Masters in Engineering, specialising in civil 
and structural with modules in sustainability. She was also a keen rower and captained 
the New Hall Boat Club, as well as rowing with the University development squad. 
She did a number of internships while at College with various engineering firms, a 
cabinet maker, and Barclays Investment Bank. In 2010, she started on the graduate 
scheme at Barclays, working in Prime Services, and was recently promoted to Assistant 
Vice President. In her free time she teaches maths and drums, and enjoys cycling and 
making furniture. 

Ms Hazel Wright (1975) Hazel read Law at New Hall from 1975-1978. 
On graduation she moved to London and joined a solicitors’ firm in 
Mayfair, which went through several mergers, until she finally properly 
moved jobs to her second firm at Hunters in Lincoln’s Inn in January 
2013. Hunters was founded in 1715 and specialises in private client 

work. Hazel has worked in divorce and family law throughout her career, advising a 
wide variety of clients in the last thirty-four years, many professionals and academics, 
some celebrities and an increasing number of international clients with London 
connections. For the last twelve years Hazel has been on the board of the Tavistock 
Centre for Couple Relationships. She is currently studying for a Masters in Military 
History, part time by research. She has two children, a son Tom who works in IT for a 
firm in the USA remotely from his flat in Southampton, and a daughter Bea who read 
English at Murray Edwards, has been awarded her Masters at Kings College London 
and is now embarking on a PhD also at KCL. Hazel has always enjoyed mentoring 
young people, particularly those from New Hall/Murray Edwards, and is a founder 
member of the Murray Edwards Law Network.

Mrs Jane Ziar (née Butler, 1968) “I read History at New Hall and 
then went to do research at the University of Virginia. In 1974 I 
married Perran Ziar (Magdalene 1968) and we moved to Cornwall 
where I indulged my passion for horse riding and brought up three 
sons. Gradually, however, I was drawn back to academic pursuits 
and did a postgraduate degree in Art History which I then taught, 

working mainly for the Open University. More recently I have worked free-lance, 
including fundraising lectures for charities, and completed a further degree in English 
Literature. I have also been involved in film making and journalism. I now divide my 
time between Cornwall and Cambridge. The year of ’68 has well-attended annual 
reunions; through these I have reconnected with the College and now welcome the 
opportunity to contribute to the New Hall Society committee.” 

Co-opted:
Mrs Jane Evans (née Rice, 1965) Jane read Arch & Anth (Part II Social 
Anthropology). She embarked on a PhD in Management Studies, 
which she abandoned in favour of going to Papua New Guinea with 
her husband. Not tempted by the anthropological opportunities, she 
worked in arts administration. Three years later the family moved to 
the Philippines, where Jane studied painting at the Chinese Artists Guild 

and the Philippine Chinese Art Center. Returning to Cambridge in the late 1970s, Jane 
became a painter and teacher of painting. She has exhibited widely in one-woman 
and group shows and runs classes and workshops in Britain and abroad. Her books 
and articles have played a major role in popularising Chinese painting techniques in 
Europe and the USA. Jane is married to Martin Evans (St John’s, 1963) and has two 
adult children and two grandchildren. 

Dr Elizabeth Waldram (née Collins, 1955) Elizabeth has been co-opted 
to represent alumnae from the very earliest years of New Hall. 
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Join the New Hall Society Committee

All alumnae of New Hall, as well as current and former Fellows, automatically 
become members of the New Hall Society. The Committee meets four times 
a year to discuss ideas for events and publications. The termly meetings are 
held in College and last for about an hour, and Committee Members are 
invited to dine on High Table prior to the meeting. The AGM is held during 
Alumnae Weekend.

Members of all ages are actively encouraged to stand for nomination. 
The Society is very keen to recruit both older and younger alumnae to the 
Committee, to ensure that the whole alumnae community is represented. 

If you are interested in joining the Committee, please contact the 
Development Office, alumnae@murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk 
or +44 (0)1223 762288, who will pass your details on to the Committee Chair, 
Joy Richardson. Nominations can be made using the form on the next page.


New Hall Society Committee 
2014-2015 Nomination Form
We, 

and 

(Please use block capitals)

wish to nominate

for election as a member of the New Hall Society Committee 2014-2015.

Proposer: Signature 

Matric Year     Date 

Seconder: Signature 

Matric Year    Date

I agree to the above nomination.

Nominee: Signature

Matric Year     Date

Nominations for the 2014-2015 Committee should be made using this form. Please ask 
two other members of the Society to propose and second your nomination. All alumnae, 
fellows and former fellows are automatically members of the New Hall Society.

Please return your form by 1 September 2014 to:
New Hall Society
Development Office
Murray Edwards College
New Hall
Cambridge 
CB3 0DF
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New Hall Society AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the New Hall Society was held on Saturday 28 
September 2013, at 6:15pm in the Fellows Drawing Room, Murray Edwards College.

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 
 The minutes of the meeting on 22 September 2012 were approved.

2. Election of New Hall Society Committee Members: 
 It was noted that Eleanor O’Gorman (NH 1991) and Misbah Arif (NH 1999) have 

resigned from the Committee and Joy Richardson thanked them both for their 
contributions. 

 Jane Evans (NH 1965) has completed three terms on the Committee, but has been 
co-opted for another year to work on the Review and New Hall Lives II. 

 Camilla Cheung (NH 2001) and Irenka Lennon (NH 1996) were both re-elected to 
serve another three-year term.

 Two new members were elected: Jane Ziar (NH 1968) and Hazel Wright (NH 1975). 

 It was noted that the Committee is always looking for new members and anyone 
who is interested should contact Joy Richardson or the Development Office. 

3. Report from the 2012-2013 New Hall Society Committee
 The Chair of the Committee, Joy Richardson, reported on the Committee’s 

activities throughout 2012-2013. Highlights this year included International 
New Hall Society Day in March and Family Day in July. These, plus the Alumnae 
Weekend in September, will continue to form the backbone of the alumnae events 
programme in College. 

 The Committee continue to be involved in the production of the annual New Hall 
Society Review, and the Chair thanked all those who had contributed to this. 

4. Report from the President 
 The President introduced the new Senior Management Team and thanked Ruth 

Lynden-Bell and Joanna Womack for their work as Acting President and Acting 
Bursar. She gave a short report on the current status of the College and plans 
for the 60th anniversary in 2014. The information included in her report will be 
included in the Dolphin or the 2013 College Report. 

5. Report from the Acting Bursar
 The Acting Bursar gave a report on the current financial state of the College.

6. AOB: 
 There were several questions from alumnae which were answered fully by the 

President, Senior Tutor and Acting Bursar. 

Alumnae Benefits
College Benefits 
• Dining Rights – All alumnae are 

entitled to one meal per academic year 
free of  charge. These dining rights apply 
either to dining at Formal Hall (held most 
Tuesdays and some Fridays during Full 
Term) or dining on High Table during 
a standard lunch or dinner. They do 
not apply to special meals such as the 
Alumnae Weekend dinner. Guests are 
also welcome at the special price of  
£22.24 per person (if  dining at High 
Table). Please contact the Development 
Office for more information and to book.

• Accommodation – We are able to 
offer guest rooms at a preferential rate 
to our alumnae throughout the year 
(subject to availability). 
• Single bedroom (en-suite, bed and 

breakfast): £56.10 per night
• Twin bedroom (en-suite, bed and 

breakfast): £88.68 per night
Please note that, during term time, 
accommodation is extremely limited and rooms 
cannot always be booked more than ten days in 
advance at the reduced prices. To enquire about 
booking accommodation, please contact the 
Development Office.

• Sports Facilities – Alumnae are 
welcome to use the College squash  
and tennis courts free of  charge – please 
contact the Porters Lodge to book a 
court (porters@murrayedwards.cam.
ac.uk or 01223 762100). Alumnae may 
also join the College gym at the special 
rate of  £65 per year, plus a one-off 
induction fee of  £5. Please contact the 
Development Office to enquire about 
membership. 

• Gardens – You are welcome to come 
and stroll around the College’s beautiful 
gardens between 10am and 6pm 
throughout the year. 

• New Hall Art Collection – The New 
Hall Art Collection is open to the public 
daily from 10am to 6pm. Admission is 
free. A self-guided tour is available from 
the Porters’ Lodge. 

• Murray Edwards Credit Card – A 
Murray Edwards-branded credit card 
is available, which benefits the College 
with every transaction. Contact the 
Development Office for more details. 

University Benefits
As soon as you matriculate at Cambridge, 
you become a lifetime member of  the 
University. To acknowledge this, the 
University provides the following services to 
all alumni:
• CAMCard – All alumni are entitled 

to receive the CAMCard, which offers 
a range of  discounts and services from 
retailers, restaurants, hotels and other 
suppliers in Cambridge and beyond. 

• Careers Service – Cambridge  
alumni can continue to use the 
University Careers Service to help build 
their careers. 

• Credit Card – You can apply for a 
Cambridge-branded card that benefits 
the University with every transaction.

• Email for Life – The University’s 
alumni email service is provided by 
Cantab.net, offering full email account 
services and a permanent home for   
your email. 

• JSTOR Access - Access to JSTOR is 
available to all matriculated University 
of  Cambridge alumni and offers a  
huge range of  academic journals online 
free of  charge.

• Life-Long Learning - The University’s 
Institute of  Continuing Education offers 
adult learners in Cambridge and beyond 
the opportunity to study at University 
level on a part-time basis.

• University Library – All alumni are 
entitled to access the University Library. 

• University Sports Centre – All 
alumni are eligible for a special discount 
on membership fees at the University 
sports Centre. 

You can find out more about all of the 
University’s alumni benefits online at: 
www.alumni.cam.ac.uk/benefits. 
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College Merchandise
A wide selection of College merchandise is available. For details of the full range, 
and to order, please visit the alumnae section of the College website at www.
murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk or call the Development Office on +44 (0)1223 762288.

College Merchandise
A wide selection of College merchandise is available. For details of the full range, 
and to order, please visit the alumnae section of the College website at www.
murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk or call the Development Office on +44 (0)1223 762288.

Welcome to Newhall.net
Would you like some valuable careers advice from others who have been there? 
Not sure what career path you would like to take but interested in finding our 
more about a particular area? 

Newhall.net provides a list of almost 100 alumnae from over 40 sectors, waiting 
to offer you career and personal development advice. We warmly encourage 
you to make use of this excellent resource, for the opportunity to gain a unique 
insight into a wide range of jobs and industries.

Have a look at the list of participating alumnae at www.newhall.cam.ac.uk/
alumnae/careers/about. All of the alumnae on this list are keen to give help and 
advice and would love to hear from you.

To get in touch with a Newhall.net alumna, email the Development Officer letting 
her know who you wish to contact and any specific questions you have for them: 
alumnae@murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk. The Development Officer will contact the 
alumna on your behalf, and ask her to reply to you directly - it’s as easy as that!

We would also love to hear from you if you are interested in becoming a  
Newhall.net volunteer. 

Can you help Murray Edwards?
There are many ways that alumnae can help the College including:

• Speaking to parents, teachers and outstanding young women about why the 
College is so special. 

• If you tweet, re-tweeting interesting items from Murray Edwards Twitter feed 
@MECCambridge.

• Helping us to set up professional networking groups.

• Volunteering as a Year or Regional Representative.

• Joining the New Hall Society Committee. 

• Hosting a Murray Edwards intern in your organisation; small and medium-
sized enterprises are particularly interesting. 

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/newhallalumnae 
Follow us on Twitter: @MECCambridge

Network on LinkedIn: New Hall, Cambridge Alumnae Group 

College Cufflinks: £12.50

Dome Mug: £8.00

Dolphin Necklace: £40.00

Parker Pen: £9.00

Moleskine Notebook: £15.00

Dolphin Brooch: £40.00

60th Anniversary Teddy: 

Key Ring: £8.50

60th Anniversary Teddy:  
£20

Key Ring: £8.50 Dolphin Necklace: £40

Moleskine Notebook: £15 Dolphin Brooch: £40

Dome Mug: £8

Parker Pen: £9

College Cufflinks: £12.50
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60th Anniversary 
Events Programme
We are planning an exciting programme of 
events to celebrate the College’s 60th anniversary 
year and hope that as many alumnae as possible 
with be able to join us for one or more of them.

APRIL 2014
USA Visit
Our President, Dame Barbara 
Stocking, will be visiting the US in 
April 2014 and would like to meet as 
many alumnae as possible during her 
visit, to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
and share the College’s plans for the 
future. Events will be taking place in 
the following locations:

2014

New York – Wednesday 9 April 
Drinks reception, from 6pm at a venue in 
Midtown, Manhattan, kindly hosted by 
Ann Altman (NH 1966). 

New York - Thursday 10 April 
Dame Barbara will speak at the 81st 
Oxford & Cambridge NYC Boat Race 
Dinner, 6.30pm at the University Club of 
New York. Tickets for this event can be 
booked via Cambridge in America.

San Francisco – Saturday 12 April 
Afternoon tea, 3pm in the Laurel 
Court Restaurant at The Fairmont San 
Francisco.

If you would like to join Dame 
Barbara at any of these events, 
please RSVP to the Development 
Office: alumnae@murrayedwards.
cam.ac.uk, +44 (0)1223 762288. 

JULY 2014
New Hall Society Family Day 
Sunday 13 July
The College’s annual Family Day will 
take place on Sunday 13 July and 
will feature a range of fun activities 
for all the family. Alumnae with 
young children or grandchildren are 
particularly encouraged to come 
along, but everyone is welcome to 
attend, with or without children!

SEPTEMBER 2014 
East Asia Visit
The President will visit East Asia 
early in September 2014 to meet 
with alumnae, celebrate the 60th 
anniversary and share news about 
the College. 

Alumnae Weekend
Friday 26 – Sunday 28 September
The 2014 Alumnae Weekend will 
be the focal point of our anniversary 
celebrations. 

The weekend will begin on Friday 
26 with a symposium on Women 
in Science, followed by a panel 
discussion featuring notable women 
who have achieved against the odds. 

On Saturday 27 there will be music 
and dancing in a marquee in Orchard 
Court, with an informal supper in 
the Dome beforehand for those 
who wish to dine. All alumnae and 
their guests are invited to join us to 
celebrate the College’s 60th year. 

OCTOBER 2014
Silver Street Lunch
Tuesday 30 September
Alumnae from 1954 – 1964 will 
be invited to join us for a visit to 
our original home on Silver Street, 
followed by lunch at Murray 
Edwards College. 

For further information about any 
of these events, please contact the 
Development Office: alumnae@
murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk or +44 
(0)1223 762288. Boston – Thursday 3 April 

Drinks and dinner, 6.30pm at the 
Wellesley Country Club, kindly hosted by 
Deborah Ellinger (NH 1977). 

Washington, D.C. – Monday 7 April 
Drinks reception, 5.30 - 8.00pm, kindly 
hosted by Christine Wallich (NH 1970) at 
her home in McLean, VA.
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Dilemmas 
in Doing Good
Dame Barbara Stocking (1969)

Just in case there is any doubt, I love 
being back at New Hall/Murray Edwards. 
There is much to do within the College, 
including making sure our 450 delightful, 
intelligent young women have a superb 
Cambridge experience as far as that 
is in our gift. But many people have 
asked me recently what it was like to 
be Chief Executive of Oxfam and what 
I had to do. It is also true that while, in 
the UK particularly, Oxfam is extremely 
well known for working to overcome 
poverty by helping poor people help 
themselves, people don’t necessarily 
know a great deal of what happens day 
to day. I recently gave a lecture as part 
of the University’s Alumni Festival on 
the challenges and dilemmas the Chief 
Executive faces and I thought you might 
be interested in that too. 

The toughest challenges concern 
Oxfam’s humanitarian work. Its expertise 
is in water, sanitation and public health 
in emergencies, as well as making sure 
people get the food they need. The 
dilemmas come because these crises are 
often in the most difficult places in the 
world and often as a result of conflict. 
With a commitment to the principles 
of International Humanitarian Law, this 
work has to be impartial, never taking 
sides except on behalf of those who are 
in the deepest suffering as a result of 
these conflicts. In these places security 
can be a huge issue. Oxfam, like any 
other agencies, works to an ‘acceptance’ 
principle. It has no guns or weapons but 
relies on the local community to protect 
staff by alerting them to possible dangers 
and, of course, being part of a whole 
network where information gets passed 
amongst agencies about what is going on 
and where. In my time I only had to deal 
with two kidnappings, in Chad and in 

Afghanistan, both with good outcomes, 
though inordinate trauma for the person 
involved in Chad. 

There was only one direct attack on 
Oxfam because of what it was doing. 
Two staff and a volunteer were killed 
by an Improvised Explosive Device in 
northern Afghanistan because, it seems, 
we had male and female Afghan staff 
working alongside each other. I was lucky 
that more did not happen. Of course, 
there is enormous staff preparation as 
well as rehearsals in the organisation to 
deal with such events. Staff, by the way, 
can always say ‘no’ if they do not feel 
safe going into a particular area. Equally, 
our staff who see the suffering of the 
people often do want to take risks and 
Oxfam reserves the right to stop anyone 
going into danger. 

Security isn’t the only issue in these 
places. Governments, where they exist, 
may not like having non-government 
organisations around who see what is 
going on and can report it and lobby at 
global level for action to be taken. Sudan 
was one such Government where we 
played a cat and mouse game for years, 
but were eventually expelled 
when the Prime Minister was indicted 
by the International Criminal Court. 
While our programme was up and 
running and reasonably stable, that left 
hundreds of thousands of people without 
on-going support.

Who you take money from can also 
pose issues. Oxfam has very rigorous 
ethical guidelines, particularly for funding 
coming from institutions or companies. 
At the time of the Iraq war we refused 
money from the British Government, 
which was one of the belligerents. We 
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could not possibly have been seen to be 
impartial by the local population. Having 
announced that publicly, I was delighted 
only days later to receive a cheque for 
£120,000 from one of our major donors 
who said he was pleased about our moral 
stance and just didn’t want us to be short 
of money.

The dilemmas in long-term development 
are less acute and relate more to trying 
to assess whether what Oxfam is doing 
really makes a difference; is it doing the 
right things? That is hard to know when 
development is such a long term and 
deep activity. 

