
 

 

Psychology and Behavioural Sciences Tripos 

Summer Reading List 

 

 

In the autumn entering PBS students will have a wide selection of papers to choose 

from for their first year of undergraduate study. They will take two core Psychology 

papers (Introduction; Theory and methods) and then can choose a further two papers 

from a broad range of subjects. This is so that from the very beginning students have 

the opportunity, in consultation with their Director of Studies, either to build a 

discipline-specific or an interdisciplinary course of studies. You can find general 

descriptions of these papers on the PBS departmental website, but if you have questions 

about any of them, please do not hesitate to contact Dr Emma Cahill 

(enc22@cam.ac.uk) as Director of Studies for Murray Edwards College.  

 

We are providing, below, brief descriptions of each papers as well as a reading list that 

provides you with a few introductory readings for all of those possibilities, listed in 

alphabetical order. Please take this opportunity not only to read up on the subjects you 

already know you are interested in, but also to do a bit of exploratory reading across 

the options so that you have somewhat of an idea about what they might include. When 

we meet up at the beginning of term, we will then have a good basis to talk about the 

options you have indicated before coming up.  

 

No matter what your A levels or IB subjects, this first year will present you with quite 

a lot of new sorts of information.  Thus it is quite useful to begin doing some of the 

background reading during the summer before you come up. Don’t feel you have to 

take lots of notes, but do try to get a feel for the different ways these disciplines 

approach their material. Once term begins and the pressure of writing essays starts in 

earnest, students often complain that they don’t have time to read works properly. So 

make a judicious selection from the list below and take pleasure in the opportunity to 

read around.  

 

There are additional descriptions of the papers on the following website:  

http://www.pbs.tripos.cam.ac.uk/current/partIpapers 

 

CORE PAPERS 

PBS 1: Introduction to Psychology – this broad paper introduces both developmental 

and social psychology by looking at people, their interactions and their relationships 

as individuals and as members of groups.  

 

Burchell, B, Fraser C, Hay, D & Duveen, G 

    Introducing Social Psychology (Cambridge: Polity, 2001) 

Durkin, K    Developmental Social Psychology (Blackwell, 1995) 

Hewstone, M & Stroebe, W Introduction to Social Psychology (Blackwell, 2001) 

Schaffer, HR   Making decisions about children (Blackwell, 1990) 

 

 

PBS 2: Psychological Enquiry and Methods – this broad paper covers the 

foundations of psychological study, focusing on the mathematical and biological 

knowledge and skills required to engage with the research literature.  

 

Goodwin, C. 



 

 

     Research in Psychology: Methods & Design (6th Ed.). 

    New York:Wiley (2010).  

Bear, Connors, Paradiso 

    Neuroscience: Exploring the Brain (Third Ed). Lippincott 

    Williams & Wilkins (2007).  

Purves, Augustine, Fitzpatrick, Hall, Samuel-LaMantia, White 

    Neuroscience (FifthEd). Sinauer (2012). 

Aitken M et al.   Mathematics for Biological Scientists. Garland Science 

    (2010).  

Howitt D & Cramer D  Introduction to Statistics in Psychology (4th Ed). London. 

    Pearson Education (2008).  

 

OPTIONAL PAPERS 

 

ARC 1:  The development of human society – this provides an introduction to the 

field of archaeology – both theory and methods of archaeological analysis - and covers 

the entire span of human history for which we have archaeological evidence.  

 

Darville, T    Prehistoric Britain (Batsford Press, 1987) 

Renfrew, A C & Bahn, P  Archaeology: Theories, Methods & Practice (Thames & 

Hudson, 1991; 3rd edition, 2000) 

Scarre, C, ed.  The Human Past (Thames and Hudson, 2005) 

 

BAN 1: Humans in biological perspective – this broad course asks what it means to 

be human across time and place – recognising that we are, after all, just one of quite a 

large group of primate species. Themes include primate biology, ecology and 

behaviour; human evolution; the role of genetics in this; geographic variation.  

 

 

Lewin, R Bones of Contention: controversies in the search for 

human origins (Penguin 1987) 

Ridley, M.  Nature v nurture: genes, experience and what makes us 

human (Fourth Estate, 2003).  

De Waal, F  Tree of origin: what primate behaviour can tell us about 

human social evolution (Harvard University Press, 2001) 

 

 

CS1: Introduction to computer science – this paper introduces the fundamentals of 

computer science, including algorithm design, algorithm analysis, discrete 

mathematics and software engineering. Students will be introduced to practical 

programming skills through a range of practicals and exercises.  

 

Hansen, M. & Rischel, H. Introduction to Programming using SML (Addison-Wesley, 

2001) 

 

EC1: Micro economics – this introductory paper analyses the interactions of agents 

motivated by economic self-interest, the link between market outcomes and market 

structure, and the criteria on which the results may be evaluated. 

 

ED 2: Language, Communication and Literacy (Education) 

This paper intersects largely with the focus on childhood development in the 

Psychology paper, with a particular emphasis on language learning, both spoken and 



 

 

literate. The paper examines ways in which questions of power influence (and are 

influenced by) communications technologies; in addition, students are invited to 

explore about how ‘literacy’ has been thought about critically in recent theoretical 

debates.  