There has been a polarisation about 
whether aid is better for development 

or whether the emphasis should be on 
enterprise and economic development. 
The answer, of course, is that you need 
both. Aid money in the poorest countries 
is often spent on health, education and, 
more recently, on cash transfers to the 
poorest people. In the end, what you 
need is enough economic development 
so that taxes can be raised to replace that 
aid. But doing without aid now would 
be short-sighted. Children cannot learn if 
they are sick, and without an education 
system a country is not going to develop.

Enterprise is needed though and I am 
pleased that during my time Oxfam 
moved on so much in this area. A big 
part of its development programme was 
concerned with helping poor farmers 

come together in cooperatives and with 
producer and marketing organisations 
so that they can buy inputs (e.g. seeds) 
cheaply, can afford storage and processing 
facilities, and can negotiate better prices 
through marketing. This is painstaking 
work but the power it gives to people is 
quite amazing to see. By the way, there 
is a huge focus on women farmers, not 
least because in Africa, for example, 70% 
of small farmers are women.

The third arm of Oxfam’s work is 
campaigning to change the rules of the 
world which so often work against poor 
people, for example the agricultural 
subsidies of the North which have put 
so many poor farmers out of business. 
Campaigning is tricky though. When 
do you challenge and publicly confront 
Governments and companies and 
when do you work alongside them 
to encourage change? The answer, in 
part, lies in whether they are prepared 
to listen. If not, as many companies 
know to their cost, the public outrage 
that agencies such as Oxfam, often 

working in coalition with other loud 
non-government organisations, can 
generate can be dramatic. A few years 
ago, Starbucks was planning to use the 
names of villages in Ethiopia, which were 
thought to be where coffee originated, 
as part of their branding. They offered no 
royalties to the villages or the Ethiopian 
Government. A massive consumer outcry 
in the US and Europe eventually changed 
their minds and a more appropriate 
agreement was reached. Oxfam was 
central to that campaign. 

I hope that gives a few brief glimpses 
into my last 12 years. It was a privilege 
to have worked for Oxfam and to have 
visited so many countries, often to the 
furthest parts, and where I was seen as 
part of the local family and treated with 
love and respect. And perhaps that is 
my only message; it was wonderful to 
be a global citizen, which of course we 
all are. And wonderful to be treated 
as one human being with others in 
circumstances where all the trappings of 
wealth and status are meaningless. 
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Emma 
Darwin’s 
Greenhouse
Ann Altman (née Körner, 1966) & 
Joanna Womack (née Hodges, 1966)

In the summer of 1838, Charles Darwin 
was 29 years old. After his five-year 
voyage on The Beagle and two further 
years of cogitation, speculation, lecturing 
and writing, he was exhausted and in 

poor health. In an effort to relax and 
regain his strength, he spent time with 
his Wedgwood cousins, grandchildren of 
Josiah Wedgwood, the potter.

In the spring and early summer of 1838, 
as we learn from his notes*, Darwin 
had begun to consider the benefits and 
disadvantages of marriage. The benefits 
of marriage included children (“if it 
please God”), a constant companion 
and friend in old age (“better than a 
dog anyhow”), a home and someone to 
take care of the house, and the charms 
of music and female “chit-chat”. The 
disadvantages included less money 
for books, “terrible” loss of time, the 
expense and anxiety of children, being 
forced to visit relatives, not having the 
freedom to go where one liked, and, 
perhaps, quarrelling.

By November 1838, Charles had made 
up his mind and he proposed to his 
cousin Emma Wedgwood - a charming, 

Ann Altman (left) with Lida Kindersley
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cultivated woman of 30, who was an 
excellent pianist and a devoted nurse 
to her mother and older sister. Emma 
was an intelligent woman with strong 
religious beliefs, having been brought 
up in the Unitarian tradition of her 
Wedgwood grandfather. Although she 
had some concerns about Charles’s own 
religious views, in January of 1839 Emma 
became Mrs Charles Darwin.

For most of their married life - from 1842 
until Charles died in 1882 - the Darwins 
lived at Down House, now owned by 
English Heritage, in Bromley, Kent. There, 
Charles and Emma had ten children, 
planted trees and a garden, and built a 
large heated greenhouse in which Charles 
performed scientific experiments on, for 
example, the propagation of orchids. 
It was at Down House, moreover, that 
Charles laboured over and eventually 
completed his seminal work “On the 
Origin of Species”.

After Charles died, Emma bought 
The Grove on Huntingdon Road in 
Cambridge and, from 1883 (the year in 
which her second son George became 
Plumian Professor of Astronomy and 
Experimental Philosophy at Cambridge) 
until her death in 1896 at the age of 88, 
she spent the summers at Down House 
and the winters in Cambridge. The Grove 
was not as big as Down House but the 
grounds were extensive - big enough 
for her son Francis to build Wychfield on 
one side and her son Horace to build The 
Orchard on the other.

In October 1953, the freehold of The 
Orchard was given to New Hall by Lady 
Nora Barlow and Mrs Ruth Rees-Thomas, 
daughters of Horace and Ida Darwin. 
A few years later, the Fellows of New 
Hall, which was initially located in a 
rented house on Silver Street, began to 

consider a site for a permanent home. 
The Orchard seemed an ideal location 
but, unfortunately, its gardens were a 
mere four acres, a tight squeeze for a 
college with a proposed enrolment of 
300 students. The College did not have 
sufficient funds to purchase The Grove 
itself. However, in 1957, the University 
bought The Grove and, through their 
generosity, three acres of land and 
Beaufort House were given to New Hall - 
the remainder of The Grove estate was 
allocated to Fitzwilliam College. The estate 
was subject to a life tenancy but the hope 
of eventual possession was enough to 
allow the College to proceed with its initial 
buildings on the site of The Orchard.

Although most of the site was cleared, 
one of the original buildings that still 
remains is the coach house, and attached 
to the coach house is Emma Darwin’s 
greenhouse, still with its original tiled 
floor, scalloped glass panes, and metal 

mechanicals. The heated greenhouse 
would have protected Emma’s plants 
from the cold winter weather, and it is 
believed that she used the greenhouse as 
a fernery. Indeed, according to Murray 
Edwards’ gardeners, some ferns still 
remain, pushing their way up through 
the original tiles each year. The fact that 
these ferns are native to South America 
suggests a very strong connection to 
Charles and his voyage of discovery.

In December 2013, Murray Edwards 
College celebrated its link with the 
Darwin family when Dr Ann Altman (NH 
1966) unveiled a beautiful new plaque in 
the greenhouse, which reads:

Charles Darwin’s widow 
Emma lived at the Grove 

from 1883 to 1896
and

this was her greenhouse

The plaque, funded by a donation from Dr Altman, was designed by Lida Kindersley 
and carved from Caithness stone at the Cardozo Kindersley Workshop in Cambridge.

*The original manuscripts are in the Darwin Archive in Cambridge University Library and can be viewed online at http://www.
darwinproject.ac.uk/darwins-notes-on-marriage.
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The sun rises as I sit on the back of a 
4x4 truck, bumping up and down as 
it negotiates sand dunes on my daily 
commute to work. I pour my morning 
coffee out of my thermos as wildebeest 
drink at the nearby watering hole. And 
I get a few minutes to myself, taking in 
the sounds of the weaver birds, before 
my day begins. Work starts with the 
first furry head popping up out of the 
burrow cautiously looking around for 
predators. Slowly and sleepily, the first 
meerkat finds its way into a sunny patch 
to warm up for the day. Eventually the 
more lazy members of the group surface 
and join their family in their infamous 
pose, standing on their back legs, paws 
up by their chests, chins up, scouring 
the horizon. After a courtesy period 
of waking up, it is time for morning 
weights, a little bit of boiled egg usually 

Kalahari Meerkats
Rebecca Stanley (2007) 

gets these guys pretty excited and into 
my weights box. Soon, the group will 
be warmed up and ready for a day of 
foraging. So off I follow them recording 
all their amazing cooperative behaviour, 
their vigilance, grooming, fighting, 
babysitting, seduction and endless hours 
of just searching for food. This is how 
I spend my days as a volunteer at the 
Kalahari Meerkat Project. 

I graduated from New Hall/Murray 
Edwards in 2010 with a degree in Natural 
Sciences, specialising in Zoology. Like 
most graduates, I had no idea what I 
wanted to do with my life, so naturally 
I went to London to be a management 
consultant. Living in London was 
something I’d always wanted to do, 
a bit different from my little Northern 
hometown. But after two years I was 

tired of the corporate life and ridiculous 
hours so decided to get back in touch 
with some old supervisors and see if 
they knew of any positions working with 
animals. I had a degree that allowed 
me to do amazing things, things many 
people only dream of, and there I was sat 
behind a desk putting numbers in boxes 
on a screen.  

The project has been running for over 
twenty years investigating the evolution 
of cooperative behaviour in meerkats. 
They live in societies where a dominant 
pair monopolise reproduction, resulting 
in other family members helping to raise 
the dominants’ young. Many interesting 
questions can be asked from this study. 
Why do some animals co-operate and 
why do some individuals do so more 
than others? What factors influence the 
obtaining of dominance? How do early 
experiences affect behaviour later in life? 
How do meerkats communicate with 

each other? I’ve definitely been exposed 
to some incredible scientists during my 
time in the Kalahari but it is very easy to 
forget the science and anthropomorphise 
the meerkats – there’s a reason they 
are so famous. I think there are few 
species as charismatic; each dominant 
has a distinct personality. From the old, 
toothless ladies that definitely don’t take 
any nonsense from their family (think 
Maggie Smith in Downton Abbey), to the 
young, just got a lucky break girls that 
beat up everyone, just in case.  

Life out here is so different; barely any 
internet, shopping every three weeks  
and seeing the same twenty-odd faces 
every day can be difficult. But you really 
can’t beat sitting on a sand dune with 
a beer on your day off, watching the 
sunset and the stars fill the sky. It’s been 
an incredible year and will hopefully 
lead to a career doing something I am 
passionate about. 

Rebecca with the Kalahari Meerkats
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L. F. Richardson was also impressed by 
the mathematics of nature. He was the 
first person to try to calculate a forecast 
for surface air pressure. He employed a 
whole team of mathematicians, who took 
six weeks to come up with an answer: 
there would be a pressure drop of 60hPa 
in 6 hours. This answer was more than a 
little wrong, after all a drop of 10hPa in 
6 hours is classed as ‘rapid’ and can have 
rather scary results, such as the Great 
Storm of October 1987. However, his 
attempts showed calculations of weather 
may at least be possible.

The complicated nature of the 
atmosphere meant that numerical 
weather prediction could not really 
come into its own until computers 
were invented in the 1950s. Even after 
computers became more powerful, there 
was still the issue that a forecast can only 
ever be as good as the knowledge of 

The Science of  Meteorology  
Steff Gaulter (1994)

the current state of the atmosphere. This 
was a major problem for the UK because, 
due to the direction the earth rotates, the 
prevailing winds are from the southwest. 
To the southwest of our islands is the 

The reason I specialised in Physics at 
Murray Edwards College was because 
it impressed me that life follows 
mathematical laws; if you throw a ball 
up into the air, a few calculations will 
tell you where it’s going to land. 
The calculations work for all sorts 
of things: where a ball will go on a 
snooker table, how fast your cup 
of tea will cool and even what 
the weather will do.

Image courtesy of Dundee Satellite Receiving 
Station 

Atlantic, a huge expanse of sea with only 
a couple of ships reporting the weather. 
Adding to the frustration is the fact that 
ships are also known to produce the least 
reliable of all observations; they are  
rarely reported by trained meteorologists, 
and don’t always seem to know their 
exact location.

This meant there could be a huge 
monster of a storm heading towards 
Western Europe and no one would know, 
or rather, no one would have known 
before satellites were invented. The 
arrival of satellite images brought a major 
leap forward in the accuracy of forecasts. 
No longer were we depending on the 
positions of cows in fields, or red skies at 
night, suddenly we could see what was 
happening. It was as if someone had 
turned the lights on.

Computer models could also use the 
information from the satellite images to 
improve their estimate of the initial state 
of the atmosphere, which obviously led 
to more accurate forecasts. As computers 
continue to get more powerful they 
can handle increasing amounts of data; 
good news because, as LF Richardson 
discovered, there are a lot of calculations 
to be done.

To generate a forecast, the model divides 
the atmosphere into little boxes and gives 
them approximate measurements. These 

are then fed into a computer, which is 
run for the desired length of the forecast, 
be it a few hours or a few weeks. The 
smaller the boxes, the more accurate the 
resulting forecast, but there is a trade off 
between the size of the boxes and the 
time it will take to do the calculation: 
the more boxes, the more accurate the 
forecast, but more calculations need to 
be done so the time taken to create a 
forecast will be longer. Clearly there’s no 
point in producing a forecast if it takes 
longer to calculate than the atmosphere 
does to change!

The trouble is that the starting point, 
the little boxes of data, can only ever be 
approximate, and the atmosphere is very 
sensitive. If you change the conditions 
a little bit, maybe just omitting a few 
decimal places here and there, you will 
end up with a different forecast. It was 
this discovery that lead to the birth of 
Chaos Theory. Some experts believe  that 
a butterfly flapping its wings in India 
may trigger a tornado in Birmingham. 
This may be an exaggeration, but we 
will never be one hundred percent sure 
of a forecast.

Steff is Senior Weather Presenter for Al 
Jazeera English

Image courtesy of Dundee Satellite 
Receiving Station 
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Alumnae News & Publications 2013

1955
Year Rep: Pat Houghton (née Slawson) - geoffrey.pat@virgin.net

1956
Year Rep: Alisoun Gardner-Medwin (née Shire) In 2012, David and I celebrated our 
golden wedding. I have just been elected to serve as a Parish Councillor; a bit late in 
the day to start in local politics, perhaps.

Jan Pahl (née Cockburn) I received the Social Policy Association Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2011, and was awarded a CBE in 2012. 

Alison Richards (née Souper) Music is still my chief recreation - piano, flute and viola. 
I also enjoy walking, bird-watching, cycling and being involved with the Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust and various local organisations.

1957
Year Rep: Isabel Raphael (née Lawson) - ir38@btinternet.com

Jean Chilver (née Slater) In the autumn of 2013, we had 
a surprise request to help with a seminar in Siberia. Nearly 
20 years ago I had been involved in developing interactive 
material for the training of youth leaders in Nigeria and 
through some interesting connections this was later translated 
into Mandarin and contextualised for use in China. We had 
the privilege of introducing this material to a small group of 

youth leaders in China, who then went on to train over two hundred other leaders. 
We knew there had been a request for a Russian translation of the material, but had 
had no news of further developments. With the creaks of ageing joints now a little 
more obvious, we were very hesitant to give a positive response to the request to 
assist with a similar training seminar for youth leaders from the Russian Federation in 
November. With plans well underway, we heard that our colleagues had been refused 
visas but we were urged to continue the journey to Angarsk, Siberia. It proved to be a 
very enjoyable and challenging experience working with thirty delegates from widely 
different social backgrounds. Their enthusiasm to use this window of opportunity, 
when government interference in church life is more relaxed, to develop the work 
among young people was very encouraging. Our one disappointment was the fact 
that the translation had not been contextualised and more work is needed before the 
material can be printed in book form. It is over fifty years since Alan studied Russian 
at Trinity Hall, so we were grateful for the services of a very competent translator. We 
were sorry to be so near to Lake Baikal, the deepest inland lake in the world, but not 
to have the opportunity to visit because of snow. We did, however, enjoy a couple of 
days’ relaxation and sightseeing in Moscow before returning home.

Ann Hunt (née Carroll) John (Christ’s 1957) died in December 2012 – we had been 
married for 51 years. I will be moving to Lyndhurst, Hampshire to live with my 
daughter, Helena.

Lost Alumnae: Catherine Ellis 

1958
Margaret Roberts (née Bradley) Although I retired from the University of Sheffield 
School of Education in 2006, I am still busy professionally. After running ten courses 
for teachers in Singapore in 2011, I decided to write another book on enquiry 
based learning. The book, Geography through Enquiry: approaches to teaching 
and learning in the secondary school, was published in November 2013 by the 
Geographical Association. I am still involved in various committees related to 
geographical education, give occasional lectures and continue to write. Now that I 
am retired, I find that I can have a better balance between professional and personal 
commitments. I enjoy gardening and cooking. I love being a grandmother and seeing 
my six grandchildren growing up. My eldest daughter and her German husband live 
in Portugal with their three daughters and we visit each other several times a year. 
My second daughter, her partner (whose parents are from Granada) and two- year-
old Mia are living with me in Sheffield at the moment while they are in the process 
of moving house. I look after Mia while Elizabeth teaches cello and piano, and 
feel privileged to be with her and to hear the way children’s language develops so 
miraculously. My son, Sam, lives in Chester with his Polish wife Ania and their son and 
daughter.

1959
Winifred Blay (née Caesar) The majority of my waking hours are still spent looking 
after our family’s philanthropically managed rented homes and looking after the 
interests of a family member with Down’s Syndrome, but a few are now spent trying 
to recall the words of “Old MacDonald Had a Farm” and similar songs - I’m still very 
much a novice as a grandparent. It’s hard to cope with the feeling that, from the 
grandchild’s angle, my husband and I are really only a second best, to be tolerated 
until a parent appears! We now have three grandchildren; Luke and Freddie mostly 
like climbing, running and pushing toy cars about, and Rose mostly likes sleeping. 

Corinna Marlowe (née Gedge) I regularly lead walks for London Walks. My last three 
acting jobs have been site-specific: Secret Cinema in a disused glass works; Like a Fish 
Out of Water in lidos, and Our Glass House, about domestic violence, in a small house 
in Bradford.

Lost Alumnae: Rita Wensler 
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1960
Patricia Drummond (née Ramsay) I retired from full-time parish ministry in 2009 and 
moved from northern New Brunswick to Fredericton, the provincial capital. I was 
Archdeacon of Chatham for five years while in the north and became Archdeacon of 
Fredericton when I moved. This is a time of great change in the Anglican Church as 
we grapple with demographic shifts and technological advances. It is exciting to try to 
help parishes cope and adapt.

Lost Alumnae: Vera Golubovic-Curcic (née Cabak) and Frances Holland (née Layman)

1961
Carola Gordon (née Brotherton) I had a solo exhibition at the Open Eye Gallery in 
Edinburgh in April 2013.

Lost Alumnae: Judith Dainton (née Thomas), Laurence Demers, Lindsey March and 
Mileva Rogulic

1962
Ann Peart (née Glithero) I served as President of the General Assembly of Unitarian 
and Free Christian Churches in 2011-12. Although I retired as a Principal of Unitarian 
College in 2009, I am still active in a variety of Unitarian activities.

Katherine Vine It has been a good year for me and my two children. My son, Crispin 
Struthers, was nominated for an Oscar, with Jay Cassidy, for editing Silver Linings 
Playbook, for which they won the American Cinema Editors award. My daughter, 
Emma Felber, completed her Doctorate in Social Anthropology with a dissertation on 
migration in Bolivia. I got to go to China, at last, to train in Qigong in Wudanshan, 
Hubei province, after years of reading about this amazing country and working at the 
language from here in the Highlands.

Victoria von Witt (née Wilson) I am enjoying retirement and having the chance 
to pursue ceramics and become a volunteer guide at the Botanical Gardens here in 
Tasmania. My son, who has a physics degree, is now becoming a doctor, and my 
daughter is the director of the museum and art gallery in Hawkesbury, New South 
Wales. We love Tasmania as it is a combination of pristine wilderness and civilisation 
with excellent classical music. We have a Camford society, intermittently active, and 
we welcome visitors. Come and see for yourselves why we stayed here to work and 
raise our children.

Lost Alumnae: Sally Bamberg (née Clarke), Barbara Bellaby (née Revans), 
Maria Crucho De Almeida and Claire Tarjan

1963
Camilla Lambert (née Hubback) I retired in 2007 after fifteen years with the NHS on 
the Isle of Wight. I have much enjoyed a totally different life in retirement - writing 
poetry, taking literature OU courses, trying to learn the clarinet, walking, gardening, 
and, above all, becoming a grandmother just over two years ago. This has led me to 
move off the Isle of Wight, after twenty years, to West Sussex.

Maureen O’Rourke Since taking early retirement I have gained a BA and PhD in 
Arabic at SOAS. I am currently attending an Arabic philosophy reading group at 
the Wasbury Institute, and translating and editing an Arabic astrological manuscript 
originally written in the 8th or 9th Century.

Carol Sanders I am collaborating with Janet Garton (NH 1963) on an English 
translation of Strindberg’s Plaidoyer d’un fou, to be published by Norwich Press.

Merryn Williams John and I celebrated our ruby 
wedding quietly on 14 April 2013. I also have a second 
granddaughter, Martha, born on 24 May 2013. 

Lost Alumnae: Freja Gregory (née Balchin), Rowan 
Matthews and Mary Moore

1964
Lost Alumnae: Judith Bicknell (née Earnshaw), Margaret Clayton (née Eddon), Norah 
Foote, Marion Gerson (née Rogers), Claudia Giacomello, Ruth Stone (née Perry) and 
Julie Weaver 

1965
Year Rep: Jane Evans (née Rice) - je@janeevans.co.uk

Selima Hill (née Wood) I was shortlisted for the Costa Award and Forward Award 
with my 2013 title, People who like meatballs, published by Bloodaxe.

Patricia Rogers (née Shepheard) My career has 
involved education (maths and global citizenship) 
and international affairs. My husband worked for the 
British Council, which posted us to Nigeria, Pakistan, 
the Philippines and South Korea, in most of which I 
taught maths at all levels. I also researched and wrote 
about development issues. Living overseas presented 
opportunities for many other activities: hosting a wide 
range of fascinating people; presenting a twice weekly 
television programme in Korea; having a regular 

newspaper column; running the Rhodes Scholar selection in Pakistan, and founding 
a development education computer materials project in the UK. Our children were 
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born in 1974 (William) and 1976 (Kim), and we all enjoyed exploring countries and 
cultures. Highlights include driving from Lahore to Kabul (through the Khyber Pass) 
when they were six months and two years old, getting caught in a typhoon when 
travelling on a traditional canoe in the Philippines, and exploring Korea by bus, train 
and car. In 1987 I returned from Korea for a year, to help Kim settle into school in 
England, and became UK coordinator of the Council of Europe Campaign on North-
South Interdependence and Solidarity. This led to my being head hunted in 1991 
to run the Council for Education in World Citizenship, working with schools to help 
develop responsible global citizens. In 1999 I moved to run the Pestalozzi International 
Village. I had intended to retire in 2005, but instead found myself running the Jubilee 
Debt Campaign, leading one of the three strands of Make Poverty History. I continue 
to be involved with all these organisations. I had wanted to write some plays on 
issues around extreme poverty and in 2008 I retired from full-time work and began 
this new strand of my career (I would love to hear from other alumnae who write 
plays). At the same time, I was asked to work for the National Centre for Excellence 
in the Teaching of Mathematics, which I now do two days a week, keeping me in 
touch with education and a stimulating group of colleagues. But my greatest current 
joy is grannying for Lara (born in 2010) and Elsa (born in 2013). I am in touch with a 
number of other alumnae and my flat in central London has been a convenient place 
for some reunions. I would love to hear from other New Hall contemporaries with 
whom I’ve lost touch.

Lost Alumnae: Margaret Benians (née Paterson), Diana Boswyck (née Grose), 
Annamaria Bristow (née Benevelli), Paula Brown, Adrienne Burrows (née Cave-
Brown-Cave), Caroline Halliday (née Meacock), Jennifer Hartley, Jill James (née 
Tarjan), Patricia Pearson (née Connor), Margaret Templeman and Linda Warren 
(née Kerridge)

1966
Year Rep: Katherine Bradnock (née Ryder) - kbradnock@btopenworld.com

Deborah Ballard (née Middlehurst) I now have two delightful grandchildren, Olivia 
and Max.

Lindy Paramor (née Barton) In July 2012, I performed in Hamlet at the RSC. I played 
the Player Queen (a role I first performed in a 1968 Merlouse Society Tour) with my 
husband Graham as the Player King in Salisbury Studio Theatre’s production, which 
won the All England Theatre Festival and RSC Open Stages competition.

Margaret Price (née Shore) We have just enjoyed a gap year visiting our son and his 
wife in San Francisco, our daughter and her husband in Abu Dhabi, and three months 
with friends in rural France. We are now back in Oxford and loving it.

Lesley Saunders This year I was one of six poets working with six composers and 
six choirs to produce choral pieces for performance, courtesy of the John Armitage 
Memorial Trust. The pieces were performed on 9 November at St Mary’s University 
Church, Oxford.

Lost Alumnae: Susan Bullivant (née Brumby), Deborah King (née Simons), Ann Lecercle 
(née Sweet), Elizabeth Preston (née Young) and Margaret Rickerby (née Robey)

1967
Year Rep: Joy Richardson  (née James) - joyrichardson94@gmail.com

Bryony Jagger Now that I’ve hit sixty-five, I’m enjoying having a secure income in the 
form of a pension and having free transport around Auckland. My youngest daughter 
finally left home this June, so I’m now a free woman. I continue to write poetry, 
novels and music (second Symphony this year) and run Heartbreak Publishing. Maybe 
one day someone will pay me for a lifetime of creativity!

Caroline Smith (née Shott) Some years ago I reconnected with old friends from 
college days through Facebook. I had kept in touch through the twenty-plus years 
we’d been in the US, but Facebook enabled several of us who had been very close 
friends to have three and four-way conversations, in this case about the pantomime 
I was writing for our local community amateur theatre company (Kennett Amateur 
Theatrical Society, Kennett Square, Pennsylvania). I threw down a gauntlet, which 
they gamely took up; they wrote our pantomime for 2011 and are writing the one 
we are currently rehearsing for January 2014 - A Midsummer Night’s Tail, which 
promises to make Kenneth Branagh and Emma Thompson weep. “They” in this case 
are two friends from Natural Sciences, one from Pembroke and one from Trinity, 
and their wives. They came over to stay with us for our summer picnic, along with 
my New Hall friend Nessa Mitchell (née Neil, 1967) who is, coincidentally, now 
married to my husband’s college friend. Sitting on our front deck in the evening 
sun, at ninety degrees, was simply wonderful. In a more serious vein, I envy my old 
New Hall friends hugely. Lone among us I am still working - that’s what immigration 
does for you I think. I need to keep going for a couple more years in order to protect 
myself financially against all the possible disasters of older age, with no assured health 
protection. I am the Deputy Administrator of mental health services in our County. 
Our daughter is an infectious disease doctor and she married her partner Stephanie at 
a lovely wedding in New York in May of this year. My son James is still trying to make 
a living as a musician and, although his band is terrific, they need that special break. 
We keep telling them to tour the UK but I don’t think they can work out how to do it. 
So, all you music aficionados out there, Google The Spring Standards and then book 
them for a UK tour! 

Imogen Waterson (née Richards) I received my MD from UEA in July 2013. My 
thesis was titled ‘Families with more than one child with autism. Coping strategies - a 
qualitative study’.

Hilary Wilce After a long career as an education correspondent, I’ve spent the past 
year writing a book on the personal qualities that research shows children most need 
to learn and live well. Backbone: build the character your child needs to succeed is 
written for parents, although I’m hoping schools will use it as well when building their 
home-school links. I’ve also continued to work as a personal development coach, 
working with parents and with executives in non-profit and arts organisations. For 
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the past year we have been based in New York, where my husband is working, and 
we’re enjoying living and travelling in the US again. But, since our three children are 
all London based, we get home often. Back in the UK, we split our time between 
London and Kent, where Celia Clear (NH 1966) is a new neighbour. In fact, at the last 
count, there were at least four New Hall graduates in our quiet rural neighbourhood! 
I’ve been very happy to stay in touch with the College, and was delighted to interview 
Barbara Stocking on her appointment as President.

Lost Alumnae: Jharna Bose (née Mitra), Noela Corfield, Wendy Cox, Nicola Gregory 
(née Graves), Victoria Kidd, Rosemary Langeland, Andrea Leonard (née Humphrey), 
Kathryn Stewart and Mary Winter

1968
Year Reps:  Susan Carter - susan.carter1@blueyonder.co.uk
 Victoria Osborne-Broad (née Cutler) - vosbroad1@btinternet.com 
 Evelyn Silber - evelyn.silber@glasgow.ac.uk

Susan Carter The Year of ‘68 maintained its tradition of getting together in glorious 
sunshine, this time in Bristol in July. A report and pictures can be found in the Events 
section. We are just starting to plan our next expedition and if anyone in the year 
would like to be added to our electronic circulation list, please contact me at susan.
carter1@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Hilary Douglas (née Black) I was delighted to be chosen as a Trustee of the British 
Red Cross at the beginning of 2013 and will be focussing for the next few years on 
a combination of that, my executive coaching practice, and the very new role of 
grandmother!

Pam Lunn I retired from paid employment last 
Christmas and can hardly believe that a year has 
passed. My post-retirement treat was a trip to 
Arctic Norway to see the Northern Lights - one of 
the things on my ‘do before I die’ list! I continue 
to do a few bits of occasional work but enjoy not 
having to.  

Evelyn Silber I continue a varied programme of Art History lecturing, specialising in 
cultural tourism, and local engagement leading the restoration of a former bandstand 
site as a multipurpose arena in Queen’s Park, Glasgow, which launched in October 
2012. For the past year I have chaired the Scottish Treasure Trove panel allocating and 
assessing value for ex-gratia awards to finders of archaeological material – a fascinating 
new world. I am still involved in research. In 2011 I contributed to a new edition of 
H.S. Ede’s Savage Messiah, a biography of the sculptor Henri Gaudier-Brzeska, whose 
work is such an important element in Ede’s former home, Kettle’s Yard.

Dinah Townsend (née Holderness) This is my first 
year of full retirement from General Practice. We 
live in Portsmouth and travel in the summer to 
ceramics markets in Europe, to sell my husband 
John’s pottery. Both children have taken the 
academic path; Jack is doing a PhD in Web 
Science and Climate Change at Southampton 
University, and Sunny is a Research Associate at 
Glasgow University studying rabies vaccination 
programmes of dogs in several countries. Enjoyed 
the get-together again this year in Bristol. 

Jane Ziar (née Butler) The reunion this year took place in Bristol on a perfect weekend 
in July. Unfortunately I was en route for a family holiday in France (with three sons 
and two granddaughters going it was not to be missed) but I managed to catch up 
with quite a few friends on the Thursday evening and at Friday lunch. Hopefully even 
more of us will get together for the 60th celebrations in 2014.

Lost Alumnae: Denise Abbott, Bridget Ash, Joyce Chang, Patricia Dixon (née Clegg), 
Mary Jadwiga (née Swiatecka), Margaret Keeton (née Comly), Micheline Klagsbrun-
Frank (née Klagsbrun) and Suzanne Liau

1969
Year Reps: Sheila Damon (née Kinghorn) - sgdamon@gmail.com
    Barbara Hall (née Escritt) - bmh@mycenae.co.uk

Dawn Farber I am personal and supervising analyst, faculty, and co-chair of the 
Outreach and Public Information Committee at the Psychoanalytic Institute of 
Northern California (PINC). I have a private practice in Oakland and teach and consult 
widely in the community. I enjoy writing psychoanalytically informed essays, book and 
movie reviews, and poetry, and am published in Fort Da and Culture and Psyche in 
these genres.

Lindsay Inwood (née McMillan) It has been an eventful year, which started in 
the Caribbean with my husband and I celebrating our Atlantic crossing in our live-
aboard sailing yacht. Daughter Sally produced our first grandchild (Olivia) in France 
in March, son Stuart got engaged in June, and daughter Heather returned from 
five years teaching at Ohio State University to start a lectureship in Chinese Studies 
in Manchester. Whilst back in Europe to visit the family, my husband David was 
diagnosed unexpectedly with a large abdominal tumour. We have had to settle down 
temporarily in Bath while he recovers from major surgery, but we hope to return to 
our sailing lifestyle in the spring.

Jane Lamb (née Wright) I am retired and live near Diss, in Norfolk. I have 
visited California three times in the past year to visit my son, daughter-in-law 
and granddaughter. I also spent a month in Glasgow close to my two other 
granddaughters. So being a grandparent is a major preoccupation, but I do have 
another home-based life, which is somewhat less fun, though still rewarding. I do 
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ballet and tap and sing with two choirs. I have quite a lot of time on my own, but I 
write, mainly poetry, and make quilts for the family, so I keep busy.

Ann Macfarlane (née Griffin) After leaving Cambridge 
I joined the US Foreign Service. My first tour was in 
Lahore, Pakistan - then a quieter place. The assignment 
was much enhanced by my friendship with Shaista 
Sirajuddin, Sameena Rahman (both NH 1969), Nigar 
Ahmed (NH 1968) and other Pakistani friends from New 
Hall. I then served on the Bangladesh desk and was 
appointed the first woman to serve as a staff assistant 
in the Near East South Asia Bureau. During that tour I 
was assigned to Moscow, but I accepted a better offer 
from colleague Lew Macfarlane and married him instead. 
We had thirty-three amazing years together, in the 

Congo, Tanzania, Nepal and the US, and three thoughtful, interesting sons, before 
Lew died suddenly in 2011 of acute leukaemia. During that time I also became a 
Russian translator and served as president of the American Translators Association and 
executive director of the National Association of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators. 
My professional endeavour now is Jurassic Parliament. We are trying to transform the 
use of meeting procedure, taking the best of Robert’s Rules of Order and applying 
it with flexibility for modern conditions. Co-author Andrew Estep and I have just 
published our first book, Mastering Council Meetings, and we are writing Mastering 
Board Meetings. I am thrilled at the election of Barbara Stocking to the Presidency and 
hope to connect with her and other alumnae at a US event. I would love to hear from 
Murray Edwards colleagues and anyone who has a passion for smooth, efficient and 
fair meetings. My email is ann@jurassicparliament.com. 

Helen Sadler (née Freeman) We have had an eventful time. Our Cambridge family 
increased with the birth of Robbie, on 9 September 2012, and our US-based one 
followed suit when Lily arrived on 21 February 2013. My time has been spent in on-
going grandmother training with a bit of work thrown in!

Lost Alumnae: Catherine Gingell (née Gibbons), Elizabeth Mason, Ruth McLeod 
(née Bradley), Theresa Sullivan, Pamela Watson and Katharine Watts

1970
Year Reps: Frances Edmonds (née Moriarty) - enquiries@francesedmonds.co.uk
    Jane Inglese (née Bailes) - jinglese@btinternet.com

Bina Agarwal 
Lectures: 
• Harvard University, South Asia Institute – Public lecture on ‘If Women Governed 

Forests’, 12 September 2013 
• Yale University – Keynote address and paper on ‘Food sovereignty, food security 

and democratic choice: critical contradictions, difficult conciliations’, Agrarian 
studies and Journal of Peasant Studies conference on food sovereignty, 14 
September 2013

• Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala – Keynote address on ‘Gender 
and Agricultural Futures’, conference on Agricultural Research for Development, 
26 September 2013

• Stockholm Resilience Centre - ‘Gender and Forest Governance’, 27 September 
2013, under the ‘Stockholm Seminars’ series, co-hosted by the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences and the Beijer Institute among others 

Publications: 
• Gender and Green Governance (Oxford University Press, Oxford), paperback 

edition 2013 
• Food security, productivity and gender inequality, Handbook of Food, Politics and 

Society (New York: Oxford University Press), September 2013 online
• Gender and Environmental Change, Chapter 8 in the World Social Science Report 

2013 on Changing Global Environments (Paris: International Social Science Council 
and UNESCO), September 2013

Appointments: 
• Future Earth Science Committee member. The eighteen member international 

committee will guide a ten year research programme on global sustainability and 
environmental change.

Catharina Blomberg New book: The Journal of Olof Eriksson Willman, From His 
Voyage to the Dutch East Indies and Japan, 1648-1654, Translated, Annotated and 
with an Introduction by Catharina Blomberg, Global Oriental, Leiden-Boston, 2014.