 

Collins, J. and Blot, R.K. Literacy and Literacies: texts, power, and identity (Cambridge 

University Press, 2003) 

Lauder, H. Brown, P., Dillabough, J. & Halsey, A.H., eds. Education, Globalization, 

and Social Change. (Oxford University Press 2006).  

Street, B. ed. Literacy across Educational Contexts: Mediating learning and teaching. 

(Philadelphia: Caston 2005). 

 

NS 1: Evolution and Behaviour 

This is a course on evolutionary biology that introduces you to the major principles of 

evolutionary theory, and ranges from the origins of life, through the evolution of plants 

and animals to the evolution of behaviour.  

 

Dawkins, Marian Stamp (1998). Through our eyes only?(OUP) 

Dawkins, R (1990) The Blind Watchmaker (Penguin) 

Ridley, M. (2003) Nature via Nurture (Fourth Estate) 

de Waal, F. (2001) The Ape and the Sushi Master (Basic Books) 

Jones, S. (1997). In The Blood (Harper/Collins) 

Margulis, L. (1998) The Symbiotic Planet: A new look at evolution (Weidenfeld and 

Nicholson) 

Maynard Smith, J. and Szathmary, E. (1999) The Origins of Life 

Fortey, R. Life: an unauthorized biography. (Flamingo Press). 

Dawkins, R. (2004) The ancestor's tale: a pilgrimage to the dawn of life. (Weidenfeld 

and Nicholson). 

 

 

PHIL 1: Metaphysics 

This is a course examining a wide range of metaphysical topics - the foundation of 

virtually the whole of philosophy. The paper covers general metaphysical questions 

about God and causality, as well as the mind and free will. 

 

Descartes, R Mediations on First Philosophy 

Hume, D Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 

Russell, B The Problem of Philosophy 

Van Inwagen, P Metaphysics 
 

PHIL2: Logic 

This paper covers formal and philosophical logic. Within formal logic, the concepts 

covered include formalised language, truth-functional logic, introduction to first-order 

logic, classes and relations, as well as elements of probability calculus. Within 

philosophical logic, the problems of translation between natural and formal languages, 

necessity, analyticity and the a priori, meaning, intention and conventions will be 

examined.  

 

Guttenplan, S The Language of Logic 

Sainsbury, R Logical Forms 

Priest, G Logic: A Very Short Introduction 

 



 

 

POL 1: The analysis of politics – this paper introduces some central questions behind 

the study of modern politics: the origins of the modern state, the sources of political 

authority; democratic forms of governance and alternatives to that; the interconnection 

between politics, ethics, liberalism, morality and religion.  

 

Crick, B.   Democracy: a very short introduction (Oxford University Press 

    2002) 

Manent, P  A World Beyond Politics (Princeton UP, 2006) 

Howard, R  The Invention of Peace and the Reinvention of War (Profile 

    Books, 2002) 

Runciman, D  The Politics of Good Intentions: History, fear and hypocrisy in 

    the New World Order. (Princeton University Press 2006). 

 

 

And one of the following (these are all core primary source texts for the paper): 

 

Machiavelli, N The Prince (Penguin, 2003) 

Gandhi, M K Hind swarag & other writings, A J Parel, ed. (Cambridge 

University Press, 1997) 

Marx, K & Engels, F The communist manifesto, a modern edition (E Hobsbawm, ed. 

London: Verso, 1998) 

 

SAN 1: Social Anthropology: the comparative perspective – this paper introduces 

the aims, scope and methods of social anthropology, covering the gamut of human 

societies (past and present) with the view of fostering both an appreciation of cultural 

particularity and, through comparison, recognising the commonalities which unite as 

well as differentiate the bases of social life.  

 

Peacock, J. The Anthropological Lens: Harsh light, soft focus 

(Cambridge University Press, 2nd ed. 2001) 

Mernissi, F The harem within (London, Doubleday, 1994) 

Nordstrom, C    Global Outlaws: crime, money and power in the  

    contemporary world (U. California Press, 2007) 

Wacquant, L Body and soul: notebooks of an apprentice boxer 

(Oxford, 2004) 

Robbins, J Becoming sinners: Christianity and moral torment in a 

Papua New Guinea society. (University of California, 

2004) 

 

 

SOC 1: Introduction to Sociology: the development of modern societies – this paper 

offers the systematic exploration of the bases of power and inequality in modern 

societies, beginning with classical social theory and continuing with a more case study 

approach of issues confronting complex societies today: gender, race, ethnicity, 

globalisation.  

 

Alexander, JC & Thompson A contemporary introduction to sociology: culture and 

society in transition. (Paradigm Publishers, 2008) 

Anderson, B Imagined Communities: reflections on the origin and 

spread of nationalism. (Verso, 1999) 

Beck. U. Risk Society (Sage, 1991) 

Gittens, D The family in question (Macmillan, 1985) 



 

 

Simpson, B.  Changing families: an ethnographic approach to divorce 

and separation (Berg, 1998) 

 

 