Tessa Kilvington-Shaw (née Kilvington) The past 
year has seen me become a pensioner – I have been 
lucky enough not to have waited too long beyond 
sixty! I ended up in the bizarre situation of becoming 
eligible for my pension on the Monday and then start 
work on the Tuesday. I am now doing occasional 
exam marking for Cambridge Assessment. I am 
still very busy as a magistrate, not so much in the 
criminal courts, but on numerous committees. I am 
now chairman of the Cambridgeshire Magistrates’ 
Association and I have also joined the Family Panel, 
which, along with my role as an associate hospital 
manager undertaking mental health reviews, 
gives me the enormous responsibility of making 
fundamental and life changing decisions about 
peoples’ lives. The next edition of New Hall Lives, 

featuring the lives and reminiscences of alumnae from 1965-74 is now well on its 
way, and this has kept me and my fellow editors busy. In my free time I’ve been very 
busy with amateur dramatics – murdering my husband with a cake slice in one play 
and trying to be a forty-year-old police inspector in the other! My major holiday to 
Jordan was fabulous - Petra really is a wonder. I was lucky enough to see it at night, 
during the day and from above - some of us climbed up into the mountains and then 
descended down through magnificent scenery. 
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Olivia Loewendahl (née Maude) On International New Hall Society Day 2013, I 
hosted a gathering for alumnae in Devon and Cornwall. Fourteen women came and 
shared lunch, and it was a very interesting and enjoyable event. I would encourage 
any alumnae who feel out of touch with the College as I did to consider something 
similar. It was such fun meeting a group of interesting and diverse women with the 
shared experience of New Hall.

Elizabeth Norris I worked for over twenty years in industry as a lawyer specialising in 
oil and gas work, primarily in the UK. Since retiring in 2009, I have been volunteering 
for the Citizens Advice Bureau two days a week.

Barbara Woroncow I spent the gorgeous summer in our second home in Scarborough 
recovering from a fifth round of major surgery in five years. I was delighted that the 
small but perfectly formed Captain Cook Memorial Museum in Whitby, of which I 
am a very active Trustee, won the national Visit England award as Best Small Visitor 
Attraction for 2013.

Lost Alumnae: Amanda Bankier, Dianna Bowles, Anne Buckingham, 
Jeanette Cartwright, Sally Davison, Kathy Dumbleton, Mary Green, 
Susan Holms (née Levett), Suzanne Hughes, Birgitte Lindsay-Poulsen (née Poulsen), 
Mary McCleod (née Hayhoe), Marie-Noelle Roche, Hilary Treloar and Wei-June Wong 

1971
Sally Archer (née Morgan) Life is more relaxing now I have resigned as Head of 
Service for Nottinghamshire’s Oncology Department. I am fighting to avoid ‘empty 
nest’ syndrome by joining the local amateur orchestra – I have taken up the cello.

Maureen Bell Having taken early retirement, I continue to research and publish. I am 
currently on the postgraduate team at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, and am 
active in Bibliographical Society and Print Networks. I am enjoying having time to 
draw, sing and play with grandchildren!

Ursula Buchan In March 2013, Hutchinson published my latest book, A Green and 
Pleasant Land: How England’s Gardeners Fought the Second World War. It was the 
result of years of historical as well as horticultural research. It’s good to get back to my 
roots, so to speak, and directly use the research techniques I learned at New Hall. I am 
so grateful, also, to have had access to secondary sources in the University Library.

Harriet Lupton It is a relief to retire from the intensity of General Practice. I am 
meditating again (I learned this at Cambridge) and moving on well.

Trillia Robinson (née Cartwright) I married Peter Robinson in 2011 and now live on 
the Gold Coast in Queensland, Australia. It’s the ideal place for a geographer – floods, 
fires, coastal erosion, what more could you ask for?

Susan Whitham (née Addison) Reached sixty. Downsized from the beloved 
Homestead to the tiny Instead. Penurious. Practising for retirement by doing three 
days a week, and practising frugality ready for the meagre teacher’s pension! 

Lost Alumnae: Anne Carver (née Stewart), Nicole-Anne Chapman, Debora Harding, 
Elaine Hulme (née Waite), Nicola King (née Brown), Sue Moffatt (née Hardy), 
Susan Ransdale, Margaret Sanderson, Elizabeth Saxon, Janet Usvyat (née Butler) and 
Patricia Wright

1972
Year Reps: Pat Owens

Deborah Bearder A group of New Hall friends who 
graduated in 1975 reunited this summer at the Blue 
Apple Ball in Winchester. This was organised by Jane 
Jessop (née Ashpitel) to raise funds for Blue Apple 
Theatre, which she started to give people with learning 
difficulties the opportunity to perform the arts in 
public. The group are (L to R) Lizzie Lowe (née Eyre), 
me, Jane Jessop (née Ashpitel), Caroline Theyer (née 

Goble), Pippa Robinson (née Walker) and Rosemary Merry (née Moore). We all had a 
wonderful evening, and weekend, catching up on news and marvelling at how none 
of us had changed!  

Susan Gregory (née Duncan) I’ve enjoyed meeting up with several New Hall friends 
over the past year, both in Cambridge and elsewhere. I love my job teaching French at 
Farnborough Hill, but am planning to retire in 2016. All of our children have flown the 
nest and live in Birmingham , London , Durham and Sydney, Australia.

Jane Jessop (née Ashpitel) In the summer of 2013, I organised a Ball in aid of Blue 
Apple Theatre, which I founded in 2005 to enable around seventy people who have 
learning disabilities to benefit from taking part in ambitious, but fun, theatre, dance 
and film productions. They develop skills and confidence and make friends. They take 
part in intensive physical and mental activity while learning lines and dance routines. 
They take part in the excitement, challenge and reward of live theatre at the Theatre 
Royal Winchester. Recently, their touring company has been performing Living 
Without Fear - a play which tackles disability hate crime. This has been performed in 
Parliament and nationally. In 2012, to mark the Olympic year, six actors with learning 
disabilities, four of whom have Down’s syndrome, toured Hamlet in Shakespeare’s 
verse to mainstream theatres in five counties. 

Anne Merrett (née Gray) I have been retired for eighteen months so life is now very 
different. Burning the midnight oil to do marking etc. is no longer necessary. I am a 
Chairman of the Friends of Woodbridge Museum and last year started a History Day 
School in the town. I was inspired by Day Schools at Madingley, particularly a course 
run by Dr Andrew Lacey – he volunteered to be our first speaker. John Sutton has also 
joined in from this March. Three courses have now been run to capacity which is most 
encouraging. We have had to start a waiting list for over fifty people. Outreach from 
Cambridge (albeit privately run) is much appreciated in Woodbridge by the elderly 
residents who no longer travel far afield.



94 95

NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS

Moira Wilson I am currently Interim Director of Care and Support with Sheffield City 
Council. I celebrated my sixtieth birthday by walking the Dales Way from Ilkley to 
Bowness on Windermere – highly recommended, scenic and just challenging enough!

Barbara Wilson (née Lewis) I left the Catlin Group, where I was Group HR Director, 
in December 2012. In April 2013 I set up an organisation to help people return to or 
remain in work after a diagnosis of cancer. It is a Social Enterprise and I have recently 
joined a start-up programme run by the School for Social Entrepreneurs to help me 
build my business. The SSE is run by PwC and the programme is sponsored by Lloyds 
Bank.

Lost Alumnae: Margaret Bignall (née Baker), Cheryl Carter, Ioana Comino (née Cizek), 
Helena Datta, Victoria McGhie, Hannah Page (née Aitken), Lynne Scholefield (née 
Bevan), Mary Watson (née Jackson) and Frances Wilks

1973
Year Rep: Linda Iles (née Blogg) - linda@uncllys.co.uk

Sally Cooper (née Nuttall) Two happy events of 2013 were buying a flat in 
Windermere and discovering the Cambridge in Cumbria alumni group. Looking 
forward to expanding the SALLY COOPER business into Cumbria in 2014 and 
beyond!

Dawn Hunter-Ellis After being in full-time employment since 1976, I left my last job at 
South Lakeland District Council in 2011 for part-time self-employment as a marketing 
consultant. I am enjoying having more free time. 

Heather Morrison I continue to enjoy retirement in a beautiful part of a beautiful 
country. Dog walking, meeting with friends, doing various crafts, and supporting the 
RVS and local hospice are as satisfying as being a doctor was. 

Lost Alumnae: Penny Ashbrook, Celia Barlow, Catherine Carr, Christine Cooper (née 
Williams), Ruth Davis, Jane Fischel (née Kirby), Gillian Hardy, Clare Hartwell,  
Elizabeth Jones, Christina Le Moignan, Clare Nicholson and Carol Scott

1974
Year Rep: Alison Balfour-Lynn - allison.balfou@btconnect.com

Frances Baines (née Toosey) I am still actively researching the use of artificial lighting 
in animal husbandry, in particular UV lamps for Vitamin D synthesis. I am an advisor 
for the British and Irish Associations of Zoos and Aquaria in the reptile and amphibian 
working group. In my spare time I am still painting a few wildlife murals and when on 
holiday I take thousands of photographs, predominantly of lizards and follow them 
around with the UVB meter.

Caroline Bird 2013 was a year of new beginnings. I left the public service and became 
Research Manager at Archae-Aus, a private heritage consulting firm in Perth, Western 

Australia. My husband, Jim Rhoads, and I are job sharing. Our main role is to manage 
a research grant from a mining company and develop a culture of archaeological 
research within the firm. It is a new and exciting venture for Archae-Aus, as well as 
us. Our elder son, James, has spent the last three years as a choral scholar in England, 
first at Worcester Cathedral and then at Wells, and will begin a music degree at King’s 
College London in 2013. Our younger son, Lawrence, is studying for a degree in 
Linguistics and Italian at the University of Western Australia.

Lesley Evans (née Stockdale) I had a most enjoyable stay in college in August and was 
much impressed by the new buildings and the delightful gardens. The occasion was 
my son Robert’s wedding in Peterhouse Chapel; he read History there and is currently 
at Ridley Hall training for ordained ministry. He is helping to coach a New Hall novice 
boat so links with College continue.

Kate Harris
Publication: 

• Review article in the Journal of English and Germanic Philology, 112, No. 4, 
October 2013, pp.529-532 ‘The Wollaton Medieval Manuscripts: Texts, Owners 
and Readers’ edited by Ralph Hanna and Thorlac Turville-Petre.

Judy Heap (née Bennett) We are enjoying our smallholding in northeast Derbyshire, 
with resident ponies and chickens. We raise neighbouring farmers’ orphan lambs and 
two or three pigs for the freezer. On-going fencing, and tree and hedge planting. 
We are open for visitors - a good place to stay to visit the folks. Our first grandchild, 
Bryony, was born in March.

La Stacey (née Chaplin) I was ordained as a priest in June 2012 and am currently in 
curacy at Easthampstead Parish Church. Come and visit the Church with its beautiful 
Burne-Jones windows, open in British Summer Time.

Laura Warren (née Rham) I am now in my fourth 
year of working for the South Downs National 
Park Authority and enjoying the challenges of 
setting up a National Park in the populous South 
East. At home we have indulged ourselves with 
a large new glasshouse adjoining the back of our 
house, which has allowed me to expand my plant 
collection even further, particularly the Madeiran 
endemics of which I became so fond during the 

time we ran a conservation project on this Macaronesian island. Our family of dogs 
has also expanded this year when we bred from our Jack Russell in March and kept 
two of her offspring, Wren and Jay. These are the two I am holding very tightly in the 
photograph, taken by my husband Tim during our annual trip to Islay in the autumn. 

Lost Alumnae: Louise Backhouse, Rosamund Calverley, Philippa Carruth (née Bosman), 
Nicola Gardner (née Ridley), Ann Humphreys, Felicity Mansfield, Joanna Pelly,  
Jane Polden, Anne Sykes (née Lloyd) and Dubravka Tromans (née Konigsknecht) 
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1975
Felicity Bazell (née Naumann) I am about to retire from my voluntary role as an 
independent monitoring board member at the prison local to us. After eighteen 
years, I need a new challenge. I work full time in a role I really enjoy and sing at every 
opportunity I get. I look back with great gratitude to the people who have taught me 
in my life and I never stop learning.

Liz Horne My role as a senior manager, running the 
commercial arm of the Royal Academy, keeps me pretty 
busy and brings me into contact with many of Britain’s most 
distinguished artists and architects. I manage a skilled and 
dedicated team who develop retail merchandise, books and 
magazines; who run shops and catering, and even a picture 
framing business! My daughter Lucy is in her final year at 
Trinity College, Oxford, studying History and Politics, and 
my son Stephen is in his first year at Nottingham studying 
Mechanical Engineering. When I’m not at work you will find 

me out on my bike, usually with Francis but sometimes also with friends, including 
some of my Cambridge friends. Or you may find me tending my bees (2013 was 
a great year for honey and healthy bees), digging my allotment, singing in various 
choirs, serving as a churchwarden at St Mary’s Church, seeing friends, and fitting in 
some travel to new places - India (Rajasthan) in January 2013 was a revelation. 

Hilary Leighter I am now focusing on building up my business as a humanist wedding, 
naming and funeral celebrant. I am happy to help people celebrate their weddings, 
babies and the lives of their loved ones - please do contact me if you are in London or 
the South-East.

Cerilan Rogers I have taken early retirement, supposedly to spend time with my 
husband, who retired in 2012. I have managed somehow to become a cliché - now 
busier than when working full time! All four sons are moving forward with their lives 
and are still a joy.

Kate Smith (née Smart) In 2012 we celebrated our thirtieth wedding anniversary. 
Unfortunately, we were too slow in organising a family event for April and not 
enough people could make the date, so we re-scheduled for our thirty-first! The 
MEP office job was fascinating, but after nearly a year of long drives I was exhausted 
and decided to give up. I continue at the Tramway Museum, now helping to run the 
shops. Husband Paul went freelance, following a very good severance deal in January 
2013, and hasn’t looked back either in work or musical terms - he’s now Chair of 
Trustees of our Music Centre as well as learning recorder. Son Will is in his second 
year of a DPhil in Biochemistry at Oxford, looking at cancer cells and also doing some 
undergraduate teaching. Son Ollie is in his third year studying History, also at Oxford, 
working on a thesis about gay behaviour in the forces in and after World War Two. 
The Boat Race is always a good opportunity to taunt them both with “Why couldn’t 
you have chosen a proper university like good old Cambridge?” The Lib Dems are still 
keeping me busy, and I recently passed my Parliamentary Candidate assessment with 
top marks - hope to stand again in 2015. 

Hazel Wright In January 2013 I changed jobs for the first time ever. Having built up 
a profitable family department, and led a third of the firm, my old firm merged in 
April 2012. The merger did not work for me, so I was lucky to be invited to join the 
partnership at Hunters (est. 1715) in Lincoln’s Inn. I specialise in family law, including 
mediation and other non-court specialisms. Much work is international. We offer a 
free first meeting to get to know the clients, as it is a very important relationship. I 
have also been very proud this year that one of my New Hall mentees, Stephanie 
High, has qualified as a solicitor in City firm. I first met her when she was a very 
nervous undergraduate and she has blossomed into a fantastic lawyer. I hope to see 
more people at the Murray Edwards Law Network – find us on LinkedIn and come to 
an event, or let me know how we can help if you read, practise or teach Law. 

Ann Wrightson (née Luff) In June 2013, I finished my second two-year term as 
Technical Committee Chair of HL7 UK, a health information standards organisation 
affiliated to HL7 International. It’s been an interesting and challenging few years 
and I’m looking forward to a chance to step back and think about what to do next 
(beyond my day job, that is!).

Lost Alumnae: Masumi Barrett, Deborah Christie, Awilda Colon-Carreras (née Colon), 
Christine Cornell (née Potter), Anna Gifford, Patricia Haigh, Kate Harrison, Clare Heath, 
Emma Henrion, Janet Hunter, Fiona Johnson, Lorna Koski and Hedwig Plooij-van-de-
Rijt (née van de Rijt)

1976
Judy Curson Shortly after receiving Christmas cards from several friends announcing 
their retirement, I took up a new job in a new organisation. I am working for Public 
Health England (South), combining my interests and experience in public health and 
workforce development. The nest is not yet empty!

Ann Laird (née Cox) I am taking part in a lot of author conferences and the like, 
including appearing with the ‘Deadly Dames’ at libraries and literary festivals.

Nicolette Overy (née Ebsworth) We finally managed to untangle ourselves from the 
Home Counties, moving to Tavistock in December 2012, and are enjoying our new, 
much more rural life. I was delighted to join a gathering of New Hall alumnae from 
Devon and Cornwall on International New Hall Society Day 2013, kindly hosted by 
Olivia Loewendahl (NH 1970).

Anne Parry (née Everley) I run a massage and complementary therapy practice 
from my home; provide an on-site massage service to local companies, and deliver 
advanced massage training at various locations throughout the county. My most 
recent training has been as a trainer for laughter yoga leaders. I am enjoying bringing 
the many health benefits of laughter to a wide range of people.

Helen Rees Jones (née Dixon) Our eldest son, David (Christ’s 2005) married Filipa 
Candeias on July 27 2013 at Eden Baptist church, Cambridge. The reception was held 
at Murray Edwards, with drinks in the Fellows’ Garden and dinner and dancing in the 
Dome. It was a wonderful occasion and the staff at the college made everyone very 
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welcome. The catering staff were even able to accommodate the couple’s request  
for a Portuguese fish dish (the bride is from Portugal) as part of the wedding  
breakfast menu.

Helen Wood (née Jagger) I continue to facilitate the 
Indian King Poets in Cornwall and, in addition to 
reading my work by invitation at the Falmouth Poetry 
Group, the Hall for Cornwall, Camelford Gallery and in 
Wadebridge, my poems have appeared in the touring 
exhibition Earth, Wind and Stone on which I worked 
on location in ancient Cornish places on Bodmin Moor 
alongside photographer Ida Swearingen and painter 
Kat Dickinson. I was involved in the Quarry Project, a 
week of site specific arts work in July, and was filmed 
reading my work by the BBC’s Countryfile programme 
in November. I am now working with painter Michael 
Moss on a pamphlet of paintings and poetry. 

Lost Alumnae: Ann Clarke, Frances de Moraville (née Barran), Pauline Donnelly, 
Linda Hunt, Catharine Kennaugh (née Miller), Ruth Lawson (née Thompson), Bettina 
Lerner, Deborah Padfield, Lleky Papastavrou (née Hughes), Diana Shelton (née 
Kenworthy), Jennifer Smith, Patricia Weist (née Howlett), Emma Woodcraft (née 
Dargue) and Anne Wythe

1977
Ros Abbott (née Smith) My daughter Ruth is Director of Studies in English at St 
John’s, Cambridge, and my son Paul is a senior researcher for an MP.

Gillian Baker After St Margaret’s closed in August 2009, I worked as a part-time 
teacher at Lavant House School and as a supply teacher. I am now at Lavant House 
full time and loving it; new subjects - a welcome challenge.

Caroline Malone As Principal Investigator, I was awarded a €2.49million grant from 
the ERC - heading a specialist Archaeological-Environmental team in Malta - with 
Cambridge and Queen’s Belfast. It was one of 20 grants awarded to Humanities in  
the UK.

Nicola Savage In 2008, I gave up financial security in the City to set up my own 
business drawing upon my international experience in start-ups and inward 
investment. I realised a life-long dream in 2011 with the purchase of Lower Clatford 
Farm, an outstandingly beautiful wilderness of neglected water meadow. Despite 
the worst weather of our lifetimes, flooding, foxes, and planning officers, the farm 
is progressing with outdoor raised rare-breeds livestock and a major wildlife habitat 
restoration project. The farm’s first pedigree Devon calves have been born, and our 
Gloucester Old Spot pork has a great reputation. And I’ve learnt how to drive a seven-
and-a-half ton digger. 

Karen Silcock (née Pawson) After retiring as a Partner at Deloitte LLP in 2010, I have 
worked as a consultant to Deloitte and pursued my retirement aims of becoming 
involved at Director level in the public interest sphere i.e. charity and public sector 
work. I continue to own and ride horses and am joint Honorary Secretary of the 
Fitzwilliam (Milton) Hunt.

Helen Turner (née Coombs) After over thirty years of teaching (I am currently Director 
of Sixth Form at North London Collegiate School) I will be changing career at the end 
of this academic year, retiring from teaching to take on a different role as a full time 
foster carer. I have found the pastoral side of my current job particularly satisfying 
and this seems a natural extension of it. We look forward to welcoming children 
and young people who are in care (probably two siblings) into our home from next 
September, and in the meantime are trying to work out where we can store all the 
books that are currently in our two spare bedrooms!

Lost Alumnae: Sophie Collins, Claire Dean, Jessica Earle, Kate Goodman, Deborah 
Grant-Jones, Mary Hennock, Catherine Inglis, Belinda Leytham, Linda MacKenney 
(née Pearson), Janet Menzies, Catriona Moncreiff, Martin Parkinson (née Kathryn 
Harrison), Judith Phillips and Lata Soakai

1978
Year Rep: Rachel Howgego (née Burbridge) - rachel@whowgego.freeserve.co.uk

Sue Barrott (née Stephen) I am working full time at a school for children with special 
needs, primarily autism and social and emotional difficulties. 

Kate Charlton-Jones (née Gorman) Having completed a PhD at the University of Essex 
in 2010, I am looking forward to the publication of my first book, Dismembering the 
American Dream: A study of the fiction of Richard Yates, in spring 2014 by Alabama 
University Press.

Elizabeth Dawson I am taking a career break (could be permanent) following a job 
crisis and a simultaneous brush with breast cancer (or should that read ‘with the 
breast cancer screening programme’). Still helping with a bit of education research 
and hoping to pursue my MA studies. Have enjoyed return trips to Cambridge where 
our elder daughter is studying at Homerton, and a New Hall friend’s son has just got 
married! Blogging at www.olot1.wordpress.com.

Sara Ledwith I was a member of the team who was awarded a 2012 Gerald Loeb 
Award for work on offshore shell companies. In late 2012, I edited an investigation 
into Starbucks’ corporate tax payments which proved highly influential (at the time of 
writing it had won a British Press award). Would be interested to hear from old chums.

Janet Legget-Jones (née Legget) I am working as a business consultant, trying to 
achieve the Nirvana of high quality work but only 3 days a week to keep my work/life 
balance. Still have sheep, ducks, hens and a smallholding in North Wales. I have three 
children, who are all achieving in the arts. 
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Sue Pinfold I am travelling extensively to Dubai, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Zurich, Sri 
Lanka and Hollywood - someone’s got to do it! Being in inflight entertainment, there 
aren’t many movies I haven’t already seen.

Caitlin Smail I recently set up my own company, Art Therapy 4 All, to promote the 
benefits of art therapy and provide subsidised places on therapy projects for those in 
need.

Fionn Stevenson I am thoroughly enjoying my role as Professor of Sustainable Design 
at the University of Sheffield, in a School of Architecture where five of the eight 
professors are women and feminism is alive and well.

Lost Alumnae: Caroline Bassett (née Juniper), Francesca Bettio, Sarah Gellner,  
Patricia Hartley, Julie Johnson, Susan Kelly, Cecile Landau, Anne MacKay, Karen 
Powell (née Drayne), Pamela Reynolds, Carmo Roger Alvoeiro Marques da Silva and 
Elizabeth Tanner (née King)

1979
Year Rep: Fiona Pharoah - fionapharoah@doctors.org.uk

Carol Blakemore Having worked as an immigration and refugee lawyer for many 
years, a period of ill health brought about a big change of direction in my working life 
and I am now teaching Chi Kung in London. This is as enjoyable as the legal career, 
but definitely more relaxing.

Margaret Cole I stepped down as a Managing Director and Board Member of the 
Financial Services Authority in 2012 and have joined PwC as General Counsel and 
Executive Board Member. I lead the legal team, compliance, risk, reparation and public 
policy. I have also joined the Advisory Board of the Institute for Fiscal Studies.

Catherine Dowland-Pillinger (née Dowland) I was licensed as Team Vicar of St. Paul’s 
and St. Agatha’s churches, Woldingham, in September 2013, and am also continuing 
to act as one of the Honorary Chaplains at Southwark Cathedral.

Debbie Macklin (née Schofield) I have been back in England since summer 2013 
following seventeen years living in France.

Denise Morrey My son Sam, who is fourteen, has now started at Abingdon School. 
Earlier in the year I was honoured to have been asked to talk at Liz Acton’s Memorial 
Service. I was really shocked and saddened to learn of her death, but really pleased 
to be able to talk about how supportive and positive she had been to New Hall’s 
women engineers. I have started to play Irish folk music (guitar and melodeon) 
with the mother of a very good friend of my son, who turned out to be a New Hall 
alumna - Mary Pegler (NH 1984). We bumped into each other unexpectedly at an 
alumnae event! Maybe there are other alumnae in the Oxfordshire area who might 
be interested in playing with us. At work I am a Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
and spend most of my time leading and working on research projects with Motorsport 
teams and companies, and on the development of sustainable mobility. I would really 

like to hear from anyone who I knew (and have lost touch with) from my time at New 
Hall - denise.morrey@gmail.com - do get in touch. I keep in touch with and regularly 
visit Valerie Hess (NH 1958) – the mother of my very good, but now deceased, school 
friend Charlotte Hess (New Hall 1982) – who looks after us when we visit my elderly 
mother, who is now in residential care.

Heather Oxley (née Fleming) I have been in the Czech Republic for three years after 
five years in Egypt. I am fully established as a High School teacher of English and 
Humanities, and am still active in music and play double bass in an orchestra. Graham 
is studying at KCL and David is studying for IB.

Diane Rudd (née Jeffries) My husband Jerry (Queens’ 1979) and I celebrated our 
silver wedding anniversary this year, having met in 1981.

Lost Alumnae: Louise Bauer (née Birch), Claudette Davis, Margaret Johns, Meredith 
MacArdle, Fiona Miller, Anne Tucker and Julie Wilson (née Pinch)

1980
Year Rep: Tracey Campbell - teamcrampton@yahoo.co.uk

Hazel Aucken (née Brodley) I am still working as a Parish 
Administrator for Edgware Parish, a team of three Anglican 
churches in north London, and also as Clerk to the Trustees 
of Day’s and Atkinson’s Almshouse Charity. We recently 
completed a £3million rebuild of one of our almshouse sites, 
increasing from six bedsits to a block of six one-bed and seven 
two-bed flats, and two three-bed houses, for which we won 
a National Almshouse Association Patron’s Award. The Patron 
is Prince Charles so this is no mean achievement, as evidenced 
by the fact these are only the second new build almshouses 
to have received the award. This summer I had a wonderful 
holiday with a fellow former member of the Cambridge 

Dancers’ Club, who is doing a six-month stint as Charge d’Affaires in Turkmenistan. 
Staying in the British Ambassador’s Residence in Ashgabat, attending receptions 
and events for the diplomatic corps, having a Turkmen dress made, and seeing 
some of the sights, including swimming in an underground lake, all in glorious hot 
sunshine was an extraordinary experience and a real treat. The scenarios in the BBC’s 
Ambassadors series, whilst obviously highly exaggerated, weren’t a million miles from 
the kind of thing that goes on!

Anna Barker (née Devereux) For the past eighteen months I have been CFO at a local 
retailer - a ‘big box’ hardware store with over one hundred staff. I have just begun a 
few months stint of being the Acting General Manager until a new one is appointed, 
which so far has been an enjoyable challenge. I am now a sleeping partner in my 
husband’s building business, having been more actively involved before my current 
role. Suzi has almost finished her nursing degree in Auckland, NZ, and Rachel intends 
to study communications there in 2014. We visited the UK in January 2013, which 
was wonderful but all too brief! I would love to hear from other alumnae.
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Sally Bott (née Rattley) After many years of home responsibilities, I have re-entered 
the world of work as a special needs teaching assistant at a primary school. Over the 
last few years I have learned so much about autism and now feel confident to apply 
that knowledge to help children on the spectrum develop and grow. I am very excited 
about the changes I have seen in the child I am working with, in just one year. I 
would be happy to be contacted by other alumnae who have children with social and 
communication challenges and are seeking solutions - sally.bott@btinternet.com.

Ruth Breeze (née Johnson) 
Books: 
• Rethinking academic writing pedagogy for the European university (Rodopi, 2012) 
• Corporate discourse (Bloomsbury, 2013)

Serena Hodgson (née Cantrell) We returned from seven very happy years of living in 
Hong Kong in 2002, with the view of putting our three daughters into senior school 
here. Three years ago, with all three away at school, I finally had time to rediscover 
who I am. A Masters in Modern and Contemporary History of Art at Christie’s 
Education followed, which I absolutely loved. I read Architecture while at New Hall so 
this is a new discipline for me. Determined to continue study in this area, last year I 
began a part time business taking guided art visits to galleries in London and this year 
we ventured to the Venice Biennale. This is proving to be hugely rewarding. If anyone 
would like to find out more please contact me - serena@artvisits.co.uk.

Helen Jackson (née Chillingworth) I am still enjoying working as a solicitor for 
Cambridge University. Our office is now next door to the East Room and the Squire 
Law Library (now part of Caius), where I should have spent more of my student time. 
Our second son leaves for his gap year this summer, our eldest is already at Oxford. 
With one child left at home I am hoping there may at last be some free time!

Anne Lutyens-Stobbs (née Lutyens-Humfrey) I was married to Nick Stobbs in June 
2013.

Julia Miller (née Haisley) I’ve just been awarded a University of Adelaide 
Commendation for excellence in support of the student experience. In September 
2013 I attended a conference in Florence and had the pleasure of meeting up with my 
former housemate Jane Pollard (née Christopher, NH 1980). Inspired by Julie Perigo’s 
(NH 1977) news of the Henley-on-Thames Living Advent Calendar, I approached our 
local coordination group in the East End of Adelaide and we are hosting a similar event 
this year. It’s much smaller than the Henley version, but I’m sure it will grow and we 
are enthused by this wonderful idea!

Lost Alumnae: Helen Abbott, Camilla Affleck, Anthea Dobry, Pippa Green (née 
Pilgram), Joye Penrose, Caroline Stephenson and Julie Withecomb

1981
Judith Case I am now living and working full-time in the Bristol area. The children are 
growing very fast and an empty nest is on the horizon. I would love to meet up with/
have contact with anyone who I knew from my year group.
Clare Cowley (née Chapple) I have been working in the Public Protection Department 
of West Midlands Police for the last three years as Detective Superintendent for Adult 
Protection. However, I am now in my last year before retirement in 2014 after thirty 
years’ service. Our two girls are at Royal Holloway and Sussex respectively, and our 
son is training to be a carpenter. So, an exciting year ahead for me choosing what to 
do next!

Mary Luckhurst I was co-founder of the new £30million, state-of-the-art department 
of Theatre, Film and Television at the University of York. I was given the title of 
‘International Scholar’ for 2012-13 by the Higher Education Academy in recognition 
of outstanding international contribution to training and research in theatre. I was the 
Martin E. Segal Scholar at CUNY in 2012, and the MacGeorge Fellow at the University 
of Melbourne in 2013.

Mary Pegler I was delighted to be asked to Dame Barbara Stocking’s Farewell to 
Oxford party in the summer and amazed to recognise two of my friends from other 
walks of life there, having never known they too were New Hall old girls. I have since 
started playing folk tunes with Denise Morrey (NH 1979), with me fumblingly on the 
melodeon and Denise rather more adeptly on the guitar. You will be relieved to hear 
there are as yet no plans for any public performances, but we would love to hear from 
any other music-makers in the Oxford area who want to join us.

Alison Smart (née Hodges) I was married to Mike Smart on 25 July 2013. It only took 
us eight-and-a-half years to get round to it.

Lost Alumnae: Ann Butler (née Hodgson), Jacqui Corseaux (née Taylor),   
Colette George, Olivia Liwewe and Fawzia Saeed-Cockar

1982
Year Rep: Jo Busvine - j.busvine@btinternet.com

Sharon Craggs (née Neo) I have been conferred the honorary designation DFICP 
(Distinguished Financial Industry Practitioner) by the Singapore Minister for Finance.

Simone Pearlman (née Stecker) I have been Head of Legal Knowledge, UK, EMEA and 
Asia, at Herbert Smith Freehills LLP since October 2012, having been with the firm for 
twenty-six years. I have been married to Richard for twenty-six years and have three 
children - James (aged twenty), Emma (aged sixteen) and Lucy (aged twelve). 

Karen Shaw I will turn fifty in May, which makes me feel pretty odd as I have long 
believed I am not really an adult at all! Not sure I have become entirely sensible thank 
goodness. Still working for Sutton LA as an SEN Inspector and finding it an extremely 
positive experience - good to be released from schools after the last fifteen years. 
My son is now in Year Nine and my daughter had her third child this year. Emma, 
my oldest granddaughter, started school this year and so the cycle goes on. Life is 
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improving year on year and a holiday in Madeira alone with my mum has made this 
year one to remember.

Lost Alumnae: Gillian Belton, Kate Furshpan, Sarah Green, Moyra Killip, Saskia Marshall 
(née Gavin), Elisabeth Peters, Sally Philp (née Abraham), Vlasta Podzemny,  
Michaela Segol and Lynda Tomlinson (née Garrington)

1983
Sarah Bunker My partner Paul and I are trying to set up a co-operatively owned park 
home site - perhaps in Devon, where we live, or further afield. The idea is to create 
a site for twelve or fewer park homes on land which is bought and made ready with 
infrastructure by a managing company. Members would then buy their own park 
home and pay a ground rent to pay back loans on land and infrastructure. We feel 
that this could be a viable alternative for people who cannot afford bricks and mortar, 
and a chance for those presently in privately rented accommodation to have control 
over their housing - especially being able to make it energy efficient and therefore 
affordable, long term. Please contact us if you like our idea or can offer any assistance! 
parkhome@email.com

Judith Grünberg In September 2013, I organised, together with Harald Meller 
(Halle/Saale), Bernhard Gramsch (Potsdam), Lars Larsson (Lund) and Jörg Orschiedt 
(Berlin), an international conference on ‘Mesolithic burials - Rites, symbols and social 
organisation of early postglacial communities’, at our State Museum of Prehistory in 
Halle (Saale). We had forty-nine oral presentations from researchers from eighteen 
countries. It was the first conference ever focusing solely on Mesolithic burials, and was 
a very interesting, intensive and inspiring event. In addition, it was the largest number 
of nations gathered in our conference room since our museum opened in 1918.

Ceri Meyrick In 2013 I won my first BAFTA - Best Continuing Drama for EastEnders.

Lost Alumnae: Shaheen Ahmed, Polly Cochrane, Tracey Collett (née Lancaster),  
Janine Crawley, Fiona Henderson, Elizabeth McFarlane, Nicola Morgan, Suzanne 
Powner, Virginia Quan, Ann Rance, Flora Samuel, Jane Thomas and Isabelle Young

1984
Year Rep: Sarah Hill Wheeler (née Wheeler) - sarah@sarahhillwheeler.co.uk

Jackie Andrade I enjoyed a trip to Bethesda, Maryland to speak at the National 
Institute of Health on obesity.

Sally-Ann Baker My company Bidright UK Ltd., established in 2011, has achieved the 
status of Approved Provider of Investment and Contract Readiness Services. Our ten 
specialist consultants provide Cabinet Office funded support for social ventures and 
companies, to help them win and deliver large contracts. Support includes finance, 
marketing, quality, data management and bid writing. We are one of the most active 
and successful contract readiness providers in the country.

Sarah Green I am currently a Commissioner at the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission and have been appointed as a Deputy Chair of the IPCC with effect from 
1 January 2014.

Susan Grossey This year I have self-published my first novel, Fatal Forgery. It is all 
about financial crime and is selling slowly but steadily. I have loved the self-publishing 
adventure - who knew that I would be capable of converting my words into so many 
e-versions? And even more thrilling, the paperback is on the shelves of both Heffers 
and G David! Based on a real case, Fatal Forgery is set in 1824, when trust in the 
virtual money of the day - new paper financial instruments - is so fragile that anyone 
forging them is sent to the scaffold. So why would one of London’s most respected 
bankers start forging his clients’ signatures? Constable Samuel Plank is determined to 
find out why the banker has risked his reputation, his banking house and his neck - 
and why he is so determined to plead guilty.

Sue Primmer I am now a Partner in a financial 
services consultancy, www.catalyst.co.uk, with 
investment banking forming part of an increasingly 
varied career now also spanning publishing, episcopal 
communications, the early days of dotcom land, 
Higher Education and local Government. My son 
Henry is now at Trinity Hall studying Russian with 
Portuguese and husband Tom is both Vicar of the Isle 
of Dogs and a Royal Naval Reserve Chaplain, all of 
which GCSE daughter Emily manages with aplomb. 
Pictured is the family with comedian Hugh Dennis 
who, it turns out, grew up in our Vicarage.

Rosie Stather I am now living in Invercargill, at the bottom of the South Island of 
New Zealand, and mother of two lovely boys, Jack aged nearly four and Matthew 
aged two-and-a-half years. Finally stopped working in April. I have been volunteering 
for some local parent groups and enjoying being a mother. Roger is running an 
architectural practice and the business is doing well.
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Lost Alumnae: Hilary Barlow (née Froggatt), Laura Bear, Adriana Biscaretti di Ruffia 
(née Acutis), Marion Coukidou, Jochim Dymott, Julia Guttridge, Victoria Hope,  
Nicola Jones, Elizabeth Legum, Lucy Lloyd, Rosaleen McHugh, Christine Papadakis, 
Lorraine Richardson, Nicola Riswadkar (née Jones), Catherine Roud Mayne,  
Rebecca Shaw, Shan Smith, Amanda Smith (née Phillipson) and Alison White

1985
Ali Cooper I am self-employed in publishing as a scientific editor and have an active 
interest in birding, both locally and nationally. I have a busy family life with three 
teenagers with widely different interests.

Rebecca Sandles After five years working as part of a police communications team, I 
am now enjoying a quieter life in Brighton. That said, it’s surprising how much is going 
on in the world of pensions.

Lucinda Wood (née Cane) After five years in Northumberland we are moving back 
down to Wiltshire. The last two years have been marred by the struggle of my sister, 
Rachel Malet, to recover from an almost fatal stroke suffered in September 2011. 
Australia is a long way, but I have managed to visit more frequently as Rachel is no 
longer able to talk easily on the phone. I miss our long chats to catch up!

Lost Alumnae: Mary Behar (née Duffy), Catherine Brown, Anne Davie (née Storrow), 
Penelope Doig (née Sayner), Anne Everall, Ingrid Gunn, Cordelia Hammond, 
Katherine Jones, Catherine Lee, Lara Melnick, Robina Nazar, Cynthia Stephens, 
Naomi Williams, Helen Wormald (née Atherton) and Lubna Yasmeen

1986
Year Rep: Sarah Evans (née Oglesby) - oge.evans@talk21.com

Julie Barber I am still working part-time in west Wales. Finally become a Fellow of 
RCP in Edinburgh last year. I am lucky to enjoy my job and have a wonderful son who 
is now nine years old.

Judith Hebron (née Worrall) My PhD was awarded in 2012, and I was appointed as a 
Simon Research Fellow at the University of Manchester in March 2013. 

Helen Palmer For the past three years I have worked in the London office of 
the global communications firm Weber Shandwick. I lead the Global Health and 
Development team, advising non-profits, foundations and philanthropists on how to 
work with the global media to achieve their advocacy and campaigning goals. These 
could be increasing global funding for child vaccines, eradicating polio, or improving 
family planning services in developing countries. It’s been fascinating working with 
organisations like the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the World Health Organisation 
and Save the Children, helping them to achieve positive change for the world’s 
poorest people. After working as a journalist and as an in house media relations 
director for organisations like Oxfam and ONE, I’ve found it interesting to see the 
world through a private sector lens. On the personal front, I am expecting my first 

baby, a boy, in a few weeks with Jamie, my partner of four years. We now live in 
Herne Hill, South London where we bought a house just over a year ago.

Sally Robertson (née Owen) I have moved from Reading to Swindon after seventeen 
years. This was prompted by my husband Simon’s job move, but seemed like a good 
opportunity for a new adventure since the twins were about to start sixth form and 
our youngest starting secondary school. I’ve been an Anglican priest for three years 
now, so have found a self-supporting post at St John the Evangelist, Haydon Wick 
to finish my curacy with a view to staying on there as an Associate Minister. So 
far (two months) we have found Swindon very friendly, but with rather too many 
roundabouts! I’m still enjoying working at Reading Museum explaining the Victorians 
and the Bayeux Tapestry to school trips, though this may need to stop soon as First 
Great Western eats up too much of the salary!

Lost Alumnae: Elizabeth Bowyer (née Ledger), Fleur Dorrell, Lindsay King, 
Nicola Kirkman (née Parfitt), Marie Lawton, Virginia Linnane (née Harris), 
Masumi Matsushima, Cordelia Molloy, Sara Ominsky, Emma Roberts-Thomas, 
Susan Swift (née Higgs), Maria Waller (née Nadakavukaren), Rosemary Watt-Wyness, 
Carla Willig and Karen Young

1987
Lucy Bryden (née Stewart) I eventually left J&J and started work at Heriot Watt 
University on a European project called ORIGIN. The project is aiming to better match 
renewable energy supply with energy demand in a community setting. The work is 
very interesting.

Jane Dreaper After almost nine years in the job, I am still enjoying life as a BBC  
Health Correspondent. I also enjoy running and the cultural highlights of London, 
when time allows.

Helen Godfrey This year, I won an EON Innovation competition for an idea for a 
new product to be marketed by EON. I got the most number of national votes in the 
competition and won the staff category. As a prize I got £5000 to spend on home 
renovations. Outside my work as a Project Manager at EON, I was Chair of the local 
PTA for my daughter’s school, raising money for lots of different extracurricular 
activities. Next year we are planning a mother and daughter trip to Japan which we 
are very excited about.

Lost Alumnae: Helen Alford, Morag Baird, Polly Barker, Elizabeth Bradbury, 
Josephine Bradley, Kate Cartier (née Pankhurst), Victoria Cloutier (née Gibson), 
Emma Hall, Julia Hawkins, Julie Hincks, Carrie Kim, Shola Kukoyi, Elena Markham 
(née Isaacs), Lucy Molleson, Amanda Nichols, Sue Rosier, Ursula Shaw, 
Sophie Stewart, Emma Visedo-Gonzalez, Nina Wakeford and Rachael Wingfield 



108 109

NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS

1988

Lost Alumnae: Cordelia Beresford, Laura Blackwell, Claire Blanche, 
Shirley Chan Kam Lan, Carol Hadwen, Joanna Kelly (née McIllmurray), 
Rachel Pairman, Samantha Payton (née Hawes) and Alison Sampson

1989
Year Reps: 
Abbe Brown (née Lockhart) - abbe.brown@abdn.ac.uk
Kate Kardooni (née Burnham) - katieblcfc@hotmail.com
Emma Norman - emmanorman@yahoo.com

Kate Beaton (née Jones) I have been living in Cambridge since 2011. I finished 
working at the National TB Reference Lab in early 2013 and am working on finding a 
local occupation. In the meantime, I am learning a lot about gardening. There was a 
fantastic reunion on the river in February 2013 with fellow NHBC alumnae.

Abbe Brown (née Lockhart) I am still in Aberdeen with Robbie (Pembroke 1989), 
Hamish (born 2002), Ross (born 2004) and a growing golden (of course) Labrador.

Appointments:
• Deputy Head of Law School, University of Aberdeen
• Chair, Privacy Advisory Committee NHS NSS Scotland

Publications:
• Brown (ed), Environmental Technologies, Intellectual Property and Climate 

Change: Accessing, Obtaining and Protecting (Edward Elgar, 2013) (Includes a 
contribution from Anna Davies (NH 1989) and was conceived in the NH bar in 
discussions after 2009 alumnae dinner!)

• Waelde, Laurie, Brown, Kheria and Cornwell, Contemporary Intellectual Property: 
Law and Policy (OUP, 2013). 

Anna Davies I am still based in Dublin - twelve years now with twins in second year 
of school and work as busy as ever. I enjoyed visits to Cambridge in October and 
December - still a lovely city. 

Publications:
• Davies, A.R. (2013), Cleantech Clusters: Transformational assemblages for a just 

green economy, or just business as usual?, Global Environmental Change 23, 
1285-1295 

• Davies, A.R. (2013), Food Futures: Co-designing Sustainable Eating Practices for 
2050, EuroChoices. Summer 2013, vol. 12 (2), 4-11 

• Doyle, R. and Davies, A.R. (2013), Future visions for sustainable household 
practices in Ireland: creating and assessing sustainable home heating scenarios, 
Journal of Cleaner Production, 48: 260-271

Emma Norman I have been working for BT for the last eight years and am now 
Transformation Director, living in Cheltenham with my husband, German, and 
daughters, Jacinta (ten) and Clemencia (five). 2014 will mark the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of our matriculation, so Kate, Abbe and I will be in touch early about the 

Alumnae Weekend on 26 - 28 September 2014 - lots of time to get a babysitter (and 
in my case go on a diet!). It should be great fun if lots of us can make it.

Lost Alumnae: Salwa Amad, Traci Blundell (née Babcock), Jayne Callaghan, 
Beatrice Devlin, Laura Edwards, Suhan Gunay, Amanda Hatton, Freya Levy, 
Leyla Linton (née Mustafa), Naomi Little-Smith, Helen MacDonald, Frances Marks, 
Julia McKechnie (née Debenham), Jane McKie, Rachel Minto, Octavia Murray, 
Jennifer Newstead, Elizabeth Paul, Maria Shaw and Rebecca Small

1990
Julie Cohen I live in Reading with my husband Dave and son Nathaniel. My latest 
novel Dear Thing was published in 2013, and I have recently become cartoonist for 
the Sherlock Holmes Journal.

Lynne Guyton Having worked in Financial Services for eighteen years, I took time out 
with my young family to travel around the world. I then took the plunge to move 
to the non-profit sector and I am now the Director of Development Operations for 
the Kew Foundation. The Kew Foundation is the charity which raises money for the 
science, research and preservation of Kew Gardens. It’s my dream job and I’m really 
enjoying it!

Jenny Jenkins (née Woods Ballard) I have spent ten years in marketing for law firms, 
three years in New York and am now in Berkhamsted with my family, self-employed 
and looking for marketing projects in West Hertfordshire.

Liz Larkin (née Edden) I am currently employed working for the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers as a regional official and doing a part-time MA in Gender and 
Theology in my spare time.

Lost Alumnae: Lyn Barlow, Kirsty Bell, Birthe Bolz, Claire Bonham-Carter, 
Corrina Brown, Margaret Bryan, Zoë Carroll, Sarah Cunning (née Johnson), 
Amanda Dudley (née Wren), Sarah Durell, Louise Gould, Tamsin Hemingray 
(née Bishton), Henrietta Kalinda, Kate Lawson, Zoë Lewis, Teresa Ludden, 
Catherine Magid, Sarah McEwan, Caroline Negus, Laura Robson Brown (née Dollin), 
Clare Smith, Maeve Smith, Sarah Tibbatts and Alison Wooder

1991
Anna Basu I have finally finished training in Paediatric Neurology and about to take 
up a £6million NIHR-funded trials training fellowship at Newcastle. I have a wonderful 
supportive husband and two very busy boys.

Sarah Burton In 2012 I completed an MA in Childhood and Youth with the Open 
University and moved from working in early years policy for Children in Scotland, to 
a temporary job in knowledge exchange at the University of Edinburgh’s Centre for 
Research on Families and Relationships.
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Lost Alumnae: Catherine Alexander, Azliza Azmel, Polly Bartlett, Larissa Bibbee, 
Zoë Bredin, Janette Chrimes, Jenny Edwards, Emilie Gomart, Beatriz Gutierrez-Solar 
Bragado (née Gutierrez-Solar), Rachel Harker, Michelle Jardine, Daniela Kletzke, 
Alexia Latham, Katie Lydon (née Alers-Hankey), Jennifer McDonald, Ita O’Keeffe, 
Deborah Owen, Helle Petersen, Sheila Scott, Tannis Seccombe-Hett and Kristin Shelley

1992
Year Rep: Sarah Campos-Bell (née Bell) - scamposbell@hotmail.com

Sam Bunting I have just finished filming series two of Last Chance Salon for TLC - the 
first series aired in thirty-six countries. I have also recently appeared on Channel 4’s 
How Not To Get Old.

Fay Lodge (née Margutti) In February 2013 we welcomed a new addition to our 
family into the world, Reuben, a brother for Nathan (seven) and Josie (five). I am 
enjoying a year of maternity leave, having only just gone back to work after a five-
year career break!

Catherine Picardo (née MacKie) We moved back to London 
after I secured tenancy in Chambers at 9 King’s Bench Walk 
and Jose was promoted to Assistant Principal at Surbiton High 
School. I am looking forward to attending New Hall London 
events.

Lost Alumnae: Rebecca Anderson (née Mann), Anna Bambridge, Charlotte Barry, 
Elizabeth Bassett, Mary Buako, Catriona Campbell, Victoria Coulson, Isabelle Dubois, 
Ruth Eglin, Kate Foday (née Dudley), Lilias Fraser, Charlotte Fynn, Ulrike Gut, 
Louise Hindle (née Bowerman), Julia Meere (née Goodwin), Soraya Mitchell, 
Rosie Phillips, Karen Telford, Katie Webb, Claire Williamson and Rachel Wood

1993
Year Rep: Lucy Meewezen Fraser (née Meewezen) - lucyefraser@hotmail.com

Hayley Cartwright (née 
Broad) Almost twenty years 
since we all met at New Hall, 
here we are enjoying the 
May Bank Holiday weekend 
together! Attending were 
Liz Chaudhuri (née Bilton), 
Hayley Cartwright (née 
Broad), Sarah Watley (née 
Crane), Emma Conway (née 
Stokes), Caroline Bayly (née 

Kinnear), Elizabeth Evans (née Collins) and Helen Ramsay. We didn’t manage to get a 
photo of us all with partners and children, but we tried!

Alexandra Lee I returned to work at Accenture’s Toronto office after a wonderful year 
on maternity leave with my daughter Evelyn Corrigan Lee (Corrie). In September we 
visited London and were able to catch up with a few Cambridge friends, though our 
toddler-driven schedule meant we missed out on seeing a great many others.

Sylvia Phillips (née Howard) I am now ten years qualified specialising in Personal 
Injury Litigation. I take part in the pro-bono inquest representation scheme run by 
the Road Victims Trust, which assists families bereaved by road traffic collisions in 
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire.

Lost Alumnae: Catherine Bell, Johanna Benfield, Mary Berrington, Lucy Burroughs, 
Amanda Davis, Anne Denise, Gillian Drew, Rebecca Hadlow, Stephanie Janin, 
You-Lee Kim, Bethany Kupferschmidt, Sarah Legge, Elizabeth Mulkins, Lana Murphy 
(née Formiga), Josephine Osborne, Carolina Rijsdijk, Jessica Sheringham, 
Manisha Singh (née Bhal), Jane Swann, Claire Taylor, Selina Thielemann, 
Caroline Wijetunge (née Vellacott) and Linda Winnard

1994
Colleen Fuller (née Horan) We spent more than four years in 
China and returned to Cary, North Carolina last year. Paul is still 
working for Caterpillar and I am a full time mum to our twin first 
graders, Aidan and Eddie. We enjoyed our travels in Asia but are 
happy to be settled back in a place that feels like home. 

Hiranya Peiris I have been promoted to Reader this year at the Department of Physics 
and Astronomy, UCL. I was co-recipient last year of the Gruber Cosmology Prize, 
awarded to the WMAP Science Team, PI Charles Bennett. I am also leading the 
European Research Council project CosmicDawn, aimed at understanding the origin of 
structure in the Universe.

Lost Alumnae: Judith Ash, Louise Barnett, Emily Charrington, Lynda Fitzpatrick, 
Zara Fletcher, Lucy Gooda, Ani Kartikasari, Samina Khalil, Sheba Khan, 
Angelika Maser, Olivia McLeod, Helen McQuillan, Alisi Mekotoa, Emma Russell, 
Fiona Sayer, Catherine Swash (née Willan), Helen Wake (née Blatch), Fiona Walshe, 
Sasha Wilkinson, Claire Williams (née Fotheringham) and Claire Wood

1995
Year Rep: Kristin-Anne Rutter - kristin@rutter.com

Debbie Bowen (née Matthews) Our gorgeous daughter Aimee 
Sienna Bowen was born in May 2013. I am now enjoying 
maternity leave and we will be making the most of our time 
together as a family when we travel round New Zealand for 
four months at the beginning of 2014. I am looking forward to 
my annual Christmas afternoon tea with New Hall ladies Claire 
Bassett (née Chambers), Emma Edgell (née Message), Sarah 
Mrkusic (née Browning) and Marie-Anne Martin. 
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Jane Evans I am currently on maternity leave from PwC having given birth to my first 
child, Bridget, at the end of August 2013. I am really enjoying motherhood, but will 
be going back to work next year. My work involves advising the trustees of pension 
schemes in deficit, which doesn’t sound that fascinating but actually is great - I get 
to meet a lot of interesting people, including many inspiring senior women on trustee 
boards. As you can imagine, I have done less oboe playing lately, although I was able 
to play right through pregnancy so Bridget was exposed to some amazing music in 
utero. I expect to get back to playing in early 2014. Julian and I continue to live at 
Kings Cross, with him commuting up to Cambridge (Plant Sciences Department) and 
me down to PwC’s office at London Bridge, which works out very well. There are a 
surprising number of young families in the area.

Maria Golubeva My new book on early modern intellectual history, Models of 
Political Competence, was published in 2013 with Brill’s Studies in Intellectual History.

Claire Graham I am currently in Shanghai, China, where I have been living for the last 
four years. I lecture at an international university college, the Sino-British College, in 
Business Management and Law. I am very happy here with no plans to leave anytime 
soon. No children as yet, but I do have a cat, Lipton, who is a real sweetheart. I spend 
a lot of my free time travelling round Asia, particularly to Thailand and within China, 
or back to Europe to visit family and friends. China is a fascinating country; there is 
such a lot to see and it is changing very rapidly. Look me up if you ever get here.

Judith Hendley My partner Victoria Mayhew (NH 1994) and I had our baby boy, 
Joseph, in December 2012. I’m currently on maternity leave from my role as Head of 
Health and Adult Services at London Councils. I’m really enjoying being on maternity 
leave and spending time with Joseph.

Anne Hudd I have been appointed to sit as a Deputy District Judge. I will be sitting in
courts in the London Region of the South Eastern Circuit, hearing civil and family cases.

Sarah Mrkusic (née Browning) I am still living in Kew, Richmond, with my husband 
Greg (Christ’s 1994) and our two children. Bethan turned one in November, and 
Oliver will be four in January. I didn’t return to Allen & Overy after having Bethan and 
have swapped private practice in the City for in-house law in the West End. I moved 
to New Amsterdam Capital, a boutique investment management firm, in July where I 
am Senior Counsel. I love my new role. I get to do challenging finance work (mainly 
advising on international syndicated and leveraged loans and restructurings) but no 
longer have to juggle crazy long hours in the office with family life.

Lost Alumnae: Paula Abram, Lucy Alston, Rachel Bauer (née Hollingworth), 
Rebecca Breuer, Zeina El-Osman, Elizabeth Laithwaite, Georgina MacArthur, 
Kathleen MacMahon, Marta Marzanska, Davina Richards, Lucy Seffen (née Mutter), 
Rachel Smalley, Catherine Stancer, Charee-May Thaitanunde, Anna Thomas and 
Laura Woodham

1996
Year Rep: Victoria Keevil - victoria.keevil@talk21.com

Harriet Cannon (née Main) In 2013 I completed my Postgraduate Certificate in 
Autism, gaining a distinction. I am currently preparing two papers for publication in 
the field of autism in Higher Education, and have been invited by the Department 
for Education to contribute to guidance on key standards of support for autism in the 
Further Education sector. I continue to work with students on the autism spectrum 
at the University of Leeds, watching my caseload swell by some 5000% in the last 
five years, and acting as a sector consultant on matters relating to autism in Higher 
Education, which keeps me busy at conferences and events nationwide. My husband 
and I are expecting our third child in May, an eagerly-anticipated sibling to Eva (five) 
and Jessie (three). I am hoping to find time to co-author a book on autism support in 
Higher Education whilst on maternity leave.

Victoria Keevil I married John Freegard on 15 September 
2012 in Wells, Somerset. 

Mei-Li Kvello I am working in public health, based in Cambridge.

Jackie Roane (née Tancock) Our second son, Will, was born on 20 December 2012. 
We are very much enjoying looking after our two boys.

Lost Alumnae: Tola Ajao, Parmjot Bains, Michal Brosh, Stephanie Byatt, Valerie Glandier,
Samantha Goddard, Faye Law, Susanne Lehner (née Pohl), Cindy Lo, Helen Mayes, 
Heather McCartney, Yu-Ling Shih, Nikoo Tayebi, Katalin Urban and Katherine Ward

1997
Year Rep: Deborah Stafford 

Abby Allsopp (née Jones) My husband David and I 
are still living in Malvern. I am working part time as a 
Chemistry teacher so I can also spend time with our son 
James, who is four and growing up fast – he started 
school in September. 

Kathryn Griffith (née Edwards) Have started some part-time work with a local charity 
now the children are older (Maisie started school in September 2013 and Felix starts 
the following year). I’m enjoying using my brain again and meeting some of the 
challenges involved in developing and growing a charity. Have a look at our website 
to learn more about what we do - www.sebastiansactiontrust.org.
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Shazanna Karim (née Safdar) Having spent six years heading up FTSE’s legal team 
globally, I needed a new challenge. I am now head of legal at Iris Software.

Lost Alumnae: Amelia Aptaker, Madeleine Bennett, Valerie Blanchard, Sarah Brighton, 
Penelope Carr (née Thompson), Elizabeth Emerson, Shamma Iqbal, Fatheha Miah, 
Jane Mulkerrins, Alexandra Napier, Elke Pankatz, Michelle Pearce, Irena Sabic, 
Britt Sevitt (née Fenner), Louise Sweet and Andra Swiffen-Cziczovszki (née Cziczovszki)

1998
Susie Summers I married Berent Korfker on 16 October 2013 in London and was 
thrilled that six much loved New Hall alumnae friends were present. Berent and I are 
both musicians and we are expecting our first baby in spring 2014.

Victoria Taylor I thoroughly enjoy my work as a busy environmental solicitor.

Lost Alumnae: Tania Demetriou, Ashley McDonald, Anna Nicolaou, Kasy Pearson, 
Birke-Siri Scherf, Kirsty smith, Kerry Stares and Sakiko Tokunaga-Stickley (née Tokunaga)

1999
Year Rep: Ramla Ali - ramla_ali@hotmail.com

Mary Chester-Kadwell I got married on 18 May 
2013 to my wonderful husband Tim Jobling, 
who is an engineer. We live together in Ely, 
Cambridgeshire. 2013 has been a very busy year 
since, as well as getting married, I have two jobs: 
one as a community archaeologist and researcher 
for the McDonald Institute of Archaeological 
Research, University of Cambridge, and one 
for the Portable Antiquities Scheme helping to 
identify finds made by members of the public. 
I also freelance helping museums redesign 
their displays, copy edit theses and academic 
books, teach undergraduates in the Division of 
Archaeology and the Institute for Continuing 
Education, and help improve the academic writing 
of students from undergraduate to PhD. I just 
took part in Museomix UK 2013, which is a three-
day museum hacking event where seven teams 
remixed three museums in Ironbridge, Shropshire. 

Using a combination of content expertise, making, hacking and designing, we built 
prototypes for new ideas to refresh the museums’ existing exhibits and create new 
ones from scratch. My team used Leap Motion to bring a model of the Coalbrookdale 
valley to life, controlled by the visitors’ magic fingers! It was an exciting and creative 
experience and the most fun I’ve had in years. If anyone wants to keep in touch 
tweet me, @omegasquirrel, email me, mec31@cam.ac.uk, or catch me at Formal Hall 
sometime – I am a Visiting Scholar at College this year. 

Publications:
• A contribution on landscape context in the long-awaited and important volume 

about an Anglo-Saxon cremation cemetery - Spong Hill IX: Chronology and 
Synthesis, ed. by Catherine Hills and Sam Lucy

• A contribution about the Anglo-Saxon objects in Ely Museum (plus maps) in the 
book Ely: The Hidden History, by David Barrowclough and Kate Morrison.

Lost Alumnae: Suzy Antoniw, Elissa Bailey, Nicola Clarke, Anna Clinton, 
Charlene Deleon-Jones, Hilary Ford, Catherine Lith, Joanne Mason, Claire Peppiatt, 
Alice Sims, Carrie Thomas and Hanna Wheeler

2000
Year Rep: Anna Elliott - annaeelliott@hotmail.com

Katy Boardman (née Ogden) In late 2012 we 
were thrilled to welcomed baby Felix into our 
family. He is about to have his first birthday and 
Oscar has just turned four. I spend most of my 
time at the moment being a mum, but I’m still 
teaching secondary Geography part time and we 
are enjoying commuting on our bicycle made for 
three! I’m also enjoying making, and occasionally 
selling, cloth nappies and accessories. 

Rachel King I moved back to the UK in June 2013 to take up an appointment in the 
new Department of Art and Design at the National Museum of Scotland. I’m still 
researching and publishing on the German decorative arts.

Anna McKeon I have been living in Cambodia 
for over two years now and am currently based 
in Phnom Penh working as a communications 
consultant for a range of NGOs and social 
enterprises. I have become quite addicted to 
cycling (Cambodia is very flat) and still do a bit of 
singing out here too. Would be delighted to meet 
up with any New Hall/Murray Edwards alumnae 
or students in the region, or provide travel tips 
and connections for those passing through. 

Emily Scott (née Bradshaw) In January 2013, 
Ewan Scott (Churchill 2000) and I were excited 
to welcome our son, Oscar Boyd Scott, to the 
world. It’s been quite a year spent on maternity 
leave taking care of Oscar, getting stuck in to all 
the mum and baby activities north London has to 
offer and eating lots of cake! 
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Lost Alumnae: Julia Cartwright, Angela Chew, Aude D’Abreba, Keltie Dall, 
Jade Finnegan, Elly Hobson (née Miller), Emily Howes, Beth Longcroft, Sarah Mather, 
Joanne Michou, Julia Parker, Melissa Parker and Lucy Pogson

2001
Year Rep: Georgette Phillips - georgette@cantab.net

Lyndsey Hall-Patch I am working in Clinical Neuropsychology in Bradford, with a 
specialist role in epilepsy and non-epileptic seizures.

Hannah Joels (née Watson) I am now living just south of Nottingham in a tiny village 
called Bunny with my husband, dog and cat. I have recently been appointed as Lower 
Key Stage Two phase leader and Year Four teacher at Nottingham Girls’ High School - 
a job which I absolutely love. Despite hectic term times, we’re finding time to travel in 
the school holidays and have visited India, Israel and Helsinki in the last year.

Rebecca Spencer (née Handbury) I got married in 2012 in Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 
Katherine Gardiner (NH 2001) was an amazing bridesmaid.

Lost Alumnae: Ge Guo, Sijitra Krishnanandan, Amy Leather, Maha Shuayb and 
Francesca Straccia

2002
Year Rep: Eleanor Bell (née Parrott) - eleanor.bell@hotmail.com

Ruth Ahnert (née Roberts) My first book was published in August 2013 - The Rise of 
Prison Literature in the Sixteenth Century (Cambridge University Press, 2013).

Kathryn Bishop (née Wright) Our second daughter, Rebekah Louise Bishop, was born 
on 25 March 2013.

Vanessa Nash (née Bull) I married Henry Nash (Magdalene 2001) in September  
2012, with the able assistance of New Hall bridesmaids Helen Gilfillan (2002) and 
Leika Hamilton (née Gooneratne, 2003). Still living in Cambridge and completing my 
GP training.

Katy Roberts (née Thomson) My husband Graham 
Roberts (St John’s 2000) and I had a baby girl, 
Ellen Cecilia, on 31 January 2013. Ellen is keeping 
us busy and we all enjoyed a trip to Japan over 
the autumn. In the picture, Ellen is enjoying the 
hospitality of a traditional Japanese ryokan.

Lost Alumnae: Jennifer Lam, Diane Morrison, Bagyasree Nambron, Sing Ngai and 
Sana Van Dal

2003
Year Rep: Rachel Nichols - r.e.nichols.03@cantab.net

Gillian Conquest I gained a distinction in the MSc 
in Anthropology, Environment and Development 
at UCL this year, for which I conducted six weeks 
of field research in the Republic of the Congo with 
UCL’s Extreme Citizen Science (ExCiteS) research 
group. This is a multi-disciplinary group which aims to 
develop digital tools and participatory methods that 
can enable people with little or no technical, scientific 
or textual literacy (such as forest hunter-gatherers) to 
identify and respond to environmental challenges. In 

September I started a PhD at UCL with the same group, and my research will focus 
on the factors involved in local participation and engagement with a range of ExCiteS 
projects across the globe. Image courtesy of Dr Jerome Lewis. 

Lost Alumnae: Kathryn Douglas (née Turner), Dikey Drokar (née Jizhuoga), 
Helen Flatley, Charlotte Forbes, Jiehong Huang, Xiao Ma and Jing Rao

2004
Laura Christian (née May) Dan and I are enjoying living in the North East and are 
expecting our first baby in February 2014. I will be taking some time out of Core 
Medical Training for maternity leave and we are both excited about this new phase 
of life! Dan is halfway through his curacy at St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Church in 
Chester-le-Street and trying to finish his DPhil before the baby arrives.

Elizabeth Patel (née Mynors) I gave birth to our first child, a beautiful daughter who 
we have called Olivia, in September 2012.

Lindsay Todman In 2013 I completed my PhD at Imperial College London and 
received a Fellowship to continue the research, which is focused on an irrigation 
system that desalinates water as it’s applied to the soil. I only wish that I could have 
shared this news with Dr Acton, who encouraged me to continue in research.

Lost Alumnae: Yilu Chen, Yi Lai, Sarah Large and Colette Lawson

2005
Lost Alumnae: Li Qin
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2006
Year Rep: Natalie Read - natalie.read@cantab.net

Sylvie Snowdon On 11 February 2013 our daughter, Miriam Barrett, was born in the 
Rosie Birth Centre, Cambridge. I am hoping to be a full-time mum for at least the next 
six months, but I’ve already started playing some music again. I think Miriam enjoys it.

Lost Alumnae:  Jordan Myers

2007
Year Rep: Emma Riordan - emma.riordan@gmail.com

Alice Draper Last April, I was part of an all 
women team who rowed across the English 
Channel. We were raising money for our boat 
club, Milton Keynes Rowing Club, as well as 
local sports charity MK Dons SET. After several 
months of training and a delayed start date 
due to bad weather, we eventually set off in 
perfect calm conditions. Five hours and fourteen 
minutes later we reached the French coast, 
setting a new record for the fastest crossing by 

a female crew. We raised almost £12,000 which was split evenly between the two 
causes. After learning to row with NHBC and continuing for my whole time at New 
Hall, it was really exciting to be able to put it to good use in doing something so 
challenging and rewarding. 

Emma Riordan I completed an MA in Web Journalism in May and found out in 
November that I achieved a Pass with Merit. Within a few weeks of completing the 
course I found a job running the social media, blog and promotional channels for a 
Microsoft Games Studio, which is currently working on an Xbox One title. I hadn’t 
seen myself in the games industry but now I’m here I’m really enjoying it! On a 
personal note, my boyfriend and I bought our first house in July and got the keys 
in September. We’re still in Derby but have moved further from the city centre to 
an area full of families and green spaces. We’re currently living amongst boxes but 
feeling very lucky to have our own home.

Catherine Roach (née Flavelle) I was married to Dr Levi Roach (Trinity 2003, Title A 
Fellow St John’s 2011-12 and currently Lecturer in Medieval History at University of 
Exeter) on 3 August 2013. The wedding service was at St John’s Chapel, followed by 
a wedding breakfast at New Hall and honeymoon in Provence.

Lost Alumnae: Rachel Kolesnikov-Lindsey

2008
Corina Logan My first year as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of California 
Santa Barbara has been an eventful one. I finished publishing my PhD research 
and also published a summer postdoc project I worked on last year at Cambridge. 
I conducted two field seasons, one on cowbirds in Santa Barbara and one on New 
Caledonian crows in New Caledonia (a couple of islands in the middle of the south 
Pacific Ocean). Four undergraduate students have been assisting me with this work 
and I have been giving guest lectures and talks at the university and to the public. 
I hosted and spoke at a symposium at the International Ethological Congress in 
Newcastle, I was featured in Science, and I video blogged for National Geographic. It’s 
been a good year!

Lost Alumnae: Romelia Calin, Polina Demina, Sherin Sameh and Emma Whittall

2010
Jess Quiney After graduating from Murray 
Edwards this year, in July I travelled to Sierra 
Leone with a charity called Planting Promise, 
whose aim is to provide people in Sierra Leone 
with the skills to build a prosperous future. 
They build ethical farming and food-processing 
enterprises by providing equipment, training and 
support to the workers. The sales teams then sell 
the products at local markets and all the profits 
are poured into our expanding, free education 
programmes. Their model, with social enterprise 

at its core, also funds an adult education programme which educates women in the 
community. As well as teaching basic English and Maths, they are taught tailoring, 
tie-dye and business skills. This provides them with the potential to start their own 
enterprises; it’s all about helping people to help themselves. I was inspired by the 
people I met and the impact Planting Promise has in Freetown. If you would like to 
learn more about the work of the charity visit www.plantingpromise.com, or email me 
at jess@plantingpromise.org.uk. 

2011
Barbora Wouters I am now in my second year 
of a dual PhD in Archaeology between the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussels and the University of 
Aberdeen, funded by a PhD Fellowship of the 
Research Foundation Flanders (FWO). I spent the 
autumn term doing micromorphology in Aberdeen, 
and will be there the following two autumn terms 
as well in case anyone would like to come for a 
little visit up north! The rest of the year, Dries and 
I live in Gent with our dog Kofi, who we adopted 
from a Spanish shelter last year. Since leaving 
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Murray Edwards I have taken up ballet again and am now training for RAD vocational 
level exams in my spare time, as well as playing the Celtic harp again more intensively. 
I spent part of the summer in southern Italy doing fieldwork, and undertook a research 
road trip to collect samples in Stockholm and Schleswig. I am also happy to share my 
first publication in an international journal: 

• Devos, Y., Wouters, B., Vrydaghs, L., Tys, D., Bellens, T. & Schryvers, A. 2013, A 
soil micromorphological study on the origins of the early medieval trading centre 
of Antwerp (Belgium), Quaternary International 315, 167-183. 

Regional Reps
Regional Reps are a point of  contact for other alumnae living in, or visiting, 
their area. If  you are interested in becoming a Regional Rep, please contact 
the Development Officer: alumnae@murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk

UK & Ireland

Ireland & Northern Ireland
Beth Aiken (née Bowers, 2001) - aiken.ce@gmail.com

Bristol
Jenny Bradley (1974) - jennifer.bradley@hotmail.com

London
Tracey Campbell (1980) - teamcrampton@yahoo.co.uk

Manchester
Sally Cooper (née Nuttall, 1973) - sc@sallycooper.com

Scotland
Abbe Brown (née Lockhart, 1989) - abbe.brown@abdn.ac.uk

Worldwide

South Australia
Julia Miller (née Haisley, 1980) - julia.miller@adelaide.edu.au

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Teca Galvao (1996) - tecagalvao1@gmail.com

Canada (East)
Patricia Snell (2009) - patricia.h.snell@gmail.com
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France
Lucy Manchester-Taylor (née Manchester, 2001) - lucym@cantab.net

New Delhi, India
Pia Gupta (1994) - pialaw@hotmail.com

Malaysia
Sharon Saw (1986) - sharon@oxbridgemalaysia.com

Cape Town, South Africa
Fiona Burtt (1984) - fionasouthafrica@hotmail.com

Colombo, Sri Lanka
Shanthi Wilson Wijeratnam (1976) - shanthi@iti.lk

Taiwan
Ami Yang (2001) - ami.yang@gmail.com

Boston, USA
Maija Pratt Rojas (née Pratt, 1993) - maija_pratt@hotmail.com
Helen Yost (née Moran, 1993) - helen_e_moran@hotmail.com

Colorado, USA
Andrea Catalano (1998) - andrea_cat76@hotmail.com

Missouri and Illinois, USA
Stacie Strong (1998) - s_i_strong@hotmail.com

Washington DC, USA
Sarah Jackson-Han (née Jackson, 1988) - smjhan2@gmail.com

Obituaries
Elizabeth ‘Lan’ Douglas (née Gunn, 1960)
Elizabeth read Geography at New Hall from 1960 – 1963 and went on to 
complete her PhD at the University of Texas. She died in March 2013. Her 
contemporary at New Hall, Jenny Graham, writes:

“Lan was my closest friend at New Hall, where we were from 1960-1963. I first 
remember her in a group, as a vivacious and interesting person, talking about a 
trip to America. She was always a great traveller. We had an adventurous holiday 
in Greece, when two of Lan’s friends, Peter Baird and Peter Ward, took us to 
northern Greece and then left us to our own devices in the Peloponnese. We 
visited Crete and Rhodes, hitchhiked into Athens, and camped out at Delphi. In 
our third year, we were given attic rooms at the top of the Knott, then owned 
by Tim Munby, the marvellously erudite Librarian of King’s, and his wonderfully 
hospitable wife Sheila. We were there for the winter of 1963 and I shall always 
remember Lan arriving after dark, in the snow, and telling us the news of the 
death of Hugh Gaitskell; she was at this time a staunch supporter of the Labour 
party. The Munbys’ dinner parties were such fun, with Tim regaling us with his 
incredibly funny stories, and they often invited Lan and me along. Tim instilled a 
lasting love of antique furniture in us both, and took us on a trip into Norfolk. Lan 
had a great fondness for old china. 

“When I got married I moved to Manchester, where Lan visited on several 
occasions, and I visited her digs in Stockwell before she left for Poland for her 
research. There she met and married Alan Ross and moved to America. She kept 
in touch, but it was after her divorce and her second, wonderfully happy marriage 
to Jim Douglas that she made me the godmother of her excellent and talented 
daughter, Eleanore. She then started working at the South Western Medical 
Research Institute in San Antonio, while Jim was an astronomer at the University 
of Austin. 

“For a time after Lan’s retirement, which she greatly looked forward to, they tried 
to set up a school in China, where Lan spent her early years - her parents were 
medical missionaries for the Baptist Church. After Jim’s untimely death, which 
several of Lan’s friends think she never really recovered from, this project was 
abandoned. On her parents’ death, she bought out her sister’s share of their flat, 
just three minutes’ walk from Kew Gardens. Lan had a great love of plants and 
gardening, and was very devoted to her little garden in Austin. It was after Jim’s 
death, I think, that she increasingly divided her time between the house in Austin 
and the flat in Kew. She enrolled in a demanding course on spoken Chinese at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies, and always had some homework to do 
when she visited. 

“By now I was living in Cambridge and Lan used to come to stay three or four 
times a year, and took a great interest in the planting of my garden. She was a 
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devoted cook and always made a delicious curry or stew for one of the nights 
that she stayed. She was an admirable guest, trained, so she told me, by her 
warm-hearted and hospitable guardians in Lincolnshire, with whom she and her 
sister Hui stayed during the school holidays when their father was working for 
the BBC World Service in Malaya. They had many happy times with their Clow 
cousins in the rambling house at Castor and holidays in Scotland. Lan had a 
great love of Scotland, and it was to Scotland, after a wonderfully well-attended 
memorial service in her favourite church on Kew Green, that her ashes were taken 
to be scattered on the mountain top of Schiehallion. 

“Lan had many friends, from her school and university days, and she kept 
them in good repair. She especially kept in touch with Peter Baird and they 
used to go to an Exhibition of some sort in London once a week. She did enjoy 
coming to Cambridge, and we both enjoyed going to concerts and visiting 
the Cambridgeshire churches, something she had been introduced to by Miss 
Mitchell, her Tutor in her undergraduate days. Lan was a tremendous reader, 
always a book in hand, and she had a great love of poetry, especially Gerald 
Manley Hopkins. She was also a devoted grandmother. Lan, as Peter writes, was 
a cultivated, talented and, I would add, brave person, and her early death, after a 
tragic accident, has left her many friends sadly bereft. In her youth a Quaker, and 
in later years an Anglican, she had great strength of religious belief, which I think 
never wavered.”

Diana Li (née Chester, 1970)
Diana read Geography at New Hall from 1970 – 1973. She met Arthur Li when 
he was a medical intern at Cambridge, and they married and had two sons. She 
died in Hong Kong on 13 September 2013, at the age of 68, after a long struggle 
with cancer. 

Lesley Mildon (née Richardson, 1976)
Lesley read Modern and Medieval Languages at New Hall from 1976 – 1979 and 
went on to become a teacher. She died on 22 January 2013 and is sadly missed 
by her husband, David, her children, Anne and Peter, and friends from her days 
at New Hall.

Louise Neville (1973)
Louise read Medical Sciences at New Hall from 1973 – 1976, and went on to 
complete her clinical studies at University College Hospital, London. She died on 
22 March 2013 and the following obituary, written by colleagues Shelley Heard 
and Jim Stephenson, originally appeared in the British Medical Journal:

Louise Olwen Neville undertook specialist training in Medical Microbiology at 
the Royal Free Hospital, achieving her Fellowship from the Royal College of 
Pathologists in 1993. Louise was that rare breed of microbiologist who achieved 

both the MRCP and FRCPath. Her advice was highly valued by clinicians at the 
Homerton Hospital (1993-2001), Kingston Hospital (2001–2004) and latterly 
at Epsom and St Helier Hospitals, especially with respect to the management 
of hospital acquired infections. A Cambridge Blue in rowing, Louise will be 
remembered by her many friends for her great enthusiasm for life, her eclectic 
interests in the arts, running and rowing and her enormous bravery in the face of 
her terminal illness. She leaves her mother, son and daughter.

Doris Orr (née Meyer, 1961)
Doris read Modern and Medieval Languages, specialising in French and German, 
at New Hall from 1961 – 1965. She died peacefully after a short illness, on Friday 
8 November 2013, aged 90 years.

Rosemary Smith (1959)
Rosemary read Modern and Medieval Languages, specialising in French and 
German, at New Hall from 1959 – 1962 and went on to become a teacher. She 
died on 2 October 2013, aged 72 years. 

Christina Stringer (née Bone, 1956)
Christina read Geography at New Hall from 1956 – 1959. Her contemporaries at 
New Hall, Jan Pahl, Liz Lewis and Meriel Oliver, write:

Christina Stringer, who died in 2013 at the age of 76, was a remarkable and 
talented person, who enriched the lives of those around her in many ways. She 
was creative, idealistic, funny and filled with a great enthusiasm for life. 

Christina was the youngest child of two professional artists, Stephen Bone and 
Mary Adshead. She grew up in Hampstead and attended King Alfred’s School. 
During her childhood she was known as ‘Tina’ and that was what we called her 
when we all met at New Hall in 1956.

At Cambridge she read Geography, but this was only one of her many activities. 
She was among the most elegant punters on the Cam; she was inventive in 
organising amusements for her friends; and her cartwheels across the Kings 
College lawns are still remembered with admiration, not least for the whirling 
rainbow of multi-coloured petticoats that accompanied her progress. In later life 
she took the lead in organising get-togethers for our year, so that being part of 
the class of 1956 has become a life-long pleasure.

After university she trained as a town planner and worked in a number of local 
authorities, including Harringey, Southampton, Newham, Hammersmith and 
Westminster. Always focussed on issues she considered important, Christina was 
responsible for the imaginative design of many children’s playgrounds. She also 
made a substantial contribution to implementing the new legislation on disabled 
access in the City of Westminster. Christina kept up her campaigning for disabled 
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people in retirement, when she also worked hard for justice in world trade, 
helping to push both Ealing Borough and the Diocese of London to become Fair 
Trade organisations, and leading assemblies on the topic in local schools.

Christina married Harold, soon to be an Anglican ordinand, in 1961 and began 
what was to be a long and happy marriage by arriving at the church in a vintage 
Rolls Royce and leaving in a modern one. As a vicar’s wife she found herself 
moving from one parish to another and the family spent time in Hackney, 
Roehampton, Southampton and Notting Hill. In all these she managed to be 
very involved in parish life, with her own strong faith, and remained refreshingly 
different from the stereotype of the ‘vicar’s wife’.

She took great pride in her children, Tabitha and Barnaby, and in her later years 
gained enormous pleasure from her grandchildren, passing on to them some of 
her own skills in art and craft work. She was a skilled needlewoman and a visit 
might find her sewing a skirt for a granddaughter or creating a stylish garment 
out of a most unpromising one that she had found in an Oxfam shop.

Christina was immensely brave over the last few months of her life, facing the 
cruel progress of motor neurone disease with great courage and grace. It seemed 
particularly poignant that this terrible disease should strike someone who firmly 
believed that the bicycle was the most important invention in recent times and 
who was rarely separated from hers, and especially hard that such a warmly 
sociable person should lose the power of speech, as well as movement. She was 
cared for devotedly at home by her family to the end, still just able to watch the 
birds, about which she knew a great deal, outside her window.

Shayla Walmsley (1988)
Shayla read Social and Political Sciences at New Hall from 1988 – 1991 and went 
on to become a journalist. She died in May 2013. 

Gillian Yendell (née Rudwick, 1969)
Gillian read Social and Political Sciences at New Hall from 1969 – 1973. She died 
peacefully on 5 July 2013. 

Following the success of the previous 
two years, the third annual International 
New Hall Society Day was held on Friday 
8 March 2013. The aim of the event 
was to encourage as many alumnae 
as possible to meet up wherever they 
could around the world to celebrate the 
College and its community. 

The flagship event was a Formal Hall in 
College and over one hundred alumnae 
and their guests joined us for dinner. 
The evening was a great success and a 
wonderful opportunity for alumnae to 
get together in College, meet up with old 
friends, and make new ones. A number 
of our students joined us for dinner, and 
they also held an internationally-themed 
tea party earlier in the day and set up 
a giant map on which they could mark 
their home town or country.

Elsewhere in the UK, there was a drinks 
reception in London on Monday 4 
March, organised by our 1980 Year Rep 
Tracey Campbell, which was a great 
success. The Boat Club hosted a dinner 
in London on the evening of 8 March; 
Olivia Loewendahl (née Maude, 1970) 
hosted a gathering of fourteen alumnae 
at her home in Cornwall; Beth Aiken (née 
Bowers, 2001) arranged an afternoon tea 
Belfast, and Abbe Brown (née Lockhart, 
1989) organised a dinner in Aberdeen. 

International New Hall Society Day
Friday 8 March 2013

Events in 2013

Further afield, Lucy Manchester-Taylor 
(née Manchester, 2001) arranged a 
dinner in Paris; a few alumnae met for 
dinner in Amsterdam; Wendy Horne 
(1988) organised a dinner in Nyon, 
Switzerland, and Alice Hertzog (2007) did 
the same in Zurich, and Anthea Strickland 
(née Granville-Lewis, 1960) hosted 
a rooftop barbecue at her apartment 
in Hong Kong. Events had also been 
planned in Boston and Denver, but had 
to be postponed due to snowstorms! 

The 2014 International Day, which 
takes place on Friday 7 March 2014, 
will mark the start of the College’s 60th 
anniversary celebrations, so promises to 
be even bigger and better than ever! 

Cornwall lunch

Aberdeen dinner

Hong Kong dinner
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New Hall Society Family Day
Sunday 7 July 2013
Claudia Bray (née Freeman, 1993)

Aren’t we all children at heart? Who 
doesn’t enjoy getting their hands messy 
and having a go? Family Day this year 
was no exception.

The day began with an art workshop in 
French with Agnès Dargent of The Petits 
Painters. Children were encouraged 
to incorporate cut outs of Parisian 
landmarks into their pastel crayon 
drawings, inspired by Robert Delaunay’s 
work. A few key French words were 
learnt on the way, including the colours.

Fun science was on offer afterwards and 
the popular slime production factory was 
well underway by the time we arrived. 
Chromatography experiments were on 
hand too. The main focus and busiest 
area was the rocket table. Each child 
created a paper rocket, which they then 
launched with assistance from Jonathan 
Adams, an enthusiastic and inspiring 
Science Teacher. The perfect launch pad 
was the grounds near the tennis courts. 

Weather conditions were ideal, no wind 
and plenty of blue sky and sunshine. 

Tennis was available for all and we had 
a go too. It was the first time for both 
my boys and thoroughly enjoyable, even 
if they didn’t quite get the concept of 
hitting a ball over a net. Some tennis 
fans made their way to the bar to watch 
tennis played properly – it was after all 
the big Wimbledon Final.

The picnic lunch took place in the 
Fellows’ Garden, which is truly beautiful. 
It is a gorgeous venue for a summer 
picnic. Families and friends enjoyed 
catching up. The children enjoyed 
running around the garden, hiding in the 
bushes and inspecting the pond. A lesser-
known secret is that there is a steep slope 
on one side, which seemed to be made 
for roly-poly. Perhaps it was not the best 
activity after lunch but it certainly was a 
popular one. 

William Bearcroft’s exceptional magic 
show took place soon afterwards and it 
was so pleasant to have a moment to 
sit back. His show is always such fun, 
perfectly directed to young children and 
yet also with plenty of humour for the 
adults. We were all left equally baffled at 
the end! 

A language taster in Brazilian Portuguese 
followed. What with the Football World 
Cup and the Olympics both going to 
Brazil in the near future, this was a 
chance to learn more about the country 
and language. The session was delivered 
by a native speaker, Teresa Pollard, who 
got us all trying out some new sounds. 
Having taught our children not to say 
“Oi”, we discovered this was a standard 
greeting for Brazilians. 

The New Hall Art Collection treasure 
hunt was another popular afternoon 
activity, which got children and adults 
alike to look closer at the art work around 

them. We were certainly reminded of the 
diverse range and styles of the paintings 
and sculptures which are on display 
around the College. 

Afternoon Tea was held in the Fellows’ 
Drawing Room and Gardens. Children 
were equipped with bubble blowers 
and enjoyed chasing and popping 
each other’s bubbles. Adults sat in the 
sunshine and enjoyed a well-deserved 
cup of tea. 

This was another successful Family Day 
and a big thank you goes to Rosie Ince 
and the Development Office for making 
the day happen and for the smooth 
running on the day. 

It is lovely to connect with the College 
and enjoy its beautiful surroundings. The 
setting is perfect for catching up with 
friends and for making new ones too. For 
the children, it is great to have a range 
of activities for them to have a go at 
together with their families and friends! 
If you have any suggestions or ideas for 
future Family Days, please let Claudia 
Bray know, via the Development Office 
(alumnae@murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk). 
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Susan Carter (1968) 

The Year of ‘68 maintained its tradition 
of getting together in glorious sunshine, 
this time in Bristol in July 2013. Twenty-
one alumnae, ten partners and seven 
friends explored the city from the top 
of the University’s Wills Memorial 
Building, to the outer reaches of the 
harbour (on a replica of John Cabot’s 
Matthew). Eighty decorated Grommits 
had just been installed to greet us. Bristol 
residents Sarah and Dennis Gornall, 
Debbie Johnson and I acted as guides. 
We viewed the Clifton Suspension 
Bridge by day and by night and crossed 
the Avon Gorge to find Bristol’s unique 
whitebeams. As ever, we enjoyed each 
other’s company enormously, lingering 
over long convivial meals by the harbour, 
the Gorge, a Victorian lido and in my 
garden. We are just starting to plan our 
next expedition. If anyone in the year 
would like to be added to our electronic 
circulation list, please contact me at 
susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk. 

1968 Reunion
July 2013

Over the weekend of 27 - 29 
September 2013, over 100 alumnae 
and friends gathered in College for 
Alumnae Weekend. 

Events began on the Friday afternoon 
with a fascinating talk from Dr Peter 
Forster, Fellow in Population Genetics, 
about tracing ancestry using DNA. 
This was extremely well-attended and 
attracted a number of alumni from other 
colleges up the hill to Murray Edwards. 
Guests even had the opportunity to order 
their own DNA test!

On Saturday, many alumnae took 
advantage of the University’s Alumni 
Festival programme, which this year 
included a lecture from Murray Edwards’ 
new President, Dame Barbara Stocking, 
entitled ‘Dilemmas in Doing Good’. A 
summary of this is available to read in the 
Features section of the Review. Afternoon 
tea was served in the Library and even 
Jake, the College cat, decided to join in! 

The New Hall Society AGM took place 
in the Fellows’ Drawing Room and 
was a wonderful opportunity to meet 

Alumnae Weekend
Friday 27 – Sunday 29 September 2013

the new President, along with the new 
Bursar, Senior Tutor and Director of 
Development. This was followed by an 
excellent dinner in the Dome, with a 
particularly good turnout from the 1973 
and 1993 year groups. 

Sunday morning was bright and sunny 
and guests enjoyed a wonderful tour 
of the College gardens, which included 
a visit to the President’s Lodge, led by 
Head Gardener Jo Cobb, followed by 
a fascinating tour of the New Hall Art 
Collection with Sarah Greaves, the College 
Administrator. As always, thanks go to 
Sarah and Jo for making these such a 
success. Thanks also go to the New Hall 
Society Committee for their contribution 
to the success of the weekend.

The 2014 Alumnae Weekend (26 – 
28 September 2014) will mark the 
culmination of the College’s 60th 
anniversary celebrations and all alumnae 
are invited to attend a special dinner 
and dance in College on Saturday 27 
September 2014. Please do mark the 
date in your diary! 
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The New Hall Society Review and Murray Edwards 
College Report are published once a year for the alumnae, 
students, staff, Fellows, parents and friends of the College. 
Suggestions and contributions from readers are welcomed. 
The College would like to thank all those who have assisted 
in the production of this publication. 
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